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Mayor’s message

On February 2, 
Punxsutaw-

ney Phil emerged, 
and saw his shad-
ow; predicting for 

us six more weeks 
of winter.  Freez-

ing temperatures with intermittent 
warmer temperatures lead to record 
snow falls, freezing rain, flooding and 
dangerous road conditions. School 
cancellations and closing City facil-
ities became necessary for the safety 
of our residents and employees. I sin-
cerely thank our Service, Police and 
Fire Departments for providing their 
excellent services during these adverse 
weather conditions. I am quite proud 
of our employees. Regardless of Phil’s 
prediction, let’s hope winter will be 
coming to an end soon.

AROUND TOWN
Sherwin Williams received pre-
liminary site plan approval of their 
parking layout plans, and final ap-

proval for the building façade from the 
Planning Commission. City Council 
accepted the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation, and gave their 
approval. Review of their final develop-
ment and site plans continues, and is 
on track with their schedule. 
DiGeronimo Residen-
tial Planned Development 
Area Phase 1, “Roadway 
& Utilities,” has begun, as 
well as construction of the 
Multi-Family Apartment 
Building.  Planning Com-
mission has also granted, and 
is recommending final approval of, 
the T1 Townhomes for City Coun-
cil’s review. Currently, four additional 
Townhome buildings are under review 
by our Planning Commission.
The City has agreed to act on behalf of 
the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City 
School District, as well as the inter-
ests of our City, by agreeing to be the 
assignee of Highland Drive Elemen-
tary and Chippewa Road Elementary 
School properties for the purpose of 
redevelopment and facilitating their 
sales. The school district is to be com-
pensated at least the appraised values 
of the properties. In the event the sale 
price for either or both properties is 
greater than the appraised value by up 
to $250,000.00, an Enterprise Fund 
will be created in support of the new 
elementary school on Oakes Road. If 
that amount exceeds $250,000.00, 
those proceeds will be divided equally 
between the City and District. Final 
details and a written agreement are 
nearing completion. This provides 
great benefit for both the City and 
school district. The City will benefit by 
being involved in the redevelopment of 
the properties and the schools by being 
insured they will be compensated at 
least the appraised value of the proper-
ties. 
City Council and the Administration 
are requesting input from our residents 
regarding the review and planning 

for sidewalks, trails, and connectivity 
within our community. The Streets 
and Sidewalks Committee will hold 
a public meeting March 23rd at 6:00 
pm. at City Hall. At this Public Meet-
ing, the Streets and Sidewalks Com-
mittee will present a draft plan that 

will be submitted by the 
City Administration at the 
request of the committee. 
More information regard-
ing this survey, and request 
for input can be found in 
this Bulletin. If you wish 
to comment regarding 

these topics, please do so by e-mailing 
information@brecksville.oh.us, sub-
ject Connectivity Plan, or if you wish, 
via US mail correspondence to 9069 
Brecksville Road, Brecksville, Ohio 
44141. We appreciate your thoughts 
and comments.
On February 15th three replacement 
full time Police Officers were admin-
istered the Oath of Office; Ryan C. 
Cygan, Jonathon K. Holub and Mar-
cus A. Contipelli. They begin their 
careers with our City by entering our 
Field Training Program. All three have 
received their basic Police Officers 
Training Certificates from the State of 
Ohio. We wish them the very best and 
look forward to their service to our 
residents. Be safe!  

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
It is time to register for our summer 
recreation programs.  Please do not 
hesitate because some programs fill 
quickly.  Contact the Community 
Center and Recreation Department for 
further information. New programs 
are being developed. Open Pickle Ball 
is now being offered at the Brecksville 
Community Center four days a week. 
Pickle Ball is the fastest growing sport 
in the country, rapidly becoming em-
braced by all ages and abilities. Please 
contact the Community Center to 
purchase your membership, or punch 
passes, to start playing today!
Plans are under way for The State of 

The Streets & The Streets & 
Sidewalks  Sidewalks  
Committee  Committee  
will hold a will hold a 
public meeting public meeting 
March 23 at March 23 at 
6:00 pm.6:00 pm. 
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Council President     Laura Redinger

I would like to 
express my sincere 
gratitude to Coun-
cil members Louis 

Carouse, Michael Har-
wood and Kimberly Veras 

for serving the residents of Brecksville 
with integrity and distinction for many 
years.  You will be missed greatly.  
I am thrilled to say 2022 is off to a fast 

start for the City of Brecksville. We have 
a busy agenda and many exciting, long 
awaited projects beginning this year.  
Our first order of business at the January 
2nd Organizational meeting was to elect 
City Council leadership and establish 
council representation for the many 
boards and commissions that serve our 
community.  I would like to thank my 
fellow council members for electing me 
as President of City Council and Dom-
inic Caruso as Vice President for 2022.  
We have big shoes to fill, that of our 
predecessor Mike Harwood,  however, 
I will work hard with Dominic to make 
Mike proud by serving the residents of 
Brecksville to the best our abilities.
For the year 2022, the committee as-

signments were established as follows:
Building and Grounds Committee: 

Chairperson Ann Koepke, Members AJ 
Ganim and Brian Stucky
Finance Committee: Chairperson Dom-

inic Caruso, Members Daryl Kingston 
and Beth Savage

Legislation Committee: Chairperson 
Beth Savage, Members AJ Ganim and 
Ann Koepke
Safety Service Committee: Chairperson 

AJ Ganim, Members Daryl Kingston 
and Brian Stucky
Utilities Committee: Chairperson Brian 

Stucky, Members Dominic Caruso and 
Ann Koepke
The City Council Representatives for 

the Boards and Commissions were estab-
lished as follows:
Zoning Board of Appeals: Dominic 

Caruso
Planning Commission:Brian Stucky
Recreation Commission: AJ Ganim
Human Services Advisory Board: Ann 

Koepke
Telecommunications Commission: Beth 

Savage
Municipal Facility Registration and Use 

Review Board:Daryl Kingston and Beth 
Savage
Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents:  

AJ Ganim and Daryl Kingston
Open communications and dialogue are 

imperative for City Council to operate 
efficiently and effectively for our Com-
munity.  Please reach out to any of us on 
Council as needed.  

The City Address, Conversation with 
the Mayor, Memorial Day, Home Days 
and many other City events. A sched-
ule will be published.
Congratulations to our City School 
District athletic teams who are experi-
encing Championship Seasons. We also 
note and congratulate our Robotics 
Team who will participate in the State 
Title competition. The City of Brecks-
ville takes great pride in our BEES, 
their dedication, hard work and how 
wonderfully they represent our school 
communities. GO BEES! 
College Students coming home for 
summer break and in need of a sum-
mer job? The City has many seasonal 
employment openings! Please check 
the city website for these internship 
and employment opportunities. 

REMINDERS
The Service Department will begin 
collecting Yard waste March 1. Yard 
waste is grass cuttings, bushes, shrub/
tree branch pruning, left over leaves 
or weeds from the previous fall, or an 
occasional small tree that is cut up and 
tied in 6’ bundles, not to exceed 50 
pounds each. Grass cuttings, leaves, 
weeds and twigs must be placed in a 
biodegradable yard waste, 30-gal paper 
bag. Please do not add other material 
to the bags. Yard waste bags will be 
collected for recycling on your regular 
rubbish day.
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, 
March 13th. Spring Ahead! Turn your 
clock ahead one hour. 
City offices will be closed on Good 
Friday, April 15th.   
An early reminder, Saturday May 21st, 
Armed Forces Day, will also be Shred-
ding Day at the Municipal Parking 
Lot. Please bring an unexpired canned 
good donation for our Brecksville Food 
Pantry. Monetary donations and gift 
cards are also gratefully accepted and 
will also benefit our City Food Pantry.

THANK YOU
We appreciate the support of the 
Brecksville Chamber of Commerce, all 
of our local businesses, our elected of-
ficials and our residents for the support 
they give in helping to support and 
promote the City of Brecksville. We 
appreciate the great support we provide 
each other.
Thank you all for your cooperation 
during the years of the pandemic. We 
should always be mindful of the health 
concerns we face and continue to do 
our best to stay healthy and safe. There 
are no mandatory restrictions for our 

City facilities and programs. Any 
precautions you deem necessary will 
be at your discretion. Our sympathy 
to those who lost loved ones, friends 
and colleagues during COVID, or 
those who in some way have suffered 
as a result of this illness. We wish all 
good health.
On behalf of the City, your elected 
officials and staff, we wish you all a 
very blessed Easter.  
GOD BLESS,
Jerry N. Hruby

Mayor and Safety Director 
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Finance

Legislation

Council reports

Beth Savage,  
Councilperson

There will be two 
questions about amend-

ing the City Zoning Map on the May 3, 
2022 ballot.  Please consider both of these 
proposed zoning changes and cast your 
vote on May 3rd.
A) City Council passed legislation to sub-

mit to electors of the City of Brecks-
ville the question of amending the City 
Zoning Map by changing the classifi-
cation of Permanent Parcel Numbers 
601-33-002 and 601-33-003 located at 
8997 Highland Drive from R-8 Single 
Family District to C-F Community 
Facilities District.  The property is cur-
rently owned by the City of Brecksville 
and was previously the library and, 
more recently, the Brecksville Center 
for the Arts.   The proposed zoning 
change to Community Facilities fa-
cilitates the use of the building by the 
Building & Engineering Department.

B) City Council passed legislation to sub-
mit to electors of the City of Brecks-

At our second to last 
meeting of the year  

council approved the issu-
ances of bonds for the Field House, the 
Route 82 project now completed, and the 
initial debt for the Miller Interchange to 
retire the short-term notes associated with 
these various projects.  We also approved 
the renewal of our annual maintenance 
agreement for WebTrac and RecTrac; as 
well as approved a new agreement to tran-
sition our Recreation Departments credit 
card processing to PayTrac, all purchased 
through Vermont Systems.
At our meeting on the 21st of December, 

the finance committee recommended, 
and council approved an adoption of the 
2022 Recreation and Human Services 
Rates.  While there were minor increases 
across the board, they were more then 
justified as the cost of labor, materials for 
field maintenance and the cost of uni-
forms all continue to rise.  The programs 
offered through our recreation depart-
ment continue to be a tremendous value 
to our residents.  Lastly, we approved an 
amendment to our lease agreement with 
Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church for 
use of their parking spaces so that we are 
only billed for time used as opposed to a 
monthly flat fee. 
In January the finance committee recom-

mended and council approved authori-
zation to execute a lease agreement with 
Chagrin Valley Dispatch to occupy several 
buildings at the Blossom site to relocate 
their corporate offices.  These buildings 
have been vacant for a number of years, so 
it is good that they are being occupied by 
a tenant that brings with it a number of 
high paying jobs many of which directly 
support or supervise the dispatch center 
attached to our new police station.  
Lastly, I am pleased to announce that 

once again Moody’s rating has assigned 
our City an Aa1 rating.  They go on to 
explain that “Brecksville’s Aa1 rating 
assignment is the second highest Moody’s 
rating category that a City can achieve.  
With this rating assignment the City of 
Breckville is recognized as on one of the 

elite communities in Ohio and the United 
States.”  They go on to list the following 
points as support for the City’s credit 
strength:
1. Proactive management with com-

mitment to maintaining balanced 
operations and very healthy reserves.  
Brecksville’s reserves are strong and will 
remain so because of its conservative 
financial management and continued 
revenue growth.

2. Strong Median family income and full 
value per capita

3. Brecksville’s debt burden is expected to 
remain moderate following an upcom-
ing borrowing

4. Brecksville’s management team is 
strong, as indicated by its sound 
operating performance and history of 
positive budget to actual variances. 

The above is a testament to the fiscally re-
sponsible way our City has been managed 
and developed over the years.  
Stay Healthy and Safe Brecksville!

Dominic Caruso, 
 Chairperson

Ann Koepke, 
Chairperson

The Buildings and 
Grounds Committee rec-

ommended and Council approved the 
following: 
• A resolution authorizing the Mayor to 

complete the application process for the 
NOPEC Energized Community Grant 
Program. The City of Brecksville has 
been notified of their approved 2022 
funding allocation of $43,885 for an 
energy efficiency project, and those 
funds will be utilized towards the con-
tinuing Window Replacement Project 
at Blossom Hill, 4450 Oakes Road. 

• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor 
to apply for a 2022 Healthy Urban 
Tree Canopy Grant coordinated by 
the Cuyahoga County Department of 
Sustainability, The Cuyahoga Coun-
ty   Planning   Commission   and   the   
Cuyahoga   County   Soil   &   Water 
Conservation District, with assistance 
from the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Health to provide funding for tree 
planting, planning and maintenance 
projects. 

• A Purchase Requisition to RL Dep-
pmann in the amount $4,674.54 for 
parts to repair one of the domestic boil-
ers at the Community Center which 
will be installed by the City’s Building 
Engineering team. 

• A Purchase Requisition to Trane in the 
amount $3,837.00 for repairs to the 
controller of the boilers and pumps in 
the Community Center building, and 
rooftop unit for the fitness area. 

• A Purchase Requisition to S.A. Comu-
nale in the aggregate amount $4,355.00 
for the annual Fire Alarm and Sprinkler 
System Inspections, Tests and Cleaning 
throughout City buildings. 

If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding our Community’s buildings or 
grounds, please do not hesitate to inquire 
at, akoepke@brecksville.oh.us.

Buildings &
Grounds
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Streets & 
Sidewalks

Safety-Service

Daryl Kingston,  
Councilperson 

The annual Roads Pro-
gram was presented by the Administration 
to City Council at the beginning of Janu-
ary with all of the budgeted $1.5 million 
dollars having been allocated. As in years 
past, every street in town is assigned a nu-
merical rating based on condition.  Streets 
with the lowest scores are repaired first.  I 
have the complete list of every street rating 
as well as the proposed repair schedule. 
Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
Additionally, our service department has 

walked every sidewalk in Brecksville and 
has identified all sections that need to 
be replaced. In 2022 there are 225 slabs 
scheduled for removal and replacement 
including 175 in Emerald Woods, 43 in 
Bradford Village and 7 on Chippewa. 

We will continue to aggressively replace 
other sections around town as time and 
resources permit. 
Other work scheduled for 2022 include 

several guardrails being replaced along 
Snowvillle as well as Capital Improve-
ment projects at the Blossom Hill 
Historical Association Lot, Highland 
Cemetery and Community Garden Lot. 
Throughout the year crack sealant and 
paint striping will be done as needed.
In addition to our streets and sidewalks 

maintenance items,  we also have several 
big projects that will be in some form un-
der construction during 2022 including; 
• Glenwood Trail Pavement Replace-

ment-currently in design
• Miller Road Pavement Replace-

ment-Design to start after Glenwood
• Miller Road&I-77 Interchange- Design 

to start in 2022
• SR-82 Urban Paving project- Design 

will start late 2022 for 2023 project 
start.

The survey work for Glenwood Trail is 
completed with base mapping and the 
collecting of underground utility infor-
mation underway. Glenwood is currently 
a 20 foot wide rural road which will 
be widened to 28 feet with a curb and 
a shared bike lane. A sidewalk is going 
to be added down the full length of the 
street which, coupled with the shared 
used trail currently in design through 
Blossom, Valley Parkway will now be 
connected to Rt. 82. I’m particularly 
excited about this project as it’s been in 
discussion for over a year and on behalf 
of this committee I want to thank the 
Mayor and the administration for all of 
your support in helping this make-sense 
Connectivity Project happen.
After being sworn in as the new Streets 

and Sidewalks chairman on January 2nd 
my first order of business was to work 
with the administration to bring forth 
a Connectivity Plan within the first 
quarter of 2022. We are doing just that. 
I’m pleased to announce that we will be 
hosting a special Streets and Sidewalks 
Committee public meeting on March 
23 at 6:00 pm, at City Hall along with 
city leaders, to discuss Brecksville’s new 

ville the question of amending the City 
Zoning Map by changing the classifi-
cation of Permanent Parcel Numbers 
602-13-017 and 602-13-018 located 
at 10909 Chippewa Road from R-20 
Single Family to O-B Office Build-
ing.  The property is currently owned 
by Cupkovic Architecture and has 
most recently been used for religious 
purposes.  The proposed zoning change 
to O-B Office Building would facilitate 
the development of the land for use as 
an architecture business office.

At the January 18th regular meeting, 
City Council approved the appointment 
of Steve Synek to the position of Assistant 
Building Official in the Building Depart-
ment.  We are grateful to Steve for con-
tinuing to serve the City of Brecksville.

AJ Ganim,  
Councilperson

The start of the year 
included the an-

nual renewal of multiple 
service contracts and agreements across 
the Fire, Police and Service Departments. 
Through cost sharing agreements with 
Cuyahoga Valley Dispatch, the benefits of 
the expanded dispatch are increasing and 
we are lucky to have an amazing resource 
operating in our city.
Fire Chief Zamiska is continuing to re-

search and coordinate with local fire chiefs 
on their recommendations regarding our 
decision on how to accept or reject last 
year’s state legislation, allowing the use of 
personal fireworks on residential proper-
ties. The Legislation Committee will see 
this through, based off recommendations 
and community input.  If we continue 
to see large snowfalls, we appreciate any 
residents who are able to clear the area 
surrounding the fire hydrants as best as 
you can to help out the department. Every 
second saved in an emergency situation 
goes a long way!
Council approved a resolution in the 

pursuit of a K9 grant opportunity, as 
Chief Korinek and the Police Department 
are preparing for the upcoming retirement 
of Peto. The Police Department have 

launched social media accounts, be sure 
to follow @BrecksvillePD on Twitter, and 
@BrecksvillePolice on Facebook for up 
to date information on the safety of our 
community! There will be 3 new vehicles 
in the fleet, replacing aging and well used 
vehicles. The department welcomed 3 new 
officers to the force, relieving the staffing 
shortage.
I would like to acknowledge the hard 

work and results of our service depart-
ment, doing an amazing job clearing the 
snow this season and keeping our streets 
safe. In 2021 there was 10,045 cubic yards 
of leaf pick up. The new “one man” trucks 
have certainly increased the efficiency vs 
the previous tow behind machines, which 
is good to see as the cost of dumping waste 
has expected increases in costs. The Service 
Department is launching a campaign to 
remind citizens to “Flatten Your Card-
board!” By doing your part in helping with 
the increased disposal of packaging waste, 
you are saving space on the trucks allow-
ing for more efficient collection as well as 
minimizing labor needs in city recycling 
station. This past year we recycled 167.82 
tons of cardboard, and that number is 
steadily increasing. Lastly, the city will 
have Shred Day on May 21, 2022.

Continued on page 65



Safety-services

(l to r) Chief Stan Korinek, Marcus A. Contipelli, Johnathan K. Holub, Ryan C. Cygan and Mayor Hruby.

At the February 
15 Council Meet-
ing, three new 
officers were given 
the oath of office. 
They will fill the 
three vacancies of 
Officers Moyse, 
Dodig and Chief 
Bill Goodrich all 
of whom retired 
in 2021.

Welcome Our New Officers!

Council reports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Sidewalk, Trails and Connectivity Plan 
for 2022.
The plan is comprehensive and clearly 

identifies the connectivity projects that 
are currently underway and in various 
stages of design as well as what the city 
is proposing in the near future. The plan 
also acknowledges that the connectivity 
discussion will be an on-going, evolving 
process and this committee will assist the 
city in holistically identifying and prior-
itizing future projects through data and 
resident input.  
I want to thank the administration for 

all of their support in helping bring this 
plan forward and taking the first step 
in addressing this very complex and 
nuanced issue. I look forward to the 
meeting on March 23rd and encourage 
all interested residents to attend.

Utilities
Brian Stucky,  

Councilperson 
City Council has 

approved the following 
projects for construction in 2022:
The Chippewa Road and Calvin Drive 

Sanitary Sewer Project - This project 

extends sanitary sewers along Chippewa 
Road (S.R. 82) between Riverview Road 
and Wiese Road.  It also extends down 
Calvin Drive by just crossing into the 
end of Glen Valley Drive, allowing for 
the removal of the existing pump station.  
In addition, this project also replaces the 
existing storm sewer which is 1935 era 
vitrified clay pipe that will be impacted 
by the installation of the sanitary sewer.  
Construction is anticipated to start in 
early summer, and extend through the 
rest of the year.   This project has been in 
the works for many years, and the City of 
Brecksville has obtained substantial fund-
ing from multiple governmental entities 
with the intent to minimize cost to the 
residents.  
The Glenwood Trail Sewer and Pavement 

Replacement - This project will be the 
complete removal of the existing road sys-
tem and sewers in two phases.  A new 28’ 
wide road section will be constructed with 
curbs on both sides.  A sidewalk will be in-
stalled on one side of the street, and share 
the road markings that will be installed to 
accommodate bike traffic.  This project 
will begin early summer, with anticipated 
completion in late fall.
Riverview Road Culv erts C1 & C2 Re-

placement - These two culverts are at the 
far south end of Riverview Road between 
Snowville Road and the southern corpora-

tion line.   This is the complete removal of 
the existing structures, and the construc-
tion of new culverts.  This will require the 
complete closure of this section of River-
view Road. Detours routes will be poste d. 
This project will begin early summer and is 
anticipated to be completed in the fall.  
Additional  non-municipal projects.
Valor Acres Residential Public Streets 

Phase 1.   This project has obtained City 
approval, and is slated to start immediate-
ly.
Valor Acres Multi-Family Building.   This 

project has obtained City approval, and is 
anticipated to start in the near future. 
Valor Acres: The Residential Townhome 

Building T1. Project drawings have been 
submitted, and are currently in the review 
process.
Valor Acres Residential Townhomes 

Buildings T2-5. Project drawings have 
been submitted, and are currently in the 
review process.
Sherwin Williams Mass Grading and 

Stream Relocation Project.  This project 
is currently under construction and we 
expect to see the final site improvements 
submission later this spring.    
The Woodlands of Snowville Phase 2 & 3 

has currently been submitted to the Plan-
ning Commission for preliminary plan 
review and approval.
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tax to establish a certain account to pay for 
sidewalks by adding to the property tax of 
all residents. Others suggest the City be 
responsible for the cost of installing new 
sidewalks, not including new residential 
subdivisions, which are already required to 
be side-walked.
Council and the Administration also seek 

your input relative to Oakes Road side-
walks, believed to be necessary for the new 
Brecksville - Broadview Heights Elemen-
tary School, grades pre-school through 5th 
grade, enabling children to walk to and 
from school. Some have also suggested 
the Oakes Road sidewalk is necessary for 
recreational use, walking and jogging, and 
connectivity between neighborhoods.

In The

SPOTLIGHT What are Your Thoughts?

City Council and the Administration 
are requesting input from our resi-

dents regarding the review and planning 
for connectivity within our community. 
A group of residents is encouraging City 
Council and the Administration to install 
sidewalks within certain areas of the com-
munity beginning with Oakes Road, and 
as the plan develops, other areas of our 
city, as part of an overall Sidewalk, Trail, 
and Connectivity Plan.
The question most have asked is who 

would be responsible for the cost of 
installing new sidewalks. Some suggest 
an issue be placed on the ballot requiring 
our residents to be assessed for the instal-
lation of new sidewalks across their front 
footage. Some suggest creating a millage 

The Streets and Sidewalks Committee 
will hold a public meeting March 23rd 
at 6:00 pm. at City Hall. If you wish to 
comment regarding these topics, please 
do so by e-mailing information@brecks-
ville.oh.us, subject Connectivity Plan, or 
if you wish via US mail correspondence 
to 9069 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, 
Ohio 44141. The Streets and Sidewalks 
Committee and Administration are com-
mitted to moving this plan forward and 
will be releasing their draft of the initial 
plan in the days to come. It will appear 
on the City Website, on Social Media, 
and will be e-mailed to those residents 
who ask that their e-mail address be add-
ed to the residents who receive periodic 
messages direct from the Mayor’s Office. 
We will appreciate hearing from you.

Sidewalk, Trail, and Connectivity Plan

City Holiday Hours and Closures
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the Human Services Center will be closed on Good Friday, April 15 .

The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5 on Good Friday, but will be closed on Easter Sunday, April 17 . 

Whenever there is a City holiday rubbish and recycling collection will be the next business day .

🙈Critter corner
by Cliffette Thacker, Animal Warden

Here’s some information on some 
native wildlife in and around Brecks-

ville.
Deer in the wild would bolt if they saw a 

human. In our town they give us a glance 
and continue grazing, they are so accus-
tomed to people. When driving, if a deer 
runs across the road there are usually more 
coming.
They are “dangerous” during the spring, 

when their babies are born. They will at-
tack if they fear for their young. Last year 
a dog was killed in Seven Hills by a doe 
defending it’s baby. Never mess with any 
animal with young (including humans).
Groundhogs hibernate in the winter. 

Daytime is when they are active and most 
active during thunderstorms. Did you 
know groundhogs can climb trees? 

Skunks semi-hibernate. If there is a break 
in the weather they may wonder around 
looking for a mate. They are active at night 
but after babies are born they may scav-
enge for food during the day. Babies are 
born during the spring.
Raccoons also have babies in the spring. 

They do not hibernate but may hold up in 
the den if the weather is bad. 
Rabbits are active both day and night and 

all year long. Young are born in March 
through September. They can have up to  
3 litters a year.
Opossums do not hibernate. They are a 

marsupial and carry their babies with them 
in a pouch. Usually 1 litter/year - average 
size of 9. The good thing about opossums 
is that they eat ticks!

Red fox and gray fox are plentiful in 
our area. An interesting fact is that they 
are monogamous. (They have a little 
higher bar then most wildlife). They do 
not pose a danger to humans but chick-
ens are at risk. Young are born through-
out the year. 
Coyotes are common, when it comes to 

food, they’re opportunistic and will take 
a small or elderly dog if given the chance. 
As most wildlife they eat birdseed, fruit 
and berries, rabbits and chipmunks.
They do not attack humans, but I have a 

concern about small children who when 
crying or screaming sound like a hurt 
rabbit.
Any questions or concerns, call me at 

440-526-8900
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Building department

Homeowners should be aware that 
there is no statewide testing, licens-

ing or registration for home improvement 
contractors, only trade contractors such as 
Electrical, Plumbing or Mechanical.  How-
ever, the City of Brecksville does require all 
contractors to be registered with the City 
prior to doing any work.  Permits are re-
quired for most projects.  Before you start 
a project, begin the process by making a 
plan and consider your household needs 
and wishes.
• Plan your project.  If you know what 

you want done and can clearly explain 
it, you are less likely to misunderstand 
instructions or encounter cost over-
runs.

• What is your time frame? Does it need 
to be done by a certain date or can it 
be worked on in stages?

• Before work begins, ask your contrac-
tor what inconveniences may occur 
and plan for them. Be sure your con-
tractor is aware of vacations or special 
events so that he or she may plan 
accordingly.

• Will you have to adjust your current 
lifestyle? For instance, is it a major 
kitchen or bathroom remodel that you 
need to plan to be without?

By following some simple guidelines, you 
can make selecting a contractor easier and 
be better prepared to make an informed 
decision that best suits your needs, and 
most importantly, protect yourself from 
scams.  Choosing your contractor is the 

most important decision you’ll make in 
a remodeling project. Your selection will 
ultimately determine the success of the 
job and your enjoyment of the remodeling 
process.  Although the Building Depart-
ment can not recommend any contractor, 
a list of contractors registered with the 
City of Brecksville is available.  Registered 
contractors provide the City with insur-
ance information, state license (specific 
trades only) and a contractor’s bond in 
case a code issue does arise.
 Here is a list of questions to help you 

establish a contractor’s qualifications and 
reputation, and to help you find the right 
person for your project.
• How long have you been in business?
• Who will be assigned as the project 

supervisor for the job?
• What is the time frame for starting the 

project?
• Do you have employees or do you use 

subcontractors?
• Do you have design services available?
• Does your company carry worker’s 

compensation and liability insurance?
• Are you registered with the City of 

Brecksville?
• How many projects like mine have you 

completed in the past year?
• May I have a list of references for proj-

ects you’ve completed which are similar 
to mine?

• Will we need a permit for this project? 

By taking the time to choose the right 
person for the job, you’re most likely get-
ting a contractor that is professional and 
committed to the success of your project.

Remember:
• There are no “dumb” questions.
• Contact the Better Business Bureau 

(216-241-7678) regarding your con-
tractor. Any complaints? 

• Make sure the plans are detailed.
• Make sure the contract is detailed 

including start and finish dates.
• Verify with the Brecksville Building 

Department (440-526-2630) if a per-
mit is required.  Ask for a copy of the 
permit from your contractor prior to 
the start of the job. 

• Put in writing any changes to your 
original agreement.  Avoid verbal con-
tracts or amendments.

Beware if a contractor:
• Offers a special price only if you sign 

today, or use other high-pressure sales 
techniques.

• Only accepts cash, requires large 
deposits or the entire cost up front, or 
asks you to make the payment in their 
name.

• Asks you to get the building permit. 
Contractors are required to obtain the 
permit.   Permits are your protection 
and help ensure that work will meet 
local building codes.

by Scott Packard, Building Commissioner

Choosing The Right Contractor
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

1
City Council 8pm

2 
Ash Wednesday

3
Planning  

Commission 7pm

4 5
CodeRED

testing at Noon

6 7
Board of Zoning 
Appeals 7:30pm

8
Advisory Board to 
Human Services

3pm

9 10 11 12

13
Daylight Saving 

 Begins Spring Ahead

14 15
City Council 8pm

16
Telecommunications  

Commission 7pm

17
Happy St. Patrick’s 

Day

18 19

20
First Day of Spring

21 22 23
Empty Bowls 

5 - 7 pm

24
Planning  

Commission 7pm

25 26

27 28
Recreation  

Commission 7:30pm

29 30 31

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

1
April Fools Day!!

2

3 4 5
City Council 8pm

6 7
Planning  

Commission 7pm

8
Aqua Easter Egg 

Hunt Community
Center

9

10
Palm Sunday

11
Board of Zoning 
Appeals 7:30pm

12
Advisory Board to 
Human Services

3pm

13 14 15  Good Friday 
City Offices Closed 
Community Center 
Open 10am - 5pm

16 Kiwanis Easter 
Egg Hunt 10am. 
Adjacent to the High 
School Football Prac-
tice Field

17
Easter Sunday

Community Center 
Closed

18 19
City Council 8pm

20
Telecommunications  

Commission 7pm

21
Planning  

Commission 7pm

22
Earth Day

23

24 25
Recreation  

Commission 7:30pm

26 27 28 29
Arbor Day

30

City calendar March

Install Alarms:• In every bedroom
• Outside of every    interior door

• On every floor of     your home

DaylightSaving Time
Begins Sunday

March 13th

April

9



You’ll be asking for trouble and sooner 
or later you’ll be calling for help on 

how to get out of your bad decision to 
leave NOPEC. It’s true, someone on occa-
sion has a better deal but at the end of that 
contract they have methods to get back the 
money you saved and more! And definitely 
ignore those Visa Card offers!
If you don’t have NOPEC call 1-855-

667-3201. But be aware that if you are 
currently with a for profit company like 
IGS or Energy Harbor, NOPEC will not 
take you until you cancel the for profit 
company you’re with and then be sent 
back to Dominion. Before you cancel be 
sure you don’t have an early termination 
fee. Also, the chances of someone calling 
you, or knocking at your door or receiving 
an offer in the mail, are 99 times out of 
100 that you’ll lose money either in the 
short term or the long run!!
Now the numbers. Natural gas rates have 

been plain crazy! The rate on your Febru-
ary bill should have been no higher than 
$4.15. (A year ago it was $2.61!) 
The recommendation is to call NOPEC at 

1-855-667-3201 and ask for the two-year 
rate of $4.25. Do that also if you took the 

You may want to know
fixed rate of $5.10 not too long ago. Also 
if you have the short time fixed rate of 
$5.23. If rates go down you can always call 
and change to the variable rate. If they go 
up you’re covered. Call immediately!
Speaking of going up. Be prepared to be 

blown away on your March bill if you have 
a variable rate. The variable rate will be 
$6.41! Talk about bad timing…the rate for 
the following month is set on the third last 
business day of each month. On that day 
in January the rate rose by $1.99!! The very 
next day it went down to $4.79. 
If you did as suggested and signed up for 

NOPEC’s $5.10 rate a couple months 
or so ago you made a great move and the 
$4.25 fixed rate is even better!!!!
As to electricity, everyone should have 

NOPEC’s variable rate which is .0477 
cents per kilowatt hour. If you prefer 
“renewable content” that rate is .0696. 
However, remember that buying the 
“green rate” only puts more green in the 
distribution wires. As a caller said to me 
the other day, “There is no direct wire 
from the windmill to your house!”
If you have an all-electric home call  

440-526-2606.

It can’t be said enough… 

DON’T EVER LET  

ANYONE TALK YOU INTO 

LEAVING NOPEC FOR  

ANOTHER NATURAL  

GAS OR ELECTRICITY 

SUPPLIER

Company.” In that box there is a line that reads, “Consum-
er Rate Credit,” followed by the amount credited. This will 
continue through 2025! Thanks NOPEC and OCC!
NOPEC of course should be your supplier for both gas 

and electricity. If you don’t see NOPEC on both bills call 
440-526-2606 because you’re probably paying too much.

Thanks to NOPEC and the Ohio Consumers’ Council your 
electric bill is looking smaller! The two consumer groups 

combined to cause FirstEnergy to refund $306 million dollars 
because of “significantly excessive” profits. The first installment, 
averaging $26.91 appears on a line on the upper right hand side 
of your electric bill. Look for “Charges from the Illuminating 

Safety Town is an early 
education program 

designed for children 
entering kindergarten. 
Children attend Safety 
Town 2 hours per day for 
two weeks. During that 
time they learn about a 
variety of safety topics 

taught by Brecksville Police Department staff and a wide variety 
of guest speakers including but not limited to firemen, nurs-
es, park rangers, and lifeguards. Many of the safety lessons are 
followed up with arts and crafts projects, books and videos, and 
exercises.

A miniature town complete with streets, houses, traffic signs and 
a working traffic light is set up outside the classroom. Children 
learn traffic signs and rules as they drive peddle cars around the 
town. They can also park their cars and practice pedestrian safety 
on the town’s sidewalks and crosswalks.

Session 1 June 7– June 18 9:00am – 11:00am
Session 2 June 7 – June 18 11:30am – 1:30 pm
Session 3 June 7 – June 18 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Session 4 June 21 – July 2 9:00am – 11:00am
Session 5 June 21– July 2 11:30am – 1:30pm
Session 6 June 21 – July 2 2:00pm – 4:00pm
$20 per participant. Registration for Residents begins 4/1, and 
May 5/15  
for non residents.
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Learn About “Everlastings” 
at Free Gardening Seminar March 13

Emerald Necklace Garden Club presents its third Education Series Seminar on Sun-
day, March 13, 1:00-3:00 PM. The seminar is free and open to the public. It will 

take place at Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church, 9201 Brecksville Road, Brecksville 
44141. Attendance is limited; masks and distanced seating are required. Lynn Griffin, a 
member of The Western Reserve Herb Society and an expert gardener, will share infor-
mation on “Everlastings,” easy to grow flowers that hold their color when dried. Learn 
what flowers to grow, how to grow and dry them and how to use them for arrangements 
or for pressed flower craft projects. Reservations are required to Jane at jcooperbmw3@
gmail.com or 440-526-4213.

It’s true! Once again, in fact for the 
10th consecutive year, the Kiwanis 

Club of Brecksville and the Lions Club of 
Broadview Heights will hold their highly 
successful “Empty Bowls” dinner to raise 
money for the Brecksville Pantry and 
South Hills Lend a Hand food banks.
Because of COVID the annual dinner 

will once again be a “drive through” event 
on March 23 from 5:00 to 7:00 in the 
parking lot of the Brecksville Human Ser-
vices Center at 2 Community Drive.
The take out dinner is simple in order to 

emphasize the ongoing need to feed less 
fortunate people right here in our area. 
Participants will “dine” on three different 
kinds of soup, bread and a cookie. The 
homemade soups will be created by the 
Brecksville Human Services Center’s own 
chef, Dina Lawton.
Guests will also receive an “Empty Bowl” 

crafted by local artisans to remind us of 
the hungry people in the world!
Tickets are $15 each and can be pur-

chased from Brecksville Kiwanian Bill 

Around town

weekend
June 24, 25 & 26

Believe it or not, it won’t be 
long before Brecksville’s 

Home Days arrive!

Mark it on your calendar now! 

Home Days will be Friday, June 
24, Saturday, June 25 and Sunday, 
June 26. The huge fireworks dis-
play will be on Sunday night, June 
26 at 10 pm. 

Come sail away, take a long train 
runnin’ or just go your own way 
and make your Home Days dreams 
come true. Home Days won’t just 
be another park, another Sunday, 
and certainly not a grand illusion. 
Don’t stop, real love might be 
waiting for you singles, or maybe 
even big love. Home Days will 
have something happening minute 
by minute, babe. Don’t be livin’ on 
borrowed time, sweet Maxine. You 
should be takin’ it to the streets 
toward Brecksville’s Public Square. 
If you don’t it’s tusk, tusk for you, 
lady. So give me the beat boys 
because suite madame blue has a 
front row seat for the fireworks!!

Home Days for sure will be the 
best of times. 

These are songs from the play lists 
of the three groups which will be 
on stage in this summer’s Home 
Days Concert Series. If you haven’t 
figured it out, we’ll reveal the three 
groups and their night on stage in 
the next Bulletin issue.

Kiwanis and Lions Empty Bowls 

Rittman at 440-725-4893 or Broadview 
Heights Lion Kevin Krcmar at 440-590-
2380 or any Kiwanis or Lions member. 
Tickets are also available at the Broadview 
Chiropractic & Health Center at 1100 
West Royalton Road, Suite H in Broad-
view Heights and at Star Sports in Brecks-
ville at 7032 Mill Road, just west of Rt. 
21. Tickets will not be sold at the pickup 
site since the event has been a sellout for 
nine consecutive years.
The clubs would also like to remind ev-

eryone to support the restaurants that have 
donated to Empty Bowls in the past and 
hope they will support the event next year. 
They are 24 Karrot Kitchen, Burntwood 
Tavern, The Courtyard Café, Creekside 
Restaurant and Bar, Danny Boys, Deme-
trio’s Family Restaurant, Frankie’s Wok, 
Good Old Daze, Dante’s County Line 
Saloon, Simon’s Restaurant and Deli, The 
Wild Eagle, Zoup, Austin’s, Reinecker’s 
Bakery, East of Chicago Pizza, Michael 
Angelo’s Bakery, London Pickle Works, 
Augie’s Pizza of Independence and North 
Royalton and Sirna’s.
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HEAP is a one time an-
nual payment amount-
ing to about $250.
PIPP can help in-

come-eligible customers 
maintain natural gas and electricity service 
while paying off previous unpaid balanc-
es. Payments must be paid on time. If so, 
Dominion or the Illuminating Company 
will credit your account for the rest of 
that month’s current charges plus a 1/24th 
credit toward your prior account balance. 
After 24 months of on-time and in-full 
payments, you will become current!!
For more information about HEAP or 

PIPP call 800-362-7557.
If you’re 70 or over qualifying for HEAP 

or PIPP will also qualify you for Brecks-
ville senior snowplowing for just $10 a 
winter!
Applications are at Brecksville’s Human 

Services Center.

Got a question about anything pertaining to seniors?

The Human Services Center is the place to get a multitude of answers.

Call us at 526-2499. If we don’t know the answer we’ll find it for you.

If You Are  
a Low Income  

Gas or  
Electricity  
Customer  
You May  
Qualify

Free Pizza & Bingo
Thanks to the folks at Home Instead 

Senior Care and their partner agencies, 
there is free pizza and Bingo for Brecks-
ville residents at the Brecksville Human 
Services Center on the first Wednesday of 
each month starting at noon. 
Come on down and have some fun!
It is necessary to make a reservation. Call 

the Human Services Center front desk at 
440-526-2499 prior to that day.

A Great 
Place to 
Sit and 
Chat!!

The Human 
Services Library/
Lounge is a great 
place to read a 
book, watch some 
TV, cozy up to a 
fire or sit and chat 
with your friends! 
It’s always open!

 

(l to r) Judy O’Donnell, Sharon White  and Mike and Lynda Sabat 
enjoying some hot chocolate and cookies after a Holiday Lights trip!12

Human services



Or, do you even know what it is and where it is?

The Brecksville Honor Tree is a metal sculpture that graces the north wall of The Gath-
ering Room at Brecksville’s Human Services Center. Its leaves are engraved with the 

names of Brecksville citizens, past and present, who have contributed to Brecksville’s more 
than 200 year reputation as a wonderful town to call home.
The Tree evolved from a desire to honor the late Alexander “Sandy” Milne who was a long 

time member of the Human Services Center’s Advisory Board. Many people call the Hu-
man Services Center the “senior center.” But it’s a lot more than a “senior center,” just as the 
Community Center is a lot more than a “rec. center.”
Mayor Jerry Hruby challenged the Board to create a new idea to honor those who have 

given back to the City. Over time discussions evolved into “The Honor Tree.” Mayor Hruby 
commissioned a local artist to create the tree and “seed” funding was granted by City Coun-
cil whose president at the time was the late Larry Potla.
You can memorialize a distinguished individual or family, past or present, by purchasing one 

or more engraved leaves. Or perhaps your organization would consider recognizing a past or 
present member who has contributed to Brecksville. The cost is $250 per leaf and proceeds 
are directed to The Brecksville Honor Tree Association, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
The funds are used to help residents, typically seniors, who have fallen on difficult times and 

need a significant helping hand.
For more information contact Steve Paciorek, The Human Services Center’s Director, at 

440-526-2499.

Everyone’s heard of Meals on Wheels. 
Yep, they’re the people who take food 

to shut ins. But here’s “The Rest of the 
Story.”
Let’s say Mrs. Smith is 82 and uses a 

wheel chair. Cooking nutritious food 
for herself is a burden, not to mention 
shopping for the food in the first place. 
Her children live out of town. What does 
she do?
Enter Meals on Wheels, a purely volun-

teer, non-profit organization with some of 
the most dedicated people you’ll ever want 
to meet. The Brecksville and Broadview 
Heights Meals on Wheels chapter has al-
most 60 volunteers and 30 substitutes who  
use their own vehicles and provide their 
own gas in any kinds of weather to make 
sure that shut ins will have two nutritious 

BRECKSVILLE-BROADVIEW HTS. OHIO

meals Monday through Friday.
And it’s not just about delivering food. 

The volunteers also provide a smile and 
a safety check. Since the volunteers hand 
the food directly to the recipient they 
know that the person is OK. And if 
they’re not, help is notified.
What does it cost? A mere $30 a week 

for 10 meals!
Now at about this time you might be 

saying, “Ya know, I would like to serve 
others in my community.” So just pick 
up the phone and call 440-526-2499 to 
get the ball rolling. Food gives you a nice 
warm feeling inside and so does volun-
teering. Or if you’d like to take advantage 
of Meals on Wheels for yourself or help 
an older friend or relative just call the 
same number above.

Have You 
Seen The 
Brecksville 

Honor Tree?

Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center is “Reassurance Calls.”

Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call from a staff member or volunteer from 
Human Services. If you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend or 
relative that you designate to check on you.

Call 440-526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for older folks who live alone.13



Personal Needs

BLOOD PRESSURE  
SCREENINGS  — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45

Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the 
Human Services Center

RECOVERY - FREE

Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 
to noon. Having trouble dealing with your 
emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self-help pro-
gram that will help you cope in a friendly, 
small-group atmosphere. Meetings are held 
in a private room. 

BRECKSVILLE PANTRY

The Human Services Center distributes 
food once each month to families of all 
ages who are in need. If you or someone 
you know needs assistance please contact 
the Human Services Center at  
440-526-2499.

FOOD DONATIONS

The Brecksville Pantry is always in need 
of food donations or gift cards to Marc’s 
and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and 
produce. We especially need canned tuna, 
canned fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
cereal and paper products. Please bring 
your donations to the Human Services 
Center at 2 Community Drive. Many 
thanks for all the donations at Shredding 
Days and thanks to you individual donors 
who drop off food regularly at the Human 
Services Center!

MEALS ON WHEELS

The Human Services Center is the head-
quarters for the local Meals on Wheels 
program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch 
and cold supper Monday through Friday 
mornings except holidays. Cost is $30 per 
week. Call 440-526-2499 for enrollment 

information.

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION

Need a ride? Transportation is available 
for residents 60 and over, Monday through 
Friday from 9 to 4. Our cars will take you 
to a medical appointment anywhere in 
Cuyahoga County.  Our bus will take you 
to a restaurant on the first Friday of the 
month. An application on file is necessary. 
Call the Human Services Center for more 
information at 440-526-2499.

Arts and Crafts

THE HANDCRAFTERS

Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn 
how to make greeting cards, place cards, 
knit, crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint 
or scrapbook. Make things for yourself 

or help us make items for hospice or the 
Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little 
bit of chit chat goes on too. You’ll make 
new friends. Free to registered members. 

Cards and Games 

Free with Human Services paid member-
ship

CANASTA – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm

DOMINOES – Thursdays from 1 to 4 pm

BRIDGE – Fridays from 12:30 - 4 pm

MAH JONGG – Wednesdays from 9 to 
Noon

PINOCHLE – Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 1 to 3 pm.

Fitness
Some fitness programs are free with a 

paid membership to the Human Services 
Center or the Community Center. 

Water exercise classes do  
require a class fee.

BALANCE WITH JANE

Wednesdays from 10:00 am

Join us for a low impact workout de-
signed to improve balance and coordina-
tion utilizing various walking surfaces and 
light strength exercises.

SENIOR YOGA

Mondays from 10:45 am with Alyce

Fridays from 10:45 am with Maryanne

Yoga class designed for gentle movement, 
mediation, flexibility and balance for the 
senior population.

 SENIORS IN MOTION WITH EVE

Wednesdays from 10:45 am

You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be 
able to do sitting down that will make you 
feel better!

DANCE FOR PARKINSON’S RETURNS

This program is for people with Par-
kinson’s Disease. Caregivers and partners 
are always welcome. Dance partners are 
available if desired. Come and enjoy fun 
music and friendship while benefiting 
from movement and dance led by Fred 
and Dianne Discenzo.

Sessions are held on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month at 11:30am. 

Soft-soled shoes required.
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In the kitchen with Chef Dina

One of My Favorites!
by Chef Dina Lawton

March

1 Apple Cinnamon Butterscotch Scone, Scrambled eggs, 
Sausage, Fruit.

8 Pancakes, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Cottage cheese.

15 Cherry Almond Scone, Scrambled eggs, Sausage, Fruit.

22 Quiche Lorraine (onion, bacon, cheese) Bacon,  
Hashbrown, Applesauce.

29 Breakfast Sliders (eggs, Canadian bacon, cheese,  
Hawaiian roll), Bacon Fruit.

April

5 Baked Oatmeal w/ Apples, Cranberries, Pecans,  
Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Yogurt.

12 Sausage, Egg & Hashbrown Breakfast Bake, Sausage, 
Biscuit, Cottage Cheese w/ Pineapple.

19 Garden Vegetable Frittata (Tomato, Spinach,  
Mushroom, Cheese) Bacon, Roasted potatoes, Fruit.

26 Eggs Benedict Bake (Eggs, English muffins, Canadian 
Bacon, Hollandaise sauce) Canadian bacon, Fruit.

March

3 Meatloaf w/ gravy, Potato Soup, Strawberry Crunch 
Cake.

10 Tuscan Chicken (spinach, tomato cream sauce),  
Cavatappi pasta, Side Salad, Roll, Cinnamon Apple 
Crumb Cake.

17 Shepard’s Pie, Side Salad, Dinner Roll, Irish Cream 
Cake.

24 BFD (Breakfast for Dinner) Cherries ‘N’ Cream Cheese 
Brioche Bread Pudding w/ Cherry Sauce, Sausage, 
Bacon, Hashbrown.

31 French Onion Chicken, Long Grain Rice, Roasted Veg-
etable Blend, Red Velvet Cake w/ Cream Cheese Icing.

April

7 Beef Stew, Roll, Raspberry Lemon Cake.

14 Chicken & Artichoke Tri-Colored Rotini Pasta, Side 
Salad, Chocolate Lover’s Cake.

21 Barbeque & Pineapple Pork Chop, Garden Rice,  
Vegetable Blend, Toffee Caramel Cake.

28 Maple & Mustard Glazed Chicken Thigh, Sweet  
Potatoes w/ Pecans, Candied Carrots, Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Cake.

Grab & Go lunches are every 
Thursday starting at 11:30.  
Due to the overwhelming 
popularity of the Grab & Go 
Lunches, reservations are 
necessary:
Please call the Human 
Services office 526-2499 on 

Thursday morning to make your reservation for the following 
week.  To be fair to everyone, reservations for “first-call-first 
serve” is the only way we can fill the continually “SOLD OUT” 
lunches.
This is for Brecksville residents 60 years + only.

THURSDAY PICK UP: LAST NAMES:  A-L 11:30 AND M-Z 12 NOON

Tuesday mornings serving from 9:30 - 10:30 am, Gathering 
Room closes at 11 am. Cost is $5. All are welcome, but you 
must make a reservation Tuesday through Friday at the front 
desk of HS or by calling 440-526-2499.

Vinaigrette  (makes ½ cup)
¼ cup Orange Juice
¼ cup Olive Oil
3 Tablespoons Honey
½ Teaspoon of Dijon Mustard
Pinch of Kosher Salt & Black Pepper
In a bowl, combine orange juice, honey, mustard, salt and 
pepper and whisk together .  Slowly, add in the olive oil and 
whisk until emulsified .  Adjust salt and pepper to your liking .  
Set aside

Beet & Goat Cheese Salad with an Orange Vinaigrette

Salad
Spring Mix (or you can use spinach, arugula, or romaine)

4 small cooked beets- cut into chunks (or you may use a 
can of beets)
1 orange segmented (or you can use 1 can of mandarin 
oranges)
Goat cheese crumbles
Arrange amounts of greens, beets, oranges, and cheese to 
your liking .  Drizzle with dressing and serve .
Enjoy!15



Recreation

Fitness Schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spin and Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:00 am Body Burn - Gina Body Burn - Gina

7:00 am Morning Yoga Flow - Bea Body Burn - Gina Body Burn - Gina

8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda Pure Strength - Jane FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:05 am Barre Fusion  - Gina

8:30 am Spin and Strength -Jane Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise  Yoga - Linda

9:15 am

9:30 am Yoga Basics  Amy  Gentle Yoga - Maryanne

10:00 am Balance - Jane

FREE

10:15 am Spinning® - 

Belinda

Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Spinning - Rhonda

10:45 am Seniors Yoga - Alyce

FREE

Seniors in Motion - Eve

FREE

Senior Yoga - Maryanne

FREE

11:15 am

Noon

4:30 pm Spin and Strength -Angie

5:45 pm Cycle with Lo

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Linda

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

Tueday, May 3 through Saturday, June 25 
Beginner/Advanced Tiny Tigers

Ages 4-6

This program is geared to develop listening and awareness 
skills, attention span, and coordination skills.

Session A   Tuesdays 5:30pm-6:00pm 
                    Thursdays 6:00pm-6:30pm

Session B Wednesdays 5:30-6pm 
                   Saturdays 9:30am-10am

NEW 
TIME

Aqua Egg Hunt
Friday, April 8th

Join us for our Annual Aqua Easter Egg Hunt! There will be floating eggs and sinking eggs 
for the hunters to find . One “magic” egg per age group will earn the hunter a special prize . 
The Aqua Egg Hunt will take place in the Brecksville Aquatic Center Activity and Competitive 
Pools . All participants will receive prizes . We will also have a craft for children to do before 
or after the Hunt! We will provide a bag for the hunter to collect their eggs in . CHILDREN 
UNDER 6 Years old MUST HAVE A TRUSTED ADULT IN THE WATER . If your child 6 or older 
and is not a strong swimmer, a trusted adult is required to be in the water . Life jackets are 
permitted to be worn by children WITH an adult in the water . Children that are not potty 
trained must wear a swim diaper . Swim diapers are available for purchase at the front desk 
of the Community Center .

 Section Age Time

Section A 6 mos .-18 mos .  5:30-6:00 pm

Section B 18 mos .- 36 mos .  6:00-6:30 pm

Section C 3-4 yrs  6:30-7:00 pm

Section D 5-6 yrs . 7:00-7:30 pm

Section E 7-8 yrs .  7:30-8:00 pm

Section F  8-12 yrs .  8:00-8:30 pm

Come to the 
Community Center for Some  

Hoppin’ Good Easter Bunny Fun!
Wednesday, April 13 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm

Hey Kids! Make a special Easter craft, decorate a yummy take-home treat and 
visit with the Easter Bunny himself! Photo opportunity included. This event is 

an open house style event with activities in different rooms of the  
Human Services Center. 

Please plan to arrive no later than 4:45 pm in order to have time to  
enjoy all of the activities.

Space is limited registration begins March 1 for Brecksville Residents. 

BCC members $3, Residents $4 and Non-Residents $5  
Contact the Community Center for more information.

Cost:

$5 Brecksville Community Center Members

$6 Brecksville Residents

$7 Non-Residents

*No third child discount for special events .
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Fitness Schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spin and Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:00 am Body Burn - Gina Body Burn - Gina

7:00 am Morning Yoga Flow - Bea Body Burn - Gina Body Burn - Gina

8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda Pure Strength - Jane FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:05 am Barre Fusion  - Gina

8:30 am Spin and Strength -Jane Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise  Yoga - Linda

9:15 am

9:30 am Yoga Basics  Amy  Gentle Yoga - Maryanne

10:00 am Balance - Jane

FREE

10:15 am Spinning® - 

Belinda

Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Spinning - Rhonda

10:45 am Seniors Yoga - Alyce

FREE

Seniors in Motion - Eve

FREE

Senior Yoga - Maryanne

FREE

11:15 am

Noon

4:30 pm Spin and Strength -Angie

5:45 pm Cycle with Lo

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Linda

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

NEW 
TIME

NEW 
TIME

Pure Strength with Jane
Wednesdays 8 am

Dates Days  Time

 Through May 1 M/W/F 10:30 am - 2:30 pm

Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games 
and let them burn off some energy. Various toys and 
equipment will be available for use in the field house. 
Bring your lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is 
no Gym Time when school is canceled due to weather 
conditions or scheduled school holidays.

Cost Resident member $40, Resident $50,  Non-resident 
$60

Beginner/Advanced Karate for Kids

Ages 7-12

This program is faster paces than the Tiny Tigers 
program but is shares some of the same goals, including 
integrity, perseverance, discipline, honesty, respect, self-
control, leadership, self-confidence, and self-esteem.  
These building blocks, along with Songahm Taekwondo 
are intended to develop a more complete person.

Tuesdays 6-6:30pm – All levels

Wednesdays 6:30-7pm – Blue through Red/Black Belts

Thursdays 6:30-7pm – White through purple Belts

Saturdays 10-10:30am – All Levels

Cost Resident member, $60, Residents $70,  
Non-resident $80

Black Belt Karate

The Black Belt program is for those students who have 
progressed to the level of Black Belt.  It continues to 

develop the goals and disciplines of the Karate for Kids 
program.

Tuesdays 6:30-7pm – All levels

Wednesdays 6:30-7pm – 1st Degrees

Thursdays 7-7:30pm – 2nd & 3rd Degrees

Saturdays 10:30-11:15am – All levels

Cost Resident member, $80 Residents  $90,  
Non-resident $100

Adult and Teen Taekwondo

Ages 13+

Adult and Teen Taekwondo focuses on teaching Korean 
Karate techniques such as kicking, blocks, and self-
defense.  It also stresses the foundational goals of a a 
positive mental attitude and high goal setting.

Tuesdays 7-7:30pm – All levels

Wednesdays 7-7:30pm

Saturdays 11:15-noon

Cost Resident member $80, Residents $90,  
Non-resident $100

No Classes Saturday, March 26, Tuesday, March 28, 
Wednesday, March 29, Thursday, March 30

Registration In progress for Residents and  
Non-residents, ends 3 days before first class.
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Recreation

$75.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $85.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $95.00 for non-residents

Girls 10U – Minitail – Formally known as Pigtail 
(9-11 year olds) 

Kids will be pitching in this modified fast pitch 
league.  Full softball uniforms are furnished and 
kept by the participant at the end of the season.  
Teams play a 10 game season and a possible post 
season tournament.  Games are played Monday 
through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm 
and occasionally on Saturday.  The game season 
begins the week before Memorial Day and will be 
completed by the middle of July.  Practices are 
scheduled to begin at the end of April.  Games 
will be played in Brecksville, Independence, Valley 
View, Brooklyn Hts., Newburg Hts., and Seven 
Hills. 

$80.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $90.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $100.00 for non-residents

Girls 13U – Pigtail – (12-14 year olds)  

Kids will be pitching in this modified fast pitch 
league.  Teams play a 10-12 game season with a 
possible post season tournament and all-star 
game.  Games are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally 
on Saturdays.  Full softball uniforms are furnished 
and kept by the participant at the conclusion of 
the season.  The game season begins the week 
before Memorial Day and  will be completed by 
the middle of July.  Practices are scheduled to 
begin at the end of April.  Games will be played in 
Brecksville, Independence, Valley View, Brooklyn 

Girls Softball Leagues
League Age (as of 8/1/22) Tentative Times

Girls 8U – Machine Pitch - #331251-81 
 6-8 year olds Varies M-Sa

Girls 11U – Minitail  - #331252-8 
 9-11 year olds Varies M-Sa

Girls 14U – Pigtail - #331253-81 
 12-14 year olds Varies M-Sa

Girls 18U – High School Slow Pitch - #331254-81 
 15-18 year olds Varies M-Sa

Inter-City Play:  Some leagues play with other 
cities in the area .  
Machine Pitch – Brecksville Only 
Pigtail—Brecksville, Broadview Hts . and  
Independence 
Ponytail—Brecksville, Broadview Hts . and 
Independence 
H .S . Girls—League made up of various local 
cities .

Girls 8U – Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds)

Must furnish your own helmet.

The machine pitch program is designed to 
continue the skill development, learning and 
positive play learned in the Co-ed Tee Ball 
program. Teams play a 10 game season. Games 
are one hour and are played Monday through 
Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and 
occasionally on Saturday.  Participants will be 
furnished with t-shirts and caps.  Games will 
be played on Tony Niccoli Turf Field with either 
a coach or staff running a sling arm pitching 
machine.

Hts., Newburg Hts., and Seven Hills.  

$80.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $90.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $100.00 for non-residents

Girls 18U – High School Slow Pitch League  
(14-18 year olds) 

Games are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasion-
ally on Saturdays with inter-city play between 
neighboring cities.  Full softball uniforms are 
furnished and kept by the participant at the end 
of the season. The game season begins the week 
before Memorial Day and post season tourna-
ment games will be completed by the middle of 
July.  Practices are scheduled to begin at the end 
of April.  Participants must be in High School.  
This is a slow pitch softball league.  Games will be 
played in Brecksville, Middleburg Hts., Strongs-
ville, Parma Hts., Brook Park, Olmsted Falls, & 
Brunswick

$85.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $95.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $105.00 for non-residents

Registration: (Minors – High School) In progress, 
Ends 4/11/22

Registration: (8U - Machine Pitch) In progress,  
Ends 5/9/22

Play 
Ball!
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Boys Baseball Leagues
It’s time once again for the boys of summer to 
pull out the leather glove and get ready for 
another season of baseball!  The baseball season 
begins after Memorial Day and can run until 
the first week of August.  Practices for most 
leagues start the beginning to the middle of 
May. Machine Pitch, will begin at the end of May.  
Leagues and ages are listed below. 

League  Age (as of 8/1/22) Tentative Times

Boys 8U – Machine Pitch - # 331141-81

 6-8 year olds Varies M-Sa

Boys 10U - Minors - # 331142-81

 9-10 year olds Varies M-Sa

Boys 12U - Majors - # 331143-81 

 11-12 year olds Varies M-Sa

Boys 15U - Pony - #331144-81 

 13-15 year olds Varies M-Sa

Boys 18U - H .S . - # 331145-81

 15-18 year olds Varies M-Sa

Inter-City Play:  Some leagues play with other 
cities in the area .  
Boys 8U: Brecksville Only 
Minors, Majors, Pony—Brecksville, Indepen-
dence, (maybe surrounding communities) 
High School—League made up of various local 
cities . 

Must furnish your own helmet. 

Boys 8U Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds) 

The Machine Pitch program is designed to con-
tinue the skill development, learning and positive 
play learned in the Co-ed Tee Ball program. 
Teams play a 10 game season. Games are one 
hour and are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasion-
ally on Saturdays.  Practice begins towards the 
end of May, and games will begin in June at the 
conclusion of the school year.  Participants will 
be furnished with t-shirts and caps.  Games will 
be played on Tony Niccoli Turf Field with either 
a coach or staff running a sling arm pitching 
machine.

$75.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $85.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $95.00 for non-residents

Boys 10U Minors (9-10 year olds)

Kids will be pitching in this league.  Teams play 
a 9-10 game season with a possible post season 
tournament.   Full baseball uniforms are fur-
nished and kept by the participant at the end of 
the season.  Games are played Monday through 

Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and 
occasionally on Saturdays. The game season the 
week before Memorial Day and will be completed 
by the middle of July.  Practices are schedule to 
begin the middle of April.

$80.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $90.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $100.00 for non-residents

Boys 10U - Majors (11-12 year olds)

Kids will be pitching in this league. Teams play 
a 11-12 game season with a possible post season 
tournament.  Games are played Monday through 
Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and 
occasionally on Saturdays.  Full baseball uniforms 
are furnished and kept by the participant at the 
conclusion of the season.  The game season the 
week before Memorial Day and will be completed 
by the middle of July.  Practices are schedule to 
begin the middle of April. 

$80.00 for Brecksville Community Center Mem-
bers, $90.00 for Brecksville residents and Broad-
view Heights residents, $100.00 for non-residents

Boys 15U - Pony League (13-15 year olds) 

Teams play a 12 game season with a possible post 
season tournament.  Games are played 
Monday through Friday between 6:00pm and 
10:00pm and occasionally on Saturdays.  Full 
baseball uniforms are furnished and kept by the 
participant at the end of the season. The season 
begins the week before Memorial Day and will 
be completed by the middle of July.  
Practices are scheduled to begin 
the middle of April. 

15 Year olds are permit-
ted to pitch one in-
ning in this league, 
if your birthday is 
before August 
1st, 2022, you 
are considered 
to be 15 the 
entire season.

$85.00 for Brecksville Community Center 
Members, $95.00 for Brecksville residents 
and Broadview Heights residents, $105.00 for 
non-residents

Boys 18U - High School  
(15-18 year olds) 

Games are played Monday through Friday be-
tween 6:00pm and 10:00pm and on Saturdays. 
Baseball uniforms are furnished and kept by 
the participant at the conclusion of the season.  
Inter-city play between neighboring cities. The 
season begins the week  before Memorial Day 
and will be completed by the middle of July.  
Practices are schedule to begin the middle of 
April. Participants must be in High School. 

$90.00 for Brecksville Community Center 
Members, $100.00 for Brecksville residents 
and Broadview Heights residents, $110.00 for 
non-residents

$90.00 for Brecksville Community Center 
Members, $100.00 for Brecksville residents 
and Broadview Heights residents, $110.00 for 
non-residents 

Practices begin late April and games in May

Registration: (Minors – High School) In prog-
ress,  Ends 4/11/22

Registration: (8U - Machine Pitch)In progress,  
Ends 5/9/22
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Recreation
18 & Over
Sundays, May 15 -July 10  from 5:00-11:00pm
Sundays, July 17 -August 28  from 5:00-11:00pm
This is a recreational coed softball league; it will 
be played on Brecksville City Fields C and F on 
Sunday nights between the hours of 3:00pm and 
10:00pm.  There will be 2 sessions: First session 
will be May 15th – July 10th and the second 
session will be July 17th – August 28th.  If you 
sign up for both sessions, you will receive a $100 
discount on league fees.  Each session will be 5 
week long double headers regular season, with a 
single elimination tournament to conclude each 
session.  
For more information, please call 546-2300.
Cost:
$350.00 per team: per session.  If you sign up for 
both sessions there will be a $100 discount 
Additional Costs:
$60.00 due at the managers meeting for forfeit 
fee, it will be refunded at the end of the season
$30.00 due before start of game
 
Registration: In progress

Tee Ball
Age Time Activity #

Ages 4-6 M-S varies 331361-81

The Coed Tee Ball Program is designed to 
provide a positive and nurturing developmental 
environment for children and adults. Teach and 
develop basic fundamentals, rules, and strategies 
to players. Typically, two games are scheduled 
each week between 6:00-9:00pm, Monday 
through Friday, and occasionally on Saturdays.  
Your coach may schedule a practice after Memo-
rial Day to meet the children, time and weather 
permitting.  Games will begin after the school 
season has completed and the program will end 
by the end of July.  Participants are furnished 
with t-shirts, baseball caps.  This is a Tee Ball 
program, there will be NO coach pitch.  The Tee 
Ball program will be held on the Tony Niccoli 
Turf Field at Blossom Hill. Must furnish your own 
helmet .

Registration: In progress through May 9

Cost:  Members $70.00, Residents $80.00 and 
Non-Residents $90.00

Little Hitters 
Baseball

Little Hitters Baseball is a parent-child based 
program for children ages 3-5 who are interested 
in having fun and learning the fundamentals 
of baseball or softball.  Little Hitters Baseball 
allows children the opportunity to work one-
on-one with a parent; teaches children a variety 
of baseball skills including throwing, catching, 
batting, running and agility; offers exercises that 
become increasingly more challenging as the 
class progresses and children show improve-
ment; is taught with fun, safe, developmentally 
appropriate equipment.   Little Hitters Baseball 
classes meet at the Blossom Hill Gym/Tony 
Niccoli Turf Field.

Dates/Time:  

Session I: Wednesday Evenings 

April 20 - May 25 5:30pm-6:15pm

Session II: Wednesday Evenings

April 20 - May 25 6:15pm-7:00pm

Cost: $45 for BCC members, $55 for residents and 
$65 for non-residents

Registration: In progress - 4/18/21
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Let’s 
Play!!

Sunday’s Court A & B 3 - 5 pm
Tuesday’s Court B 9 - 11 am
Thursday’s Court B 9 - 11 am

Friday’s Court B 7 - 9 pm

The City of Brecksville is offering open  
Pickleball four days a week for members,  

residents and non-residents. 

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the 
country, rapidly becoming embraced by all 

ages and abilities!

This highly adaptable game uses light weight 
equipment, small court space and is a perfect 
game for you and family members/friends to 

learn to play together and keep moving!

Location: Community Center Fieldhouse .

8 swipe punch passes can be purchased at the  
Brecksville Community Center . 

Members FREE - Residents - $35 and Non-Residents - $40Serving Up Some Fun!!Serving Up Some Fun!!

Coed Softball



Ages: 18 and over

Day Date Time

M-Th June 7 - August 26 6:00-8:00pm

Registration: Resident in progress, non-resident 
begins 3/8, ends 5/21.

Cost: $75.00 registration fee per team.

Description: Welcome to the Brecksville Recre-
ation Adult Bocce League.  This is a coed league, 

Tony Niccoli introduced us to this widely-ac-
claimed program, which incorporates all the 
Best Practices recommended by the US Soccer 
Association.  The written curriculum provides 
age-appropriate activities based on the cognitive, 
psycho-motor, psycho-social and emotional stage 
of each age-group.  Each session will be instruct-
ed by BSA staff and Brecksville – Broadview Hts. 
Soccer players.

U3 Academy (ages 3) is a parent-child program 
for children ages 3-4 who are interested in having 
fun and learning the fundamentals of soccer. The 
program allows children the opportunity to work 
one-on-one with a parent, teaches a variety of 
soccer skills, offers exercises that become increas-
ingly more challenging as the class progresses. 
Children show improvement and the class is 
taught with fun, safe, developmentally appropriate 
equipment. 9:15am-10:00am. 

Cost: Resident Members - $45, Residents - $55, 
Non-Residents - $65
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U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) will engage in the 
ABC’s of player movement—Agility, Balance and 
Coordination.  The ball will be used in most 
activities to facilitate body-movement and ball 
control.  These players will play 1v1 and 2v2 games.  
Constant activity will be the target, so balls will be 
in continuous play. 10:00am-11:00am. 

Cost: Resident Members - $70, Residents - $80, 
Non-Residents - $90

U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) will engage in 
small-sided games with 4v4 being the best format, 
but 3v3 and 5v5 might also be employed for older 
players.  Their training will be games-based with 
a variety of competitive games that will challenge 
players to learn the tactics of the game—how to 
get a team shape; how to avoid pressure by pass-
ing back; how to defend; how to switch the ball to 
the side with less pressure. 11:00am-12:00pm. 

Cost: Resident Members - $70, Residents - $80, 
Non-Residents - $90

U8 League (ages 7 and 8) will serve as an intro-
duction to traditional league play in a 4v4 setting.  

One training session weekly and games to be 
played on Saturday mornings.  Teams will travel 
to Shaker Heights and surrounding communities, 
games will be played at Blossom Hill turf field and 
away sites.  Teams will be formed and volunteer 
coaches will manage teams.  This division will 
help grow the “club” concept and stress individual 
player development and team concept.  Practices 
to begin early April. 12:00pm-2:00pm. 

Cost: Resident Members - $80, Residents - $90, 
Non-Residents - $100

An explanation of what we do and why we do it 
will be provided to parents who will be able to 
comprehend our long-term player development 
scheme.  We have found that the players coming 
out of our Academy are well-prepared to play 6v6 
and the emotional hook has been set.  The passion 
to compete in a team-sport will be embedded.  All 
sessions meet at the Blossom Hill turf field. 

All Divisions begin April 23 – end June 4  
(OFF May 28 – Memorial Day) 
Registration In progress until March 31

Adult Bocce League teams can be female/female, female/male or 
male/male.  The league will run over 9 weeks, 
including a single elimination tournament to 
conclude.  You may register your team, at least 
two people, along with a maximum of two 
substitutes, at the front desk of the Brecksville 
Community Center.  
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Recreation

Ages 4-18

We are excited to announce we 
have partnered with CENTER 
COURT TENNIS CLUB to offer 
youth tennis lessons through 

the Brecksville Recreation Department this sum-
mer.  Classes will be held at the outdoor courts 
located by City Hall.

Tot Tennis - Focus will be on hand and eye 
coordination drills, fundamentals of the volleys, 
and ground strokes.

Games based on aiming competitions and 
distance control.  As skills improve, live ball drills 
will be introduced with the goal in mind to lead 
to real points and game situations.

Beginner - Focus on teaching proper funda-
mentals, volleys, groundstroke, serve, etc.  Hand 
and eye coordination drills in combination with 
aiming and control drills.  Progressions which 
will advance from learning how to hit the ball, to 
consistently hitting it over the net, to placement 
on the court.  As the skills improve, we will be 
challenging players with live ball drills and 
games.  If we have repeats as a second and third 
week, aside from improving the fundamentals, 
we also are focusing in learning how to construct 
a point and play real tennis (with serve).

Intermediate - As the kids graduate from begin-
ner tennis or already have some experience, we 
will focus on developing a solid foundation (try-
ing to avoid bad habits).  At this stage the player 
should have a basic understanding of the game 

Adults over Age 18
We are excited to announce we have partnered 
with CENTER COURT TENNIS CLUB to offer adult 
tennis lessons through the Brecksville Recreation 
Department this summer.  Classes will be held at 
the outdoor courts located by City Hall.
Session Time Dates

Session I 6 - 7:30 pm  June 1-22
Session II 6 - 7:30 pm July 6-27
Session III 6 - 7:30 pm August 3-24
Registration Begins March 1  for residents and 
March 8 for Non-residents & Ends Thursday prior 
to session start date.
Cost

Beginner & Intermediate  $60 BCC members, $70 
Residents, $80 Non-Residents
Location Tennis Courts behind Brecksville City 
Hall. 

Center Court Tennis Club YOUTH Tennis Camp

Center Court Tennis Club ADULT Tennis Camp

which will allow us to work on more challenging 
tasks like:

• Hitting the ball to different targets.

• Trying to hit a target on a moving position.

• Live ball drills with a more complicated setting 
(changing direction, multiple positions, etc.)

• Be able to address different strategies and set ups.

• More competitions with real tennis in mind, and 
advice how to practice in order to keep improving.

If the situation permits do a little tournament (just 
for fun) in the last day to experience competition in 
a different way.

**Registered participants will receive a 10% NEW 
player discount at CENTER COURT for Fall or 
Winter lessons.**

 Age Group Time Days

 Tot Tennis  10:30am-11am M,T,W,Th

 7-9 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th

 10-12 year olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th

 13-18 olds 1pm-2pm M,T,W,Th

Beginner Session I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 6-9

Beginner Session II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 13-16

Beginner/Intermediate Session III . . . . June 20-23

Beginner/Intermediate Session IV. . . . .June 27-30

Beginner/Intermediate Session V . . . . . June 11-14

Beginner/Intermediate Session VI. . . . . .July 18-21

Beginner/Intermediate Session VII . . . . July 25-28

Beginner/Intermediate Session VIII. . . . .  Aug. 1-4

Instruction Certified Center Court Tennis Club 
Instructor
Contact  For more information, please contact  
Jim Kolesar at Brecksville Community Center  
440-546-2008.
Program Policies
• Class participant to instructor ratio will be 

limited to provide optimum instruction per 
participant.

• If weather is inclement, call 546-2300, ½ hour 
before class to determine whether class will be 
held.

• Rainouts will be scheduled for Fridays, or classes 
will be moved to the City of Brecksville Field 
House at Blossom Hill

• No refunds are available.  Credits only are given. 
• A cancellation fee may be charged if withdrawn 

within one week of class.
All athletic programming is subject to change. 

Registration Begins March 1  for residents and 
March 8 for Non-residents & Ends Thursday prior 
to session start date.
Cost

Tot Tennis: $45 BCC Members, $55 Residents, $65 
Non-Residents

Beginner & Intermediate  $55 BCC members, $65 
Residents, $75 Non-Residents

Location Tennis Courts behind Brecksville City 
Hall. 

Instruction Certified Center Court Tennis Club 
Instructor

Contact For more information, please contact Jim 
Kolesar at Brecksville Community Center 440-546-
2008.

Program Policies
• Participants must provide their own racquet.  Ju-

nior rackets are recommended for 6-7 year olds.
• Class participant to instructor ratio will be 

limited to provide optimum instruction per 
participant.

• If weather is inclement, call 546-2300, ½ hour 
before class to determine whether class will be 
held.

• Rainouts will be scheduled for Fridays, or classes 
will be moved to the City of Brecksville Field 
House at Blossom Hill

• No refunds are available.  Credits only are given. 
• A cancellation fee may be charged if withdrawn 

within one week of class.
All athletic programming is subject to change.
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Junior Camp - Ages 6 - 8 (or finished kindergarten)

Senior Camp - Ages 9-12

Camp Hours: 9 am - 4 pm

Come join us at Brecksville Community Center 
for the summer! Your child will enjoy field trips, 
swimming, sports, arts & crafts, hikes, special 
events, and many more activities while making 
new friends.  Make Brecksville Community Center 
Summer Day Camp part of your child’s summer 
plans!

General Registration Information:

Register at the Front Desk of the Brecksville 
Community Center.

All field trips and activities are subject to change 
due to conflicts and availability.

A Health History Form must be completed and 
turned in prior to camp for each registered child.  
Forms can be obtained at the front desk.

Camp space is limited so please register early.

No Refunds for cancellation.  Credits only will 
be given.  

Registrations will continue until all sessions are 
filled, or the week before.

3rd Child Discount Brecksville Families with 3 
or more children attending the same week of 
camp will be given a third child discount.  The 
third and all proceeding children receive a 66% 
discount.

For more information call the Brecksville  
Community Center at 440-546-2300.

Registration Begins March 1 for Brecksville Res-
idents and March 8 for all others.  Medical form 
and Swim Permission form MUST be submitted at 
time of registration at the Brecksville Community 
Center.  Registration Packets including medical 
forms are available at http://www.brecksville.
oh.us/Departments/Recreation 

Summer Camp Refund Policy  
The City may keep a surcharge up to $10 if can-
celed in the month of March, 30% if cancellation 
is more than 6 weeks before the camp begins, 50% 
within 4 days of the first day of camp and regis-
tration will be forfeited if the camp has already 
begun.

Participants may sign up for any or all of the camp 
sessions on a first come first serve basis. 

Camp Policies For safety reasons, Parents or 
Guardians must sign each child in and out of camp 
each day.  You may not drop your child off outside 
and leave.

All camper items should be contained in a back-
pack or day bag.

Please place your child’s name on all personal 
items.

Campers will swim on weekly on Weds. & Fri.  
Please make sure your child has their swimsuits, 
towel, and sunscreen on those days.

No electronic games, expensive toys, trading cards, 
money or any other distracting items are allowed.

A Camp T-shirt will be distributed to each camper.  
Participants must wear their camp T-shirt every 
day.  All campers attending more than one camp 

Summer Camp

Session One- June 6 – June 10 

“Let the FUN begin!”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161-81 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-81 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-81 
After Care – Activity #333164-81 
**Field Trip: TBD

Session Two- June 13 – June 17 

“Jumping Into Summer” 
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161-82 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-82 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-82 
After Care – Activity #333163-82

**Field Trip: TBD

Session Three- June 20 – June 24  

“Just Keep Swimming”
Junior Camp – Activity #333161-83 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-83 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-83 
After Care – Activity #333164-83

**Field Trip: TBD

Session Four- June 27 – July 1   

“Camp Shore is Fun”
Junior Camp – Activity #333161-84 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-84 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-84 
After Care – Activity #333164-84

**Field trip: TBD

No Camp July 4– 8

Session Five- July 11 – July 15 

“We’re WILD About Camp”
Junior Camp – Activity #333161-85 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-85 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-85 
After Care – Activity #333164-85 
**Field Trip: TBD

Session Six- July 18 – July 22 

“Play All Day”
Junior Camp – Activity #333161-86 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-86 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-86 
After Care – Activity #333164-86 
**Field Trip: Play: TBD 

Session Seven- July 25 – July 29 

“Fun in the Sun”
Junior Camp – Activity #333161-87 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-87 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-87 
After Care – Activity #333164-87 
**Field Trip: TBD 

Session Eight- August 1 – August 5 

“It’s GAME Time”
Junior Camp – Activity #333161-88 
Senior Camp – Activity #333162-88 
Pre Care – Activity #333163-88 
After Care – Activity #333164-88

**Field Trip: TBD

session will receive a second camp T-shirt.  A 
maximum of 2 T-shirts for the summer.

No open toe shoes or sandals permitted.

The Brecksville Department of Recreation reserves 
the right to dismiss any participant whose behav-
ior is disruptive to the camp program.  Disruptive 
behavior is described but not limited to conduct 
that prevents the execution of activities or endan-
gers program participants and/or staff.

All camp activities are subject to change.

Children should  bring a non-perishable lunch, 
snack  and drink everyday, unless notified. No 
glass bottles will be permitted.  Bring a bathing 
suit, towel, and tennis shoes daily. Thursdays will 
be field trip days each week. 

Location Camp will be located at Brecksville 
Community Center. 

Cost $100 per week for BCC members, $115 per 
week for Brecksville-Broadview Hts. residents and 
$110 per week for non-residents

Additional Costs Extended Care is for families 
who need before and/or after camp supervision 
for their children. You must register for Extended 
Care prior to attending each camp week. Parents/
Guardians can pick up their children at any time 
during these hours:

Before Care 8:00-9:00am – $20.00/week  
After Care 4:00-5:00pm – $20.00/ week

Before and After Care spaces are limited.
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Recreation
Kids n Company

Fees: BCC Member $40, B or BH Residents $50 and Non 
Residents $60

Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins February 1 at 
5 am online, 8 am in person at the Community Center. 
Non-Residents begins February 8 at 5 am online, 8 am 
in person  
at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 
days before the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.  

Description: Levels 1 and 2 introduce you and your 
child to basic skills. As parents, you learn how to safely 
work with your child in the water, including how to 
appropriately support and hold your child in the 
water and how to prepare and encourage your child 
to participate fully and try the skills. In addition, you 
are introduced to several water safety topics. Your 
child receives an introduction to basic skills that lay a 
foundation for learning to swim.

NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear 
swim diapers in the water at all times. No child suffer-
ing from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the 
program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at 
the Community Center front desk if needed.  This class 
is designed for children 6 months to 3 years of age. A 
responsible adult participant who is comfortable in 
the water must accompany each child during all class 
sessions.

 Level 1  (Ages 6 months-2 years old) 

Activity # Days Times  Dates
322161-81 M/W 12-12:30pm  4/4-4/27
332161-61 Sat 12-12:30pm 6/11-7/30
332161-21 Tues 5-5:30pm 6/7-7/26

 Level 2  (Ages 2 - 4  years old) 

Activity # Days Times  Dates 
322162-81 M/W  12:30-1pm  4/4-4/27
332162-61 Sat 12:30-1pm 6/11-7/30
332162-21 Tues 5:30-6pm 6/7-7/26

Preschool
Fees : BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non 
Residents $65

Registration Dates: Brecksville Residents in progress for 
April classes, begins April 1 at 5 am online, 5:30 am in person 
for Summer.  Non-Residents in progress for April classes, 
begins April 8 at 5 am online, 5:30 am in person for Summer 

All registration ends 4 pm 2 days before the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.   

 Level 1  (Ages 3 .5-4 years old)

Your child is introduced to basic skills. These skills lay the 
foundation for developing water competency and the future 
skill development of swimming strokes. In addition, your child 
starts to develop positive attitudes and safe practices around 
the water. Certain milestones are necessary for successful 
completion 
of Preschool Aquatics Level 1, including: 

• Entering the water independently using ramp, steps or side 
and travel at least 5 yards. 

Summer.  Non-Residents in progress for April classes, begins 
April 8 at 5 am online, 5:30 am in person for Summer 

All registration ends 4 pm 2 days before the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.   

 Level 1 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children are introduced to basic skills as the foundation for 
future skills and the development of water competency. Skills 
taught include: 
• Entering the water independently using the ramp, steps or 

side. 
• Traveling at least 5 yards, bobbing 5 times and then safely 

exiting the water. 
• Opening eyes underwater and retrieving submerged object. 
• Gliding on front with assistance at least 2 body lengths. 
• Rolling to a back float for 5 seconds with assistance. 
• Recovering to a vertical position with assistance.
• Combined arm and leg actions on front and back with 

assistance. 
• Alternating and simultaneous arm and leg actions on front 

and back with assistance.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
322261-81 M/W  5:00-5:50pm  4/4-4/27
322261-82 M/W 6:00-6:50pm 4/4-4/27
332261-A1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/6-6/16
332261-A2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/6-6/16
332261-B1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/20-6/30
322261-B2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/20-6/30
322261-C1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/5-7/14*
322261-C2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/5-7/14*
322261-D1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/18-7/28
322261-D2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/18-7/28
322261-E1 M/W 5-5:50pm 6/7-6-30
322261-E2 M/W 6-6:50pm 6/7-6-30
322261-F1 M/W 5-5:50pm  7/5-28*
322261-F2 M/W 6-6:50pm  7/5-28*

 Level 2  (Ages 4 and up) 

Fundamental Aquatic Skills builds on skills learned in Level 1. 
Children begin to perform skills at a slightly more advanced 
level and begins gaining rudimentary propulsive skills on both 
the front and the back. This level marks the beginning of inde-
pendent aquatic locomotion skills. Some of the milestones that 
are necessary for successful completion of Level 2 include: 
• Stepping from the side into chest-deep water. 
• Fully submerging and holding breath. 
• Pushing off the bottom, moving into a treading or floating 

position for at least 
• 15 seconds, swimming on front and/ or back for 5 body 

lengths and then exiting 
the water. 

• Moving into a back float for 15 seconds, rolling to front and 
then recovering to a vertical position. 

• Pushing off and swimming using combined arm and leg ac-
tions on front for 5 body lengths, rolling to back, floating for 
15 seconds, rolling to the front and then continue swimming 
for 5 body lengths.

Activity #  Days Times Dates
322262-81 M/W  5:00-5:50pm  4/4-4/27
322262-82 M/W 6:00-6:50pm 4/4-4/27
332262-A1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/6-6/16
332262-A2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/6-6/16
332262-B1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/20-6/30
322262-B2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/20-6/30
322262-C1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/5-7/14*
322262-C2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/5-7/14*

• Submerging mouth and blowing bubbles for at least 3 
seconds. 

• Exiting the water safely. - Gliding on front for at least 2 body 
lengths with support. 

• Rolling to back and floating for 3 seconds with support. 

• Recovering to a vertical position with support.

Activity #  Days Times  Dates 
322163-81 M/W  5:00-5:40pm  4/4-4/27
322163-82 M/W 6:00-6:40pm 4/4-4/27
332163-A1 M-Th 10-10:40am 6/6-6/16
332163-A2 M-Th 11-11:40am 6/6-6/16
332163-B1 M-Th 10-10:40am 6/20-6/30
332163-B2 M-Th 11-11:40am 6/20-6/30
332163-C1 M-Th 10-10:40am 7/5-7/14*
332163-C2 M-Th 11-11:40am 7/5-7/14*
332163-D1 M-Th 10-10:40am 7/18-7/28
332163-D2 M-Th 11-11:40am 7/18-7/28
332163-E1 M/W 5-5:40pm 6/7-6-30
332163-F1 M/W 5-5:40pm  7/5-28*
* No class 7/4 7 class session, price prorated to reflect 
shorted session due to the holiday

 Level 2  (Ages 3 .5-4 years old) 

Continues laying the foundation for developing water compe-
tency and further skill development. Preschool Aquatics Level 2 
marks the beginning of independent aquatic locomotion skills. 
Children continue to explore using simultaneous and alternat-
ing arm and leg actions on the front and back to gain greater 
proficiency in preparation for performing strokes. Some of the 
milestones achieved in Preschool Aquatics Level 2 include: 

• Gliding on front at least 2 body lengths. 

• Rolling to back, floating on back for 15 seconds, and then 
recovering to a vertical position. 

• Gliding on back for at least 2 body lengths. 

• Rolling to front, then recovering to a vertical position. 

• Swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 
3 body lengths. 

• Rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to front then 
continuing to swim on front for 3 body lengths.

Activity #  Days Times  Dates 

322164-81 M/W  5:00-5:40pm  4/4-4/27

322164-82 M/W 6:00-6:40pm 4/4-4/27

332164-A1 M-Th 10-10:40am 6/6-6/16

332164-A2 M-Th 11-11:40am 6/6-6/16

332164-B1 M-Th 10-10:40am 6/20-6/30

332164-B2 M-Th 11-11:40am 6/20-6/30

332164-C1 M-Th 10-10:40am 7/5-7/14*

332164-C2 M-Th 11-11:40am 7/5-7/14*

332164-D1 M-Th 10-10:40am 7/18-7/28

332164-D2 M-Th 11-11:40am 7/18-7/28

332164-E2 M/W 6-6:40pm 6/7-6-30

332164-F2 M/W 6-6:40pm  7/5-28*

Learn to Swim  (Levels 1 - 6) 
Fees : BCC Member $50, B or BH Residents $60 and Non 
Residents $70

Registration Dates: Brecksville Residents in progress for April 
classes, begins April 1 at 5 am online, 5:30 am in person for 
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322262-D1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/18-7/28
322262-D2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/18-7/28
322262-E1 M/W 5-5:50pm 6/7-6-30
322262-E2 M/W 6-6:50pm 6/7-6-30
322262-F1 M/W 5-5:50pm  7/5-28*
322262-F2 M/W 6-6:50pm  7/5-28*

 Level 3 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children learn to swim the front crawl and elementary 
backstroke at rudimentary levels. They are introduced to the 
scissors and dolphin kicks, learn the survival float and increas-
es the time duration for treading water. Children also learn the 
rules for headfirst entries and begin to learn to enter the water 
headfirst from a seated position at poolside.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
322163-81 M/W  5:00-5:50pm  4/4-4/27
322163-82 M/W 6:00-6:50pm 4/4-4/27
332263-A1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/6-6/16
332263-A2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/6-6/16
332263-B1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/20-6/30
322263-B2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/20-6/30
322263-C1 M-Th 10-10:50am  7/5-7/14*
322263-C2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/5-7/14*
322263-D1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/18-7/28
322263-D2 M-Th 11-11:50am  7/18-7/28
322263-E1 M/W 5-5:50pm 6/7-6-30
322263-F1 M/W 5-5:50pm 7/5-28*

 Level 4 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children build on previously learned skills, improving the swim-
ming stroke proficiency and swimming for longer distances. 
In Level 4, students further develop strokes like Front Crawl, 
Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Elementary Backstroke, 
and Diving.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
322264-81 M/W  5:00-5:50pm  4/4-4/27
322264-82 M/W 6:00-6:50pm 4/4-4/27
332264-A1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/6-6/16
332264-A2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/6-6/16
332264-B1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/20-6/30
322264-B2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/20-6/30
322264-C1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/5-7/14*
322265-C2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/5-7/14*
322265-D1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/18-7/28
322265-D2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/18-7/28
322265-E1 M/W 5-5:50pm 6/7-6-30
322265-F1 M/W 5-5:50pm 7/5-28*

  Level 5  (Ages 5 and up) 

Our instructors follow a plan to refine all six swimming strokes 
including swimming for longer distances, introduce new water 
safety skills while building on ones previously learned and 
perform flip turns on the front and back. The expectations are 
higher now in regards to distance and quality.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
322265-81 M/W  5:00-5:50pm  4/4-4/27
322265-82 M/W 6:00-6:50pm 4/4-4/27
332265-A1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/6-6/16
332265-A2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/6-6/16
332265-B1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/20-6/30
322265-B2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/20-6/30
322265-C1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/5-7/14*

 Level  6 (Ages 5 and up)  

Our instructors follow a plan to refine swimming, physical 
fitness in the water and water safety skills that were taught 
throughout the levels. The expectations are quite high in re-

The purpose of the American Red Cross Lifeguarding 
course is to provide entry-level lifeguard participants 
with the knowledge and skills to prevent, recognize 
and respond to aquatic emergencies and to provide 

Competitive Swim Clinic 
Location BCC  Competitive Pool
Activity # Day Time Dates 
322362-32  M/W 7:00-8:15pm 4/4-4/27 
The swim clinic focuses on competitive swim tech-
niques and endurance for youth. This program is con-
sidered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.

 It is designed for those that have participated in at 
least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim or equivalent.

This program is restricted to Brecksville residents 
only.

Fees: Community Center Member 40.00 & Brecksville 
Resident 45.00

gards to distance and quality. Additionally, in Fitness Swimmer, 
you learn principles of training and how to evaluate your own 
level of fitness.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
322266-81 M/W  5:00-5:50pm  4/4-4/27
322266-82 M/W 6:00-6:50pm 4/4-4/27
332266-A1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/6-6/16
332266-A2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/6-6/16
332266-B1 M-Th 10-10:50am 6/20-6/30
322266-B2 M-Th 11-11:50am 6/20-6/30
322266-C1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/5-7/14*
322266-C2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/5-7/14*
322266-D1 M-Th 10-10:50am 7/18-7/28
322266-D2 M-Th 11-11:50am 7/18-7/28
322266-E2 M/W 6-6:50pm 6/7-6-30
322266-F2 M/W 6-6:50pm  7/5-28*
* No class 7/4 7 class session, price prorated to reflect 
shorted session due to the holiday

Lifeguard Training

American
Red Cross

care for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries 
and sudden illnesses until emergency medical services 
personnel take over. You must be at least 15 years old 
before the last scheduled class session to sign up, you 
must also be able to pass a prerequisite skills evalua-
tion administered on the first day of class.

Registration in progress

Cost Members $220, Resident $235, Non-Resident  $250

 *Spring Break Class  #322551-82* 
 3/28-3/31 M-Th 12-5pm

*April Evenings – April 26-29  #322551-83 from 4-8pm

Registration April 1

*May Weekends – May 6, 7, 13, 14 #322551-84 
 May 6 – 4pm-8pm 
 May 7– 12pm-4pm 
 May 13- 4pm-8pm 
 May 14- 12pm-4pm 
*August Class –  August 1 – 4  #332551-81 
 Monday – Thursday from 12 -4pm

Belugas Swim Team
Brecksville Beluga Swim is a summer recreational age 
group swim team . The Brecksville Community Center 
is a member of the Cuyahoga Valley Swim League 
(CVSL) . Other teams in this league include the cities 
of Independence, Parma, Parma Heights, Seven Hills, 
Bedford, Forest Hills, Brooklyn & CSI 
The team focuses on introducing children to compet-
itive swimming . The level of competition is compara-
tively low versus other year round programs such as 
the USA age group program .
This program should not be thought of as an 
extension of, or substitute for the Learn-To-Swim 
program . Although instruction is provided, the type 
of instruction is specific to stroke refinement, rather 
than stroke development . All swimmers should have 
the solid fundamentals skills for Front Crawl, Back-
stroke and Breaststroke . Participants need not know 
Butterfly to participate but it is recommended for the 
older age groups .

Fees Community Center Members $100,   
Residents $120 
Registration Brecksville Residents, begins April 1 at  
5 am online, 5:30am in person for Summer  
All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class 
begins .
*All programming is subject to change . 

June 6 through July 29

Practice M-F  8am-9am: 15 & Up, 13/14, 11/12
 9am-10am: 8 & Under, 9/10
   
 Boys  Girls
8 & Under 332443-08 332453-08
9/10  332443-10 332453-10
11/12  332443-12 332453-12
13/14  332443-14 332453-14
15 & up 332443-15 332453-15
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Horticulture

As we prepare for 
the 2022 grow-

ing season, I thought 
it might be a good 
idea to take a look at 

some of the questions 
I’ve been asked most 

frequently over the past few months.

WHAT ARE ARMY WORMS?  
AND WHAT HAPPENED LAST FALL?

Army worms are semi-tropical insects that 
mostly live in southern climates.  When 
they reach adulthood, they become moths 
– and when an outbreak of army worms 
is heavy, the adult moths are capable of 
entering the jet stream. This allows them 
to move great distances, as far as 500 miles 
in 24 hours.
It is not unusual for them to migrate 

north, but 2021 was a bit different because 
the infestation was extremely heavy. Hur-
ricane Ida helped move the moths north 
in great numbers. Insect infestation never 
affects every yard. The infected yards are 
usually victims of bad luck. In the case of 
these army worms, the first lawns to be 
infected were where the adults from the 
south landed—and then the infestation 
spread. It was such a widespread infesta-
tion because it’s something we rarely have 
to deal with, so most communities were 
unprepared.
When the adults arrive, the females lay 

eggs, usually on the flat surface of leaves. 
They will produce 100 to 500 eggs at a 
time, and the eggs hatch in five to seven 
days. It usually takes about four weeks be-
fore they complete their larval stage, then 
they pupate into adult moths and the cycle 
starts all over again.
In the lawn, they eat blades of grass all 

the way down to the crown, which is the 
part of the grass plant that connects the 
roots and blades. The blades of grass are 
necessary to shade and protect the crowns. 
When they are left exposed, the area 
where the crowns are can reach tempera-
tures more than 100 degrees—which will 
dehydrate the crown, ultimately killing the 
grass.
If you catch the damage from the worms 

early enough, the lawn can recover. In this 

situation, it is very important to water well 
to keep the crowns of the grass plants from 
drying up and dying. If you are too late, 
you will need to re-seed the damaged areas 
this fall.

ARE ARMY WORMS COMING BACK?

This is a difficult question to answer. The 
army worms that arrived in 2021 will 
not survive the winter. So the risk of new 
infestation depends on whether there is a 
heavy hatch in the South, and if weather 
conditions are right for the adult moths to 
catch a ride up north on the jet stream. All 
we can do is watch and wait.
The first line of defense is to watch for 

the caterpillars and kill them when you 

see them. The caterpillars grow up to two 
inches long and can be green, brown, or 
black in color Insecticides with caterpil-
lars listed on the label should work to kill 
them.

ARE FERTILIZER PRICES GOING TO GO UP? 

Unfortunately, the answer to this ques-
tion is yes. All major nutrients used in the 
production of primary row crops in the 
U.S.—including nitrogen (in the forms 
of anhydrous ammonia, urea, or liquid 
nitrogen), and potassium (potash)—have 
experienced varying degrees of upward 
price pressure. Compared to September 
2020 prices, ammonia has increased over 
210%, liquid nitrogen has increased over 
159%, urea is up 155%, and monoammo-
nium phosphate (MAP) has increased 
125%.  Diammonium phosphate (DAP) is 
up over 100% and potash has risen above 
134%.

ARE GRASS SEED PRICES  
GOING TO GO UP?

The answer to this question is also yes. 
There is only so much grass seed produced 
each year. It is harvested once a year in 

This allows them 
to move great 
distances,  
as far as  
500 miles  
in 24 hours.
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July, and there will be no more new seed 
available for 12 months. In 2021, the 
Willamette Valley in Oregon, where most 
of the world’s grass seed is grown, had an 
excessively dry and hot summer. Much 
of the state was under extreme or excep-
tional drought conditions this summer. 
The extreme high temperatures and lack 
of precipitation caused the soil to dry up, 
making difficult conditions for crops to 
grow. These conditions resulted in a lower 
yield of grass seed. 
Market demand for grass seed is typically 

pretty stable, so it is not difficult to pre-
dict—lower crop yield equals higher prices 
and vice versa. Last year threw a wrench in 
this system with unprecedented demand 
from both retail stores and lawn care busi-
nesses. Evidently, a lockdown is good for 
seed demand. 

ARE PLANTS GOING TO COST MORE?

There’s a recurring theme here – you can 
expect plants to cost more as well. The 
pandemic helped inspire people to put 
more time into their landscaping, which is 
wonderful—but also a source of increased 
demand. Couple that increase in demand 
with rising shipping costs, and it’s fair to 
assume about a fifteen percent increase in 
the cost of plants this year.
Are annuals lasting longer?
In our area, annual plants will last as long 

as the weather permits—and over the past 
few years, we’ve had a run of really warm 
fall weather, which means our annuals are 
lasting much longer than they may have 
previously.

WHAT WERE THE RED FLOWERS IN THE 
MEDIANS LAST YEAR?

The showy red flowers in the medians 
were begonias, specifically Whopper Red 
with Bronze Leaf. This variety produc-
es extra-large flowers up to three inches 
across, and it keeps blooming from spring 
through the end of fall. 
What is the most important thing to 

think about when planting trees?
For me, choosing a tree is first about 

finding what fits best in the area, and 
then thinking about what you want from 
the planting. To determine what will fit 

best, think about the available conditions 
(amount of light, water, soil conditions). 
Then consider the amount of space avail-
able for future growth—tree plantings 
should be considered permanent, or at 
least semi-permanent. This will tell you 
what size tree to look for—and then you 
can start to look for the varieties that will 
thrive in the space and fit your needs or 
wants in terms of shape, leaf color/type, 
flower, etc.

IS IMPROPER MULCHING REALLY THAT 
BAD FOR TREES?

The answer is definitely yes! In fact, I’ve 
previously written an entire article dedicat-
ed to this subject. When mulching around 
trees, make sure to avoid creating “tree 
volcanos.” This is a look you’ve probably 
seen out in the world, but I’m including 
some pictures to help illustrate exactly 
what I mean. When mulch is piled up 
over the base of the tree, it holds moisture 
against the tree, which can lead to rot and 
disease. It also creates an inviting place for 
insects and even small rodents to live. And 
it encourages roots to grow in the mulch 
instead of the soil, which often leads to 
girdling—a condition where roots grow 
around the base of the tree and choke it.

There is any easy way to avoid the neg-
ative consequences of poor mulching. 
When you are spreading your mulch, 
locate the tree’s root flare—the point 
where roots start to spread out from the 
trunk of the tree. Do not mulch over 
the root flare. If you’ve already mulched 
and you suspect you might have mulch 
placed too close to the tree, pull the 

mulch back until you can see the root 
flare. 
One easy way to tell if your tree is 

mulched too high is if it looks like a 
lollipop stick stuck in the ground. Trees 
get wider at the bottom—so if you can’t 
see a wider base, it’s buried under mulch 
and you’re at risk for the complications 
we’ve just reviewed.

WILL YOU STOP OVER AND GIVE ME 
ADVICE ON MY YARD?

Yes, as long as you are a Brecksville resi-
dent, I’m happy to stop by. Just give me 
a call and we can set up a time.
I’d like to close by thanking everyone 

for their questions throughout this year. 
Everyone has been so welcoming to me, 
and I’m truly grateful to have become 
part of this community. Please keep the 
questions coming this winter, and we 
will get ready for spring together. You 
can send questions to gardner@brecks-
ville.oh.us or to my direct email jdw-
yer@brecksville.oh.us. You can also feel 
free to call me at (440) 526-4794.
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