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Mayor’s message
“Summer’s lease hath 
all too short a date.” 

– William  
Shakespeare

Our Home Days 
event was exceptional, 

and we thank all of those who partici-
pated and joined in the celebration. As 
our summer activities come to a close, 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all who attended the City Con-
certs on the Square, our Human Services 
programs and the various Recreation 
activities that made up our summer; we 
appreciate your support and are hopeful 
you found them enjoyable.
Again, we hope you had a most pleas-

ant summer, and we hope you enjoy the 
beauty of fall by visiting our Metroparks 
and The Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park. We are fortunate in this com-
munity to witness the changing of the 
season through these trails and paths for 
walking and biking. One can easily enjoy 
the towpath and the National Park from 
Cleveland to Akron and the all-pur-
pose trail from the Cuyahoga Valley to 
Strongsville. We are honored to have 

these amenities as part of the recreation 
and beauty of our community. 

A Vital Aspect of Our 
Government

The Charter Review Commission was 
required to be appointed by September 1, 
2022 and approved by City Council. A 
special meeting of City Council took place 
on August 30 and legislation was adopt-
ed confirming the appointments for the 
Commission. Although not required by 
law, I have with previous Charter Review 
Commissions, requested each member of 
City Council to recommend one member 
to be added to the list of 
ten appointees including 
one Alternate Mem-
ber. The members are: 
Stephanie Simon Bartos, 
Daniel Bender, Michael 
Berlin, Jessica Vida 
Clough, Denis Gawlik, 
Theresa Cassaro Lesh, Jill 
Mansfield, Erich Schirch, 
Greg Skaljac, and Alter-
nate Member Robert Holub. We certainly 
look forward to working with them. All 
meetings are public and their indoctrinat-
ing/organizational meetings will begin in 
October. 

An Example of How  
Time Really Flies!

This year is the 30th Anniversary of the 
Community Center dedication and the 
50th Anniversary of the dedication of City 
Hall. We will be hosting celebrations on 
Sunday, September 25th at City Hall and 
Monday, September 26th at the Commu-
nity Center. There will be ceremonies each 
day, refreshments, displays and give away 
commemorative items. The 1971 Corner-
stone Time Capsule at City Hall will be 
opened and the contents displayed. There 
will be many artifacts displayed from both 
opening dedications along with a City of 
Brecksville Time Line of 1972 to date. 
Please watch for further information and 
publicity regarding these two historical 
events and please mark your calendars so 
that you and your families will be remind-
ed to attend and participate. It will be a 
fun time for all. 

Love for Our Town!
Congratulations to the property owners 

that were selected as Beautification Com-
mittee Awards recipients; Scott and Jen-
nifer Loomis, 6869 Mill Road; Mike and 
Nancy Stamas, 9281 Province Lane; Larry 
and Cathy Zgrabik, 5902 Fawn Lane; Joe, 
Liz, and Georgia DiVincenzo, 8937 Old 
Highland Road.
We thank them and recognize the hard 

work and dedication they demonstrated 
by the beauty of their properties. They are 
wonderful examples for our community 
and they certainly are part of what makes 
our community special. Appreciation to 

the Brecksville Beautification Com-
mittee for sponsoring this event, for 
the many seasonal decorations, the 
Community Garden, for their leader-
ship and contributions toward mak-
ing our City charming and green. 

Back to School
Many students are off to colleges 

and universities as well as private 
school systems and we wish them the very 
best. We welcome back our city school 
district students, faculty and staff.  Some 
students will have the honor of attending 
the new state of the art Elementary School. 
This new construction incorporates the 
latest technology, ideas, and many fun fea-
tures for the students and staff. I hope you 
have had the opportunity to tour the new 
facility and witness how wonderful this 
school truly is. Attached is the Blossom 
Hill Field House which will provide many 
recreational opportunities for our children 
during school and for our community of 
all ages during non-school hours of the 
day and when school is not in session. This 
combined project with the school district 
has saved our tax payers considerable dol-
lars in cost sharing. We thank our voters 
for their support and congratulate School 
Superintendent Joelle Magyar, our School 
Board and staff, our City Council and Ad-
ministrative Staff for a “job well done.” We 
celebrated the Ribbon Cutting on August 
1st with tours of the facilities provided in 
the days thereafter. The first day of school 
for the Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
School District is Tuesday, September 6. 
You will begin to see buses and children at 
stops waiting or walking. Please use cau-
tion in our school zones and please slow 

The Charter 
Review  

Commission was  
required to be  
appointed by  
September 1
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Council President     Laura Redinger

It’s amazing that we 
are making our way into 

the fall season of 2022.  I hope you have 
enjoyed sharing some lazy days of summer 
with family, friends and neighbors at our 
beautiful outdoor pool, one of the many 
baseball fields throughout town or even 
attended Home Days 2022 and saw the 
spectacular fireworks display.  
Throughout summer 2022, City Council 

and the Administration have remained 
busy.  I’m happy to share a few highlights:
• City Council welcomes the newest 

member of the City Administration 
– Monica Bartkiewicz as the Director 
of Planning and Community Develop-
ment.  We are excited to see Monica’s 
past experience put to good use for 
the benefit of the residents.  I’m sure 
you will get to know her soon as she 
hits the ground running and immerses 
herself in planning, grant writing and 
economic development.  

• The Auditor of State of Ohio recently 
completed our 2021 Annual audit 
and presented to City Council its 
findings.  I am pleased to report, the 
City’s financial reporting and controls 
are in excellent condition and the City 
received an Unqualified Opinion– the 
most favorable available.  Thank you 
to the Finance Department for leading 
the charge and the rest of the Admin-
istration  for the significant work that 
is needed to properly manage all that is 
necessary to achieve these results.

• The Service Department has made 
most of its way through the annual 
road paving and improvement work 
throughout town.  Work will continue 
into the fall to finish what is left prior 
to inclement weather.  As a reminder 
to residents, bi-annually, roads are as-
sessed/scored to prioritize those highest 
needed repairs each year.  Over the last 
five years, the City has spent approx-
imately $1.5 million per year.  Thank 

down throughout our city streets.

Helping Us Grow
I would like to take this opportunity to 

formally welcome the City’s new Director 
of Planning and Community Develop-
ment, Monica Bartkiewicz. Monica is 
a Brecksville resident with experience 
in planning, community and econom-
ic development, and has proven to be 
a great addition to our City. She is cur-
rently working to design an upgraded 
and expanded Economic Development 
and Community Planning page with our 
Graphics Coordinator Jinny Farr for our 
City website. Monica will also work closely 
with the Mayor’s Office regarding Eco-
nomic Development and with Purchasing 
Director Becki Riser in our Grant Writing 
program. We are excited to add Monica to 
our staff and recognize the many proven 
talents she brings to our government.

Coming Up
Please mark your calendars for the follow-

ing:
•  Fall Registration for Community Cen-

ter and Recreation Programs began 
• September 1st.
•  City Hall is closed on Monday, Sep-

tember 5  as we celebrate Labor Day.
•  The Firefighters’ Clambake, Satur-

day, September 10. Tickets can be  
purchased at the Fire Department.

•  Shred Your Documents Day, Saturday, 
September 17 from 9am to noon on  
the Municipal parking lot.

•  Leaf Collection to begin the week of 
October 10. 

•  BooVille, Sunday, October 23 from 
1pm to 4 pm at Blossom

• Halloween Trick-or-Treat, Monday, 
October 31, 6pm-8pm

I want to thank you all for your partic-
ipation in our City’s many events and 
programs this summer. We soon will 
experience the end of our streets program 
and many of the ongoing repairs to our 

infrastructure. We appreciate your coop-
eration and thank you for your patience.

What a Great Man
On a sad note, former Councilman Carl 

Opatrny passed away on August 5.
City Council issued a Resolution of 

Condolence offering its sympathy and 
reflecting on the many contributions 
this fine man made to this City and its 
people. He did so as a true gentleman 
providing leadership to City Council 
and service to many Boards and Com-
missions along with civic and church 
organizations. His dedication to the an-
nual Children’s Christmas Play for over 
20 years as Bumbles the toymaker with 
his memorable falsetto voice and classic 
facial expressions, demonstrated his love 
for family and children. Carl Opatrny 
will be missed and leaves a legacy of 
respectful, dedicated governance and 
community involvement to our city. 
Once again, drive safely, watch out for 

children. Wishing you good health and 
be safe.
Jerry N. Hruby, Mayor

you to the Service Department for all 
the hard work that is needed plan-
ning and executing this program.  
Dealing with weather to finish these 
projects is certainly no easy task.  

• Last but not least, the opening of the 
Blossom Field House and Elementary 
School is finally here.  The field house 
project dates back to the Blossom 
Hill Master plan committee report 
presented to City Council in 2011.  
This is another shining star for our 
Community and I know our resi-
dents will benefit from the new space 
available for sporting activities and 
community events.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to make 
this project possible. 

Please reach out to me if you have any 
questions – 440.319.0577 or lredinger@
brecksville.oh.us.  Enjoy the balance of 
summer and all that fall brings here in 
our beautiful town.  
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FinanceCouncil reports

At our May 17th 
meeting we recom-

mended, and council 
approved a resolution authorizing the issuance 
of a grant in the amount of $3,900.00 to the 
Brecksville Historical Association, Inc. to fund 
utility expenses at the Squire Rich Museum.  
This is something the City supports annually. 
That same meeting we recommended and 
council approved a resolution accepting var-
ious insurance renewals.  These included our 
City Insurance policies, renewed with Wichert 
Insurance for the period of May 25th, 2022 
through May 25th, 2023; as well as, renewal of 
the City’s Law Enforcement Liability Insurance 
with Custis Insurance Services, Inc. for the 
same period. 

The City accepted two quit claim deeds as 
part of the land acquisitions needed to com-
plete the improvements to the Miller Rd/I-77 
inter change.  These included accepting one 
claim from Brant Giere for property known 
as Parcel 2-WL, and one from VA Land, LLC 
for property known as Parcel 8-WD.  Plan-
ning and progress for this project continues as 
scheduled.

We recommended and council approved au-
thorization for the Mayor to enter into a lease 
agreement on behalf of the City with South 
Suburban Montessori Assoc. for the lease of 
premises known as Building 6 located at 4448 
Oakes Rd. This space is approximately 5,882 
square feet.  We also approved the purchase of 
10 replacement computers for Human Services 
and Recreation totaling $15,138.00 from Dell 
Marketing LLP.  We approved the purchase of 
our scheduling software for the aquatics center 
through When I Work, this was an annual 
subscription renewal to use their software.  
Lastly, we approved forgoing a public hearing 
so that Brecksville Florist could be granted a 
limited liquor license to include wine and beer 
in gift baskets.

At our June 7th meeting we recommended 
and council approved renewal agreement 
for three(3) years with Meeder Investment 
Management for investment advice to the 
City.  Council also approved with our recom-
mendation the authorization for the Mayor 
to execute a restated and amended Economic 
and Job Preservation agreement with Applied 
Medical Technology, Inc.  This will ensure 
thousands of jobs staying in Brecksville, with 
aggressive growth expected over the term of 
the agreement.  

We also had the pleasure of honoring retired 
police dog “Peto” while at the same time 
transferring ownership of Peto to his long-time 
handler and partner, Sgt. Michael Bauman.  
Whether it was assistance in search and rescue 
or narcotics detection, Peto served our com-
munity well.  We thank Sgt. Bauman and his 
family for committing to giving Peto a loving 
home in his much-deserved retirement.

Lastly, we recommended and council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing the submittal 
of a grant through the Ohio Department of 
Public Safety for the American Rescue Plan 
Act First Responder Wellness, Recruitment, 
Retention and Resiliency Grant.  We hope to 
receive up to $90,000 for various initiatives 
related to the purpose of this grant for our Fire 
Department.

Our June 21st meeting was a lighter agenda 
for Finance.  A resolution for making neces-
sary transfers for the current fiscal year were 
approved, as was a routine approval for making 
appropriations for current expenses of the City 
of Brecksville for our fiscal year ending Decem-
ber 31st, 2022.

At our July 5th, meeting we approved the 
acceptance of a donation of miscellaneous 
furniture and equipment from the former 
Highland and Chippewa Schools that are 
no longer needed by the BBH City Schools.  
These desks and various cabinets will be used 
for offices at the new Blossom Field House.  In 
addition, we approved foregoing a public hear-
ing so that Blue Habanero can apply and be 
granted an amended liquor license to allow for 
alcohol sales on Sunday.  Lastly, we approved 
an increase to an existing purchase order of 
$2,000.00 for printing services associated with 
our public records keeping requirements.  This 
takes us back to our typical annual spend of 
approximately $10,000.00.

At our July 19th meeting we recommended 
and council approved the Mayor to enter 
into agreement with SourceWell Contract 
vendor Tyler Technologies, Inc. for a five(5) 
year contract in the aggregate amount of 
$1,406,724.00.  This is for the purchase and 
implementation of a new Citywide Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) software system.  
This system will replace the Central Square 
(Sunguard) financial system that has become 
antiquated and no longer technically supported 
by Microsoft.  We also approved an increase to 
a purchase order for Lifeguard uniform shorts 
in the amount of $2,200.00.  Finance rec-
ommended and council approved the Mayor 
entering an application for a FY2023 Ceme-
tery Grant for $2,500.00.  The City typically 
applies and receives these monies annually to 
be used at the Highland Cemetery.  Council 
approved acceptance of the proposed rates for 

Ann Koepke, 
Chairperson

Dominic Caruso, 
Chairperson

The City is seeking input on Kids Quarters; 
what residents like and ideas they feel would 
be good improvements. Please forward com-
ments to AKoepke@Brecksville.oh.us. Thank 
you!  

Council approved the replacement of all 
the domestic hot/cold piping in the crawl-
space and the copper piping that serves the 
first floor restrooms, washer/dryer room and 
kitchen at Blossom Hill Building #5, with a 
Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition in the 
amount of $23,140.00. 

A blanket vendor purchase order, in the 
amount of $10,000, was approved to replace 
the concrete patio in front of the Community 
Center Meeting Room. 

Field maintenance equipment, including a 
Fieldlazer Striper and two String Trimmers 
were purchased for the Athletics Department 
in the aggregate amount of $3,125.41. 

A Honeywell Gas Detector System was 
purchased for the Blossom Service Garage for 
$7,950.00. Council then approved the annual 
testing and calibration of the City’s Gas De-
tection Systems for $3,637.52. 

At the June 21st meeting, payments for 
several roofing projects were approved by 
Council. These include: $13,470.00 for the 
Post Office Roof Replacement, $8,900 for 
a partial roof replacement on Blossom Hill 
Building #10-which houses a long-term 
tenant The Brecksville Co-op; and a net cost 
of $69,342.39 for the New Aquatic Center 
Project due to Change Orders that included 
a needed roof system change and additional 
costs attributed to COVID conditions.   

Council approved the installation of a new 
Light-Structure System for the tennis courts 
located behind City Hall. Of the $118,000.00 
approved for the project, $75,000 will be re-
imbursed upon completion of the project via 
a grant through the Capital Appropriations 
Budget.

Buildings &
Grounds
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Streets & 
SidewalksSafety-Service

Legislation
Beth Savage,  

Councilperson

During the period from 
May to July, the Legislation 

Committee recommended to Council and 
Council approved…

• A resolution expressing condolences over 
the passing of former City Council Mem-
ber William T. Guarnieri

• A resolution expressing condolences over 
the passing of former Brecksville Mayor 
Kubicek

• An ordinance authorizing non-resident 
membership in the Brecksville Community 
Center.  The increased revenue and partic-
ipation from non-residents help to offset 
increased costs for staffing and services.  To 
ensure resident member needs are priori-
tized, a limit of 500 non-resident individu-
al members was put in place.

• An ordinance to allow for a fulltime 
Director of Planning & Community 
Development position.  The purpose of 
this position is to combine vacant part-

Daryl Kingston,  
Councilperson 

Planning is under-
way to start the Miller Road 

project in coordination with the I-77 
Interchange project. Council approved 

AJ Ganim,  
Councilperson

The Summer of 2022 
is coming to end and I 

hope you have enjoyed the 

Continued on page 6

time positions.  Following an extensive 
candidate search and rigorous interview 
process, Monica Bartkiewicz emerged as 
the top candidate. She was sworn in as the 
Director of Planning & Community De-
velopment in late June.  Ms. Bartkiewicz’s 
impressive experience in planning, com-
munity and economic development and 
grant writing will propel our City forward.  

• An ordinance amending Section 1151.06 
of the Planning and Zoning Code that 
addresses the parking and storage of 
recreation vehicles, watercrafts, trailers, 
non-commercial trailers, pick-up truck 
campers, motorized homes, folding tent 
trailers or other camping or recreational 
equipment.  These vehicles types cannot be 
parked or stored on a driveway in any front 
or side yard, but rather must be stored in 
the garage, or if stored in the open, in the 
rear yard at least 10 feet from the property 
lines.  Additionally, at least 2/3 of the total 
height, or five feet, whichever is greater, 
must be screened from view of the public 
streets and adjoining lots.

• An ordinance that allows for the submis-
sion to the voters of the City of Brecksville 
the question of amending the zoning map 
by changing to classification of Permanent 
Parcel Number 603-15-009 located at 
9457 Highland Drive from C-F Com-
munity Facilities to R-20 Single Family 
Residential with conditional use of C-F 
Community Facilities Class C and Class D 
only.  Classes C & D permit parks, trails, 
paths, ball fields, and a cemetery.

• An ordinance that allows for the submis-
sion to the voters of the City of Brecksville 
the question of amending the zoning map 
by changing the classification of Perma-
nent Parcel Number 604-07-002, 0000 
S. Edgerton from L-B Local Business to 
include a Planned Development Overlay 
District that permits assembly use (event/
party center). Currently event/party cen-
ters are permitted only in Shopping Center 
districts.

The two zoning issues described above will be 
on the November 8, 2022 ballot. In order for 
the zoning changes to be implemented, at least 
55% of Brecksville voters must approve of the 
proposed changes.

amazing outdoor amenities our community 
has to offer! From golf at Sleepy Hollow, 
hiking in the park, or taking the kids to the 
Community Center pool, it’s been great to 
see so many neighbors and friends enjoy-
ing the sunshine. I would also like to say 
“thank you!” to our Horticulture Team for 
the beautiful blooms around our city which 
were certainly more enjoyable to look at than 
the orange construction cones. According to 
Dominion the installation of the gas pipe is 
scheduled to be complete in mid-September, 
therefore we ask you to please continue to 
drive safely through this construction zone 
on Rt 21.

Council approved multiple upgrades and 
improvements for our service department. 
The Brine Tank recently approved will bring 
another level of snow and ice mitigation solu-
tions. The new Kubota UTV at the Commu-
nity Center will be utilized for snow removal 
along with other needed tasks replacing the 
old gator.

Earlier this summer officers from the police 
department safely pursued and apprehended 
the suspects following an attempted rob-
bery at Dollar Bank. With a coordinated 
effort and joining forces with local Police 
Departments justice has been served. In 
June Council approved the BPD joining the 
SWAG (South West Accident Group). This 
opportunity will provide continued training 
in accident assessment and reporting for a 
couple of our officers, as well as joining us 
with a network of other local departments 
who will bring their shared expertise when 
responding to an accident.

Fire Chief Zamiska & Police Chief Korinek 
co-applied for the First Responder grant 
through the State of Ohio and American 
Rescue Plan funding. Both the police and fire 
departments applied jointly for the health 
and wellness grant. This includes physical 
fitness guides, mental health screening and 
stress reduction programs. To keep the crew 
rolling along safely  Council approved the 
recommended purchase of new tires for the 
ladder truck. Lastly, the fire department 
requested and was approved for a modifica-
tion to an EMS vehicle, so now we have a 
uniform fleet with the cot loading capabili-
ties.

the new Blossom Hill Field House.  These 
were determined by a combination of com-
parison with similar facilities in the area as 
well as research and discussion conducted by 
Rachele Engle our Director of Recreation and 
the Recreation Commission that reviewed and 
debated these rates over the course of several 
meetings.  

Last, but not least important was council’s 
approval to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Broadview Heights and 
the BBH City School District, to provide a 
resource officer for the Middle School locat-
ed in Broadview Heights.  Both the Mayor/
Safety Director and our Chief of Police, Chief 
Korinek recommended this given the fact that 
the Broadview Hts. Department is currently 
understaffed and unable to provide said officer.  
We felt strongly as a council and concurred 
with the Mayor and Chief, that it was our 
duty to approve this expense and help ensure 
the safety of our students.  The school will 
reimburse Brecksville for the cost of this officer 
when he or she are on duty at the Middle 
School.  The officer on duty will also move up 
to the High School, when the High School’s 
resource officer is in the Middle School 
performing duties associated with the DARE 
program.  When school is not in session this 
officer will patrol in Brecksville as part of our 
everyday police force.
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Council reports  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Streets & Sidewalks (cont)

City Closed on Labor Day and Open on Columbus Day
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the Human Services 
Center will be closed on Labor Day, September 5.
The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5. The Aquatics Center 

will be open on Labor Day. Call the Community Center at  
440-546-2300 for the hours.

Holiday Hours!

Utilities
Brian Stucky,  

Councilperson 
The Chippewa Road and Calvin Drive 

Sanitary Sewer Project - This project extends 
sanitary sewers and storm sewers along Chip-
pewa Road (S.R. 82) between Riverview Road 
and Wiese Road.  It also extends down Calvin 
Drive by just crossing into the end of Glen 
Valley Drive, allowing for the removal of the 
existing pump station. This project has been 
in the works for many years, and the City of 
Brecksville has obtained substantial funding 
from multiple governmental entities with the 
intent to minimize cost to the residents. 

In July 2022 City Council authorized the 
award of this project to the Fabrizi Trucking 
Company in the amount of $ 4,938,304,20.  
Construction is anticipated to start early Sep-
tember 2022, and extend through June 2023.   
The completion date is subject to weather and 
material shortages.  

Two-way traffic will be maintained with one 
lane and portable traffic signals.  

We ask all residents to travel through the 
construction zone with caution and try to find 
alternate routes.

The Glenwood Trail Sewer and Pavement Re-
placement - This project will be the complete 
removal of the existing road system and sewers 
in two phases.  A new 28’ wide road section 
will be constructed with curbs on both sides.  
A sidewalk will be installed on one side of the 
street, and share the road markings will be 
installed to accommodate bike traffic.  

This project went out for bid in July 2022.  
Construction will begin early February 2023, 
and will extend through June 2023.  The com-
pletion date is subject to weather and material 
shortages.  Glenwood Trail will be closed to 
through traffic during construction, but open 
to residents.  Detours will be posted.  We ask 
all residents to travel in the construction zone 
with caution.

Riverview Road Culv erts C1 & C2 Replace-
ment - These two culverts are at the far south 
end of Riverview Road between Snowville 
Road and the southern corporation line.   This 
is the complete removal of the existing struc-
tures, and the construction of new culverts.  
This will require the complete closure of this 
section of Riverview Road. Detour routes will 
be poste d. 

This project was approved to go out to bid by 
City Council July 2022.

We anticipate construction to be completed 
between April 2023 and July 2023.

Egerton Rd. & Tamarack Tr. Storm Drain In-
stallation – This project will be the installation 
of a storm drain in the City of Brecksville’s 
right-of-way at Edgerton Rd. & Tamarack Tr. 
by the City of Brecksville’s Service Depart-
ment.  Project was approved by City Council 
July 2022 and will be completed August 2022.

Additional non-municipal projects

Woodlands of Snowville Phase 2 and 3.  This 
project has obtained preliminary approve from 
City Council

Valor Acres Residential Public Streets Phase 1.   
This project has obtained City approval, and 
has started.

Valor Acres Multi-Family Building.   This 
project has obtained City approval, and has 
started

Valor Acres: The Residential Townhome 
Building T1. This project has obtained final 
approval from City Council.

Valor Acres Residential Townhomes Buildings 
T2-5. This project has obtained final approval 
from City Council.

Sherwin Williams Mass Grading and Stream 
Relocation Project.  This project is currently 
under construction.

The Sherwin Williams Site Plan, Stream 
Crossing Plan and Building Facade. This proj-
ect is currently under construction.

funding totaling $67,000 which came in at 
3.35% under the initial construction estimate. 
The initial part of this project includes topo-
graphical Surveys and Base mapping. It also 
includes detailed and preliminary engineering 
which encompasses Maintenance of Traffic 
Plans, Preparation of Temporary Water Supply 
and Bypass Plan, Schedule of Quantities and 
Contract Documents. It also covers all aspects 
of the Construction Bidding and Awards 
process. Items not included are any Geotech-
nical Services, Easements and Sewer Videos (if 
required).

The traffic signal at Oakes and Glenwood 
is currently being constructed as part of the 
school project. Council approved $1,545.00 
to retain TMS Engineer’s Inc. who will, at the 
completion of this project, provide a 3rd party 
review verifying signal operation and perfor-
mance.

We’ve submitted a CWD Suburban Water 
Main Renewal Project Application for the 
water main replacement along Miller Rd. from 
Brecksville Rd. to Southpointe Rd. Water 
mains are owned and operated by the City of 
Cleveland Division of Water and they only 
replace mains they deem appropriate otherwise 
their commitment is to repair as they break. 
They do offer a limited amount of funds per 
year for municipalities to submit applications 
for projects like ours. If received, we will incor-
porate this work into the Miller Road Project.

Center line and right of way research has 
begun on Miller Road as part of the Pavement 
and Water Main Replacement Project.

Property valuations have commenced for the 
Oakes Road sidewalks that are to be installed 
connecting the Blossom Hill entrance and the 
entrance of the new school.

We’ve been very pleased with Independence 
Concrete and the work they’ve been doing for 
us this year thus far. I’ve gotten several com-
pliments on both the Sweetwater Road project 
which is nearing completion and on the 200+ 
sidewalk slabs that have been replaced around 
town.

Rubbish and recycling collection scheduled for September 5 will occur on 
Tuesday, September 6.
Columbus Day, Monday, October 10, is not a City holiday and therefore 
City buildings will be open. 
Rubbish and recycling pick up will happen on Columbus Day.
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Safety-services

On May 2nd, K9 Peto retired  
from the Brecksville Police  

Department after serving honorably 
for almost 10 years. Peto and his part-
ner Sgt. Bauman have been involved 
in numerous arrests, investigations 
and community events throughout 
their time together. We wish to ex-
press our sincere gratitude to Peto for 
his distinguished service to this police 
department and the city. Enjoy a great 
retirement Peto.
Our new K9  Officer John Muller 
and his partner “Boss”, both graduated 
from the K9 Training Academy and 
will soon be on patrol. 
Welcome to the City Family, Boss!

Your Medical 
Information in an  

Emergency

The Brecksville Fire Department and 
MetroHealth have partnered to assist 

emergency medical response personnel if 
they come to aid you and you are unable 
to communicate your past medical history, 
current medications, preferred hospital 
and family contact information. Metro-
Health has purchased large magnets with 
a sleeve that can be placed on your refrig-
erator. Inside the sleeve is an information 
sheet that can be filled out and updated as 
needed. In addition to the magnet infor-
mation sheet, you will also receive a red 
medical sticker that is affixed to your front 
door. The red sticker alerts firefighter/
paramedics to go to your refrigerator for 
the information packet. These free magnet 
packets can be picked up at the Fire De-
partment. Please call the Fire Department 
at 440-526-2640 before you stop by.

Leaf Pickup Time in Town!

There’s a New Officer in Town!

Officer John Muller and Officer Boss Officer Peto

Again this fall the City of Brecksville is 
  picking up leaves at curbside. Please 

rake the leaves into neat rows along the 
edge of the road, BUT NOT ONTO 
THE STREET.
Crews begin on the north side of the city 

and work to the south making as many 
rounds as possible. 
Leaf pickup is October 10 until Friday, 

November 25.
The city asks all property owners to ob-

serve the following guidelines so that the 
Service Department can serve you better.
Residents are strongly urged to refrain 

from parking on City streets since it is 
impossible to collect piled leaves that are 
near or beside parked cars. 
All leaves must be located within three 

feet of the street pavement edge.
Leaves must NOT be placed in ditches, 

over loose/decorative stone or in the road-
way.  Care should be taken to ensure that 
storm drains are kept free of leaves. Also, 
please keep leaves away from mailboxes 
and fire hydrants.

ABSOLUTELY no tree branches, bricks, 
lawn clippings, or other debris may be 
mixed with leaves. Contaminated piles will 
not be collected.
Property owners are responsible for leaf 

disposal after the curbside campaign is 
completed by the Service Department.
If you have any questions please visit the 

Brecksville Service Department web site 
at www.brecksville.oh.us/Service or call 
the Service Department Monday through 
Friday, 7:30 -4:00 at 440-526-1384. 
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With the increased number of folks 
using their bicycles during the 

summer months, it’s common to see 
more of them on the roadway. They may 
be pedaling their way to work, running 
an errand, or just out for an afternoon 
spin – the same things that people in 
motor vehicles do. Brecksville is also 
blessed with a beautiful Cleveland Met-
roparks destination, so some of the riders 
you see may be visiting local shops and 
restaurants as a break from their efforts. 
In Ohio, bicycles and cars legally share 
the road – and there are rules and laws 
that help keep everyone safe on the way 
to their destination. The main takeaway 
is that people on bikes (as well as pedes-
trians) are the most vulnerable road users, 
so extra care and caution is always in 
order when they are near.

DRIVERS:

• Pass with 3 feet: It’s state law to pass 
riders with a minimum of 3 feet. Give 
them more whenever you can. It is 
legal to cross a double yellow line 
(when safe from oncoming traffic) 
when passing a slower moving vehi-
cle.

• Share the lane: Bicycles are legal road 
vehicles. While they shall ride as 
near to the right side of the roadway 
as practicable, it does not require a 

Bike Safety
person operating a bicycle to ride at 
the edge of the roadway when it is 
unreasonable or unsafe to do so. Nar-
row lanes, road debris, and visibility 
concerns lead riders to take a safer lane 
position.

• Be alert: It’s habit while driving to 
focus your attention on other cars and 
trucks on the roadway. It’s equally 
important to stay tuned to other road 
users as well – especially near intersec-
tions and trail crossings.

RIDERS:

• Ride with the flow: Bicycles are legal 
road vehicles, so travel with traffic in 
the same direction. This, along with 
following traffic laws, makes your 
movements more predictable to the 
drivers around you.

• Use hand signals: Make your intentions 
known. Carefully check before making 
a lane change and use hand signals to 
alert drivers of your next move before 
you change directions.

• Be visible: We live in a distracted 
world. Bright clothing, and lights (re-
quired at night, but still helpful during 
the day) can help your visibility and 
get a driver’s attention earlier.

Considerations for everyone using Valley 
Parkway and the All-Purpose Trail: The 
speed limit for the road is 30mph, and 
the trail is 15mph. Slower, more casual 
riders tend to ride below 15mph – so you 
often see them on the trail. Faster riders 
easily surpass that 15mph mark, so that’s 
why you will see them using the roadway. 
Sharing that relaxed, recreational park-
way is just one key to making sure that 
all park users have a safe, enjoyable time.

Whether on two wheels or four, 
we can all work together on 

roadway safety and make sure 
our neighbors, friends, fam-
ilies and visitors enjoy the 
region and make it to their 
destination safely.

On July 25, the Brecksville Police 
Department and Brecksville Fire 

Department in partnership with the 
Broadview Heights Police Department, 
the Broadview Heights Fire Depart-
ment, Chagrin Valley Dispatch, Brecks-
ville-Broadview Heights School District 
and MetroHealth conducted training at 
the new Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Elementary School located at 3500 Oakes 
Rd. The training was conducted from 
8 am to 4 pm. It included tours of the 

new school so local first responders could 
familiarize themselves with the new school 
and an active shooter scenario. The active 
shooter scenario was conducted twice to 
maximize the amount of first responders 
participating in the training. The partic-
ipating agencies would like to thank the 
actors from Traumatic Players of Cleveland 
and volunteers from the Brecksville-Broad-
view Heights High School Drama Club 
for providing a more realistic scenario for 
our first responders.  

Safety-services

The active shooter 

scenario was  

conducted twice

Active Shooter Training at the New Elementary School
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Natural Gas & Electric
Before getting to the “meat” of this article 

it will help a lot if you bring your most 
recent gas and electric bills to my annual 
gas and electric meeting at the Human 
Services Center, 2 Community Drive on 
Thursday September 15 at 6:30.
Unprecedented rate fluctuations have 

been happening with both natural gas 
and electricity. I’ve been following natural 
gas and electricity rates for a long time. 
But I’ve never seen anything like what has 
been going on with the extreme volatility 
of both gas and electric rates. They have 
been changing more often than a mood 
ring. (Do you still have yours?) 
The biggest development by far came on 

August 24 when NOPEC announced that 
they are sending their customers currently 
enrolled in the “Standard Program Price” 
option back to The Illuminating Compa-
ny en masse. This DOES NOT APPLY 
TO ALL NOPEC ELECTRICITY CUS-
TOMERS. You can tell if you’re being 
switched if you see that your NOPEC 
electricity rate on the right side of your 
current bill is 0.12 cents per kilowatt hour.
Many people say “I’m with NOPEC,” 

BUT NOPEC has 5 different rates! This 
only applies to people who have the 0.12 
cent rate. If you have a rate other than 
that you won’t be moved and that’s good.

If you are at NOPEC’s 0.12 rate you 
will begin to receive The Illuminating 
Company’s “PRICE TO COMPARE” 
rate which is much lower than 0.12 
cents. It’s a variable rate and you can 
find it on the upper left side of your 
bill where it says PRICE TO COM-
PARE in bold, capital letters. NO-
PEC is sending letters to customers 
explaining all this. You will probably 
also receive a confirmation letter from 
The Illuminating Company about the 
switch. If you already cancelled NO-
PEC you don’t have to do anything.
A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE BLAM-

ING NOPEC FOR ALL THIS. IT IS 
NOT THEIR FAULT THAT RATES 
HAVE GONE UP SO DRAMATI-
CALLY!! I AM EVEN TOLD THAT 
CALLERS HAVE BEEN ABUSIVE 
TO THE PEOPLE AT THE NOPEC 
CALL CENTER. IF YOU WANT 
TO VENT TAKE IT OUT ON ME 
AT 440-526-2606.
Also, if you are a NOPEC customer 

for electricity you will probably receive 
in November what is called an “opt 
out letter.” Every couple years NO-
PEC is required to advise its electricity 
customers that you may cancel them. 

🙈Critter corner
by Cliffette Thacker, Animal Warden

Dehydration is Critical
Any animal can become overheated and dehydrated. Dogs only sweat 

through their tongue and the pads of their feet.
Extreme overheating can cause irreversible damage to an animal’s 

health. It certainly can cause death.

Annual Meeting Thursday, September 15 at 6:30 pm

To help prevent unwanted door-
to-door solicitors, Brecksville has 

partnered with NOPEC to provide a 
Do Not Knock Registry.

Residents can register online at www.
blocktheknock.com or by calling NO-

PEC’s customer service at 855-667-3201. Your 
address will be listed on the registry, and you will receive a 
Do Not Knock window cling to display near your front door 
at no cost.
When for-profit solicitors come to Brecksville, they must 

request a permit from the city. They are then provided with 

Do Not Knock Registry, Sign Up Today!

More on that in the future when the letters 
start coming out in late October.
Many people are under the impression that 

NOPEC always has the lowest rates. That’s 
never been true and they have never claimed 
that.
Regarding natural gas. I am going to admit 

that it has been extremely difficult to come 
up with a firm recommendation because 
of the rate volatility. It has become com-
monplace for gas rates to go up and down 
many days by 50 cents or more. If you have 
a fixed rate with NOPEC of $4.25, $5.10, 
$5.25 or 6.25 hold on to it!  If rates do go 
back down you can always revert to the 
lower variable rate. 
Every now and then you will get a mailer 

from one of the for-profit companies or a 
phone call or even someone coming to your 
door trying to sell you their electricity or 
natural gas plans. Their rates are typically, 
but not always, higher than NOPEC’s. If 
they want you to sign up for a gas rate of 
$7.00 per mcf or higher tell them adios. 
Unless I miss my guess these opportunistic 

companies will try to convince you to leave 
NOPEC by dragging NOPEC through the 
mud over what is happening now.
As always if you have questions call 440-

526-2606.

the registry of addresses that they must avoid. If you have signed 
up for the registry and a salesman still comes to your door, ask 
which organization they represent. Non-profit groups such as 
Girl Scouts or churches are not regulated by the same rules that 
for-profit solicitors must follow. The Do Not Knock Registry does 
not apply to these non-profit groups.
If you feel that a solicitor is in violation of the Do Not Knock 

Registry, contact Brecksville to report them. As a reminder, NEV-
ER share a copy of your utility bill. For more information about 
the Do Not Knock Registry, visit  
www.blocktheknock.com.

If your dog shows the following signs get him shad and water. Heavy 
panting with a long tongue and a curled tongue are important to notice. 
Leaving a dog in a car when it’s hot is dangerous. In a manner of min-

utes the temperature can soar. It doesn’t matter if water is available and 
windows are cracked. Temperatures soar.
Best to walk early in the morning or evening when it has cooled off. 

Walking on the grass or in the woods is much better than black-
top or cement.9



The immensely 
popular Shred 

Your Documents Day 
for Brecksville residents 
and businesses returns 
on Saturday, September 
17 from 9 to noon at 
the Brecksville Munici-

pal Parking Lot adjacent to the fire station and service department 
compound on Brecksville Road. 
Here’s your chance to securely shred all those confidential docu-

ments that should not go in the trash.  
Because people typically want to be there right at 9 it is suggested 

that you arrive later that morning to avoid the line and save you 
time.
Also the City is asking everyone who attends to bring a voluntary 

contribution of canned goods for “Brecksville Pantry,” which sup-
plies food monthly to low income families. The Pantry is always 
in need of peanut butter and jelly, spaghetti and sauce, canned 
vegetables and canned fruit. No kinds of beans are needed. We do 
need cereal, paper products, bar soap and toothpaste. Gift cards 
from Heinen’s and Marc’s to purchase meat and orange juice are 
greatly appreciated.

Do  include: 
• Accounting ledger paper
• Adding machine tape
• Advertisements
• Booklets, brochures
• Copy machine paper
• Colored paper –20 lb .
• Computer paper
• Envelopes
• Faxes
• Manila file folders -  

bleachable

• Receipts
• All types of white 

paper
• Booklets, brochures
• Greeting cards
• Laser printer paper
• Legal pad paper
• Post-it notes
• NCR paper
• All types of white 

paper

Shredding Guidelines
(small paper clips and staples do not have to be removed)

Political Signs 
City Ordinance Pertaining To Political Signs

Brecksville Shred Your Documents Day
The Pantry has a strict policy that out of respect for our recipients 

we will not distribute outdated food. Please check the expira-
tion date on each item. It is most unfortunate that a significant 
amount of outdated goods are discarded after every shredding day.

Safety-services

Many residents 
frequent-

ly comment on 
Brecksville’s inherent 
beauty and the sign 
ordinance was creat-
ed to help maintain 
Brecksville’s appear-
ance that we all en-

joy and appreciate. Please be prudent in the display of political 
signs, especially in this year’s hotly contested elections.
Section 1187.14 (Pertaining to political signs and edited for 

brevity)
Permit not required
Ground political signs may be erected on any property, with the 

owner’s permission, and be located at least 12 inches behind the 
right-of- way line. The sign(s) shall be securely placed in order to 

prevent being displaced by weather conditions.

The following additional regulations shall apply to all political 
signs:
The sign shall not be posted in the public right-of-way, tree lawns 

located within the public rights-of-way or any property owned or 
leased by the city, the state, the United States of America or any 
other public entity without the consent of such governmental 
entity.
No sign shall be erected on a vacant lot or on a lot with an unoc-

cupied building without the owner’s permission.
The political sign shall not be illuminated.
Political signs placed in the public-right-of way, tree lawns 

located within the public rights-of-way or any property owned 
or leased by the city, the state, the United States of America or 
any other public entity without the consent of such governmen-
tal entity shall be removed by the Building Department, Police 
Department and/or Service Department and stored at the Service 
Department complex for a maximum of 72 hours and shall there-
after be destroyed.

Building department
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 Labor Day
City Offices Closed
Community Center 
Open 10am - 5pm

Human Services Closed

6
City Council 8pm

7 8
Planning  

Commission 7pm

9 10
Firefighter’s 
Clam Bake
6-midnight

11 Patriot Day 12
Board of Zoning Appeals 

7:30pm

13
Advisory Board to 
Human Services

3pm

14 15 16 17
Shred Day 
Muni Lot
9-noon

18 19 20
City Council 8pm

21
Telecommunications  

Commission 7pm

22
Planning  

Commission 7pm

23
Human Services 
Cookout 5-7 pm

24

25 26
Recreation  

Commission 7:30pm

27 28 29 30

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

25 26 27 28 29 30 1
CodeRED

testing at noon

2 3 4
City Council 8pm

5 6
Planning  

Commission 7pm

7
Human Services

Lobster Fest 5-7pm

8

9
Apple Butter Festival 
1-5pm Squire Rich 

Museum

10 Columbus Day
 

Board of Zoning Appeals  
7:30pm

City Hall Open

11
Advisory Board to 
Human Services

3pm

12
Telecommunications  

Commission 7pm

13 14  15

16 17 18
City Council 8pm

19 20
Planning  

Commission 7pm

21 22
Brecksville Kiwanis

Trick or Trot
Blossom

23
Booville Halloween 
Party BCC 1-4pm

30 

24
Recreation Commission 

7:30pm

31 Trick or Treat  
              6-9pm

25 26 27 28 29

City calendar September

October
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Corn and Cucumber Salad   
A quick side dish that will elevate your meal!

In the kitchen  
with Chef Dina

Ingredients
I small diced Red bell Pepper
1 small diced green pepper
½ red onion small diced
1 large frozen bag or 2 small 

frozen bags of fire roasted corn 
(I love depth of flavor it gives to 
the salad)

1 English cucumber  
small diced
Kosher Salt
Pepper
Fresh parsley- chopped
Your favorite Italian dressing

Method
Blanche the corn in simmering water for 2 minutes, drain, then let 

cool.
Mix all ingredients in a large bowl.  Add salt, pepper, and dressing 

to your liking.  Serve immediately or chill in refrigerator.

Notes

You may add feta cheese to give the salad additional flavor

If you can’t find frozen fire roasted corn, you may grill fresh corn till 
you get a good char on the ear.  Let cool and then cut the kernels 
off the cob.

You can also use frozen sweet corn as an alternative as well. Enjoy!

There are always questions about 
Medicare and the Brecksville De-

partment of Human Services wants to 
help.

Therefore we are pleased to welcome from 
OSHIIP, the Ohio Senior Health Insur-
ance Information Program in Columbus, 
Sarah Florimonte.

Sarah has a wealth of information, not 
just about Original Medicare and Medi-

care Part D prescription drug coverage and 
Advantage plans, but also supplemental 
plans.

Sarah will be at the Human Services Cen-
ter on Monday, September 26 at 11:00 
am. This is a program for pre-retirees 
and those on Medicare now to “learn the 
ropes” and get your questions answered.

This session precedes this year’s Open 
Enrollment period which is October 15 

to December 7 when you may want to 
change plans for coverage in 2023. That 
can be confusing and she’ll help prepare 
you for Open Enrollment.

A reservation for September 26 is not 
necessary but please call Human Services  
at 440-526-2499 to let us know how 
many people to prepare for.

Remember, OSHIIP does not sell insur-
ance. It’s a state agency.

Medicare and You

Brecksville AARP  
Smart Driver Course

The annual AARP Smart Driver Course will be Monday,  

September 12 from 12 to 4 at the Brecksville Human Ser-
vices Center, 2 Community Drive in Brecksville. Please arrive 
between 11:30 am and 11:50 am for registration.

Brecksville resident Susan Litherland will be the instructor. 
Some car insurance companies will give you a discount for 
completing the class, good for three years. The class is limited 
to 35 people.

The fee is $20.00 for AARP members and $25.00 for 
non-members, payable by check or cash before the class begins.

Call 440-526-2499 to sign up today! 

Homestead Exemption 
and Homestead 

Water Applications Available

Applications are now available at the Human Services Center 
for the Homestead Exemption (to lower your property tax bill) 
and Homestead Water Discount.

To qualify for the Homestead Exemption you must be at least 
65 or totally and permanently disabled, and own and reside in 
your home. 

Household income for 2021 may not be over $34,600.

The Homestead Water Discount offers a lower fixed charge 
and consumption rate. To qualify you must be 65 years or 
older, or totally and permanently disabled. You must own and 
live at the property and your total household annual income 
may not exceed $36,300.
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September

6 No Brunch

13 Sausage spinach cheddar quiche, sausage patty, and 
cottage cheese.

20  Chicken & waffle, scrambled eggs, and applesauce.

27 NO Brunch

October

4 Roasted Vegetable Frittata (peppers, onions, mush-
rooms), hashbrown, bacon, and mandarin oranges

11 Everything bagel sausage bake (eggs, bagel pieces, sau-
sage, cheddar cheese, and green onions) sausage links, 
and applesauce

18 Maple nut scone, scrambled eggs, sweet potato hash 
with bacon & apple, vanilla yogurt

25 French toast bake w/ streusal topping, bacon, and fruit

September

8 Salmon w/ corn, pepper salsa, quinoa, and carrot cake 
w/ cream cheese icing

15 Sit Down Lunch Only- Roasted vegetable lasagna w/ 
red sauce (artichokes, mushrooms, red onions, red 
peppers), garlic bread, and coconut cream cake

22 Mild Italian sausage, orzo, caramel apple streusel cake

29 Pork chop w/ apricot dijon sauce, herb roasted vegeta-
bles, oreo cookies and cream cake

October

6 Parmesan crusted chicken breast, rice pilaf, pumpkin 
spice cake w/ cream cheese icing

13  Sit Down Lunch Only- Meatloaf w/ gravy, potato gra-
tin, haricot vert, cinnamon roll cake

20 Rigatoni w/ meatballs, side salad, and Italian cream 
cake

27 Chicken breast w/ roasted tomato cream sauce, roasted 
potatoes & green beans, and lemon poppy seed cake

Grab & Go lunches are 
every Thursday starting 
at 11:30 except September 
15 and October 13 which 
are Dine-In ONLY, NO 
TAKE-OUT.
Due to the overwhelming 

popularity of the Grab & Go Lunches, reservations are neces-
sary:
Please call the Human Services office 440-526-2499 on Thurs-
day morning to make your reservation for the following week.  
To be fair to everyone, reservations for “first-call-first serve” is 
the only way we can fill the continually “SOLD OUT” lunches.
This is for Brecksville residents 60 years + only.

THURSDAY PICK UP: LAST NAMES:  A-L 11:30 AND M-Z 12 NOON

Tuesday mornings serving from 9:30 - 10:30 am, Gathering 
Room closes at 11 am. Cost is $5. All are welcome, but you 
must make a reservation Tuesday through Friday at the front 
desk of HS or by calling 440-526-2499.

Attention must be paid to Medicare 
   at least annually and the Brecksville 

Department of Human Services wants to 
help.
Trained Ohio Department of Insurance 

volunteers will be at the Human Services 
Center on Thursday, November 3 for in-
dividual counseling. This is for Brecksville 
residents only who are near Medicare eli-
gibility and those on Medicare now who 
need help choosing or changing Medicare 
plans.

Medicare Open Enrollment Counseling
Medicare Open Enrollment is Oct. 15 

to Dec. 7. This can be confusing so take 
advantage of their expertise. The counsel-
ors ARE NOT ALLOWED TO MAKE 
PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS and in 
the sessions they do not have time to re-
view all of the very large number of plans 
available so giving some thought about 
your needs beforehand  is necessary.
Clients need to bring their Medicare card 

and a list of prescriptions.

Call Brecksville Human Services at 440-
526-2499 for more information or to 
make an appointment. Preference for an 
appointment goes first to people attend-
ing the “Medicare and You” meeting at 
Human Services on September 26 at 
11:00 am. If you can’t make that meeting 
you may call after September 26 to see if 
any slots remain open. 
These appointments are not for simple 

questions. Direct those to OSHIIP by 
phone at 1-800-686-1578 or visit their 
web site at insurance.ohio.gov.

SEPTEMBER 15  & OCTOBER 13 FROM 11:30AM-1:00PM
DINE IN ON THESE DAYS, NO GRAB AND GO SERVICE . JUST LIKE 
BRUNCH, PAY AT THE DESK . CALL IN RESERVATION IS A  
MUST . CALL ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE, THURSDAYS 8:30AM
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will take you to a restaurant on the first 
Friday of the month. An application on 
file is necessary. Call the Human Services 
Center for more information at 440- 
526-2499.

Arts and Crafts
THE HANDCRAFTERS

Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how 
to make greeting cards, place cards, knit, 
crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint or scrap-
book. Make things for yourself or help 

us make items for hospice or the Yuletide 
Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of 
chit chat goes on too. You’ll make new 
friends. Free to registered members.

No need to bring supplies. Other crafts 
are welcome. 

Cards and Games 
Free with Human Services paid member-

ship

CANASTA – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm

DOMINOES – Thursdays from 1 to 4 pm

BRIDGE – Fridays from 12:30 - 4 pm

MAH JONGG – Wednesdays from 9 to 
Noon

PINOCHLE – Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 1 to 3 pm.

Personal Needs

BLOOD PRESSURE  
SCREENINGS  — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45

Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the 
Human Services Center

BRECKSVILLE PANTRY

The Human Services Center distributes 
food once each month to families of all 
ages who are in need. If you or someone 
you know needs assistance please contact 
the Human Services Center at  
440-526-2499.

FOOD DONATIONS

The Brecksville Pantry is always in need 
of food donations or gift cards to Marc’s 
and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and 
produce. We especially need canned tuna, 
canned fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
cereal and paper products. Please bring 
your donations to the Human Services 
Center at 2 Community Drive. Many 
thanks for all the donations at Shredding 
Days and thanks to you individual donors 
who drop off food regularly at the Human 
Services Center!

MEALS ON WHEELS

The Human Services Center is the head-
quarters for the local Meals on Wheels 
program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch 
and cold supper Monday through Friday 
mornings except holidays. Cost is $30 per 
week. Call 440-526-2499 for enrollment 
information.

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION

Need a ride? Transportation is available 
for residents 60 and over, Monday through 
Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you 
to a medical appointment anywhere in 
Cuyahoga County. And our cars will take 

you on errands on Tuesdays. Our bus 

Senior Fitness
Some fitness programs are free with a 

paid membership to the Human Services 
Center or the Community Center. 
Water exercise classes do  
require a class fee.

BALANCE WITH JANE

Wednesdays from 10:00 am

Join us for a low impact workout de-
signed to improve balance and coordina-
tion utilizing various walking surfaces and 
light strength exercises.

SENIOR YOGA

Mondays from 10:15 am with Denise

Fridays from 10:15 am with Amy

Yoga class designed for gentle movement, 
mediation, flexibility and balance for the 
senior population.

 SENIORS IN MOTION WITH EVE

Wednesdays from 10:45 am

You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be 
able to do sitting down that will make you 
feel better!

DANCE FOR PARKINSON’S RETURNS

There is a great dance class for people 
with Parkinson’s in Brecksville. The class is 
on the second Saturday of the month from 
11:30 to 12:30 on the second floor of the 
Brecksville Human Services Center. For 
more information please contact instruc-
tors Fred and Dianne Discenzo at 440-
526-8531. The class is free for everyone.

The Human Services Center is at 2 
Community Drive. Call 440-526-2499 for 
directions.

The next dates are September 10, Octo-
ber 8 and November 12.
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Free Pizza & Bingo

Thanks to the folks at Home Instead 
Senior Care in Brecksville and a variety 
of other local care specialists, there is 
free pizza and Bingo at the Brecksville 
Human Services Center on the first 
Wednesday of each month starting at 
noon. The next scheduled days are Sep-
tember 7, October 5 and November 2. 

Come on down and have some fun! 
Prizes too!

It is necessary to make a reservation. 
Call the Human Services front desk at 
440-526-2499 prior to that day. 

Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center is “Reassurance Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call from a staff member or volunteer from 

Human Services. If you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend or 
relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 440-526-2499 to sign up. Good for older folks who live alone.

Cheers to our
Drivers!!

Dale Darin, Dean Leiby and 
Millie Sretsnovic are three of our 
loyal drivers who take seniors to 
appointments. 

And a huge thanks to Sharon 
Deka, Jeff Mueller and Brenda 
Bonenberger who drive for Meals on 
Wheels. Please volunteer by calling 
440-526-2499.

Poker Time at the Human Services Center

Every Friday morning from 10 to Noon 
it’s Poker time at the Human Services 
Center.

No money is involved and no cigar 
chompin’, just a good time and you 
might earn bragging rights for a week.
If you’re new to the game you’ll soon 

get the hang of it and there will be 
plenty of laughs.
The chips are never “down.” All you 

have to do is show up!
And yes, women card sharks are  

invited.

Are You A Browns Fan?!
WELL HAVE WE GOT A SHOW FOR YOU!

Author and veteran sportswriter, Marty Gitlin returns on Friday, October 21 at 
  11 am at the Brecksville Human Services Center, 2 Community Drive. He did 

an Indians show in July and now the Browns take the stage.

Marty will take you on a roller coaster ride through the checkered history of our 
Browns, from Otto Graham to Jim Brown to the Dawg Pound and everybody’s favor-
ite villain, Art Modell.

Admission is free but please call the Human Services Center at 440-526-2499 so we 
know how many people to expect.

Need Help?

The Human Services Center has programs to make life better for residents.
For example, if you live at home alone who’s going to notice if some evil circum-

stance befalls you? Like, “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!” Every day, including weekends 
and holidays our volunteers and staff place Reassurance Calls to make sure you’re OK. If 
you don’t answer or respond to our call by the end of the day we’ll call the number of a 
neighbor, friend or relative and have them check on you.
Or, how about, “I’ve got to go to the doctor and I have no one to take me.” That’s sim-

ple. Human Services has a transportation system for seniors. We’ll take you to a doctor’s 
office anywhere in Cuyahoga County, Monday through Friday between 9 and 3.
And then there’s food. Can’t live without it! We have plenty of food in our pantry. You’ll 

get several bags full every month and sooner if necessary. There is no reason why anyone 
in Brecksville should go hungry.
These are just a handful of the services at the Department of Human Services. Give us a 

call and our friendly staff will fill you in. 440-526-2499.
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The Brecksville Human Services Center will provide flu shots 
administered by MetroHealth for Brecksville residents. 

Flu shot day will be Monday, October 3 from 9:30 am-11 am.

Call the Human Services Center at 526-2499 to make an ap-
pointment. 

MetroHealth will accept most insurance plans, Medicare or 
Medicaid and Medicare Advantage plans. There is no co-pay. If 
you don’t have insurance the shot is $25 cash. No change will be 
given.

The “high dose” shot will not be available. The “Quadrivalent” 
shot which covers four strains of the flu will be administered. 
Residents should bring a photo ID and insurance card (medical 
and pharmacy if separate.) Please be aware that individuals are 
encouraged to wear a mask in the vaccination room. There will 
be forms to be completed before receiving your shot. One of the 
questions asked will be the name of your primary care physician 
and her or his telephone number.

If you still haven’t had the COVID vaccination shot(s) a flu shot 
is highly recommended.

The Human Services Center offers 
driveway snow plowing for low 

income seniors. The program is solely 
for low income seniors 70 and over who 
have no one to clear their driveway.
Proof of income is required and the 

only proof of income document accept-
able is an official letter from the Ohio 

Brecksville Flu Shots for All Residents!!! 

You’ve heard of “Ted Talks,” well now the Brecksville Human 
Services Center has “Brecksville Human Services Talks!” 

Coming up in September and October:

SEPTEMBER 9 AT 11:00 AM 

Brandon Smith, an expert on Social Security from the Cleve-
land office, will update you on Social Security. This is especially 
important if you’re planning on retiring or if you’re on SS, to be 
sure you’ve in good shape.

SEPTEMBER 12 FROM NOON TO 4PM

Susan Litherland of AARP, will present “Smart Driver.” As 
you know, once we get older our driving skills may lose their 
edge. Susan will do a four hour course on being safe on the roads. 
You might even lower your car insurance bill. AARP members are 
$20 and nonmembers are $25 payable at the class.
Registration is from 11:30 to 11:50 so that the class starts on 

time. For more information call the Center at 440-526-2499.

SEPTEMBER 15 AT 6:30PM 

Ted Lux will do his annual program on natural gas and elec-
tricity rates. Things are crazy with rates and you could lose a lot 
of money if you fly blind. Bring your most recent Dominion and 
Illuminating Company bills.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 AT 11:00 AM 

Sarah Florimonte of the Ohio Department of Insurance will 
bring you up to date On Medicare. If you’re getting ready for 
Medicare or thinking of changing your current plan, this is a 
must.

ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21 AT 11:00

Marty Gitlin, author and former sportswriter will do an audio/
video presentation on the history of our Cleveland Browns.
Call the Brecksville Human Services Center at 440-526-2499 for 

more information or to register for any of these great talks.

Brecksville Human Services Talks

Low Income Snow Plowing for Seniors
Development Services Agency indicating 
household eligibility for the 2021-2022 
or 2022-2023 Home Energy Assistance 
Program, commonly referred to as HEAP, 
or PIPP, the Percentage of Income Pay-
ment Plan Plus. If you have never qualified 
for HEAP or PIPP before, it is advised 
that you apply immediately because it 
takes several months to get qualified. Proof 

of age is also required for the Brecksville 
program.
Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the 

entire season!
All residents who qualify must re-apply 

to the state for HEAP/PIPP every year 
regardless of whether you have qualified in 
the past.
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Sunday, September 25 at 2pm
Brecksville City Hall Celebrates 50 years!

Join us in the celebration!
Opening of the Time Capsule

Raffles
Light Refreshments

If you came to the 25th Anniversary celebration,  
come to the 50th and be recognized!!17
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Brecksville Historical Association 
Apple Butter Festival

Sunday, October 9 from 1-5 pm

Squire Rich Museum  
9367 Brecksville Rd.

 Apple butter will be available for purchase by the pint and the menu will include 
apple fritters, hotdogs and beverages.  
The Museum will be open for tours so take time to view this year’s display, “Old 
Time Music & Musicians.” Members of the Chippewa Garden Club will be on hand 
to answer questions about herbs and their uses and you may even take some 
home!
The Historical Association is hopeful for a good turnout to support its operating 
expenses of the Museum, archives, and Squire Rich Scholarship Award.  
Contact BHA at 440-526-7165 or email BHA at  
bassociation@att.net. or 
Contact Sylvia Fowler 440-526-5798.

Shows, refreshments, games 
and a costume contest .

Sunday, October 23 
1 - 5 pm

Brecksville Community 
Center

October 29, 2022  
10 am – 2 pm

Brecksville 
Horticulture 

Building 

Stadium Drive

A Huge Thanks to The 
Brecksville Kiwanis Club!

In March the Brecksville Kiwanis Club 
and the Broadview Heights Lions Club 

staged their annual “Empty Bowls” dinner. 
“Empty Bowls” is a simple soup dinner 
prepared by Chef Dina Lawton of Brecks-
ville’s Human Services Center.

At a recent Kiwanis Club meeting Kiwanis 
president Kevin Brusk presented Brecks-
ville Pantry coordinator, Laura Kalinowski 
with a large donation from the proceeds.

Our congratulations and thanks to the 
Kiwanians for this remarkably successful 
project to benefit their neighbors!

Trick or Treat  
Monday, October 31  

from 6-8 pm

Goulish Goblins 

Goulish Goblins 

of all ages
of all ages
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October 7 from 5 - 7:30 pm

The return of the culinary piece 
de’ resistance, LOBSTER-

FEST!!! It’s at The Human Services 
Center and sells out each year! And 
once again Lobsterfest is sponsored 
by the fine folks at the Regina Health Center on Broadview 
Road in Richfield.

Human Services Director Steve Paciorek will whip up his 
famous Maine Lobster Rolls and ladle some authentic seafood 
chowder topped with oyster crackers, plus Chef Dina’s Cran-
berry Pecan Cole Slaw and for dessert her Blueberry Bottom 
Cake. It is truly YUMMY!!!!! The lobster meat and chowder (or 
“chowda” as they say in Maine!) are flown in from the Maine 
Diner in Wells, Maine which has been featured on The Today 
Show and the TV show, “Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives.” 

You’ll think you’re in Bar Harbor, or Bah Hawbah as they say 
in New England.

The 52nd Annual 
Brecksville Firefighters’  

Association  

Saturday, September 10  
Serving is from 6-9 pm

Brecksville Horticulture Bldg.
Door Prizes & Dancing ( 8-midnight)  

Sporting Events Shown on the Big Screen 

Clambake & Steak Roast

This gala is exceeded in size by only Home Days itself and it  
benefits the philanthropic activities of the Firefighters Association.
After the clams and steaks dancing begins at 8 and goes  
‘til midnight. Local merchants always provide a ton of raffle prizes.
Tickets are $45/person, $15 for an extra dozen of clams. 
They must be purchased in advance from any firefighter or by  
calling the fire station at 526-2640.
$20 Cover Charge at the door for 21 and over with no meal ticket

So “shell out” the bucks  
and get to the clambake.  

It’s a great party!

Kiwanis Trick or Trot

The Brecksville Kiwanis Club will resume its annual Hallow-
een-themed Trick or Trot 5K and 1-mile Family Fun Walk 

on Saturday, October 22 at Brecksville’s Blossom property off 
Oakes Road. Registration and check-in begin at 8 am. The 5K 
begins at 9 with the 1-mile walk starting right after the 5K start.
Runners will enjoy a meandering course through the park. Walk-

ers will enjoy a kid-friendly Trick or Treat walk.
Plenty of prizes for all age groups and costume contests for ev-

eryone. The categories will be cutest kid, best hero or villain, best 
duo or group, funniest and more.
Snacks and refreshments will be provided and vendors will have 

displays and giveaways.
Proceeds will benefit Kids in Flight and Kiwanis Youth Services.
For more information and to sign up go to https://runsignup.

com/Race/OH/Brecksville/BrecksvilleTrickorTrot
Or HermesCleveland.com.

L-R Jenny Gee of the Bike Ministry, Key Bank employees  
Linda Foutz, George Michalke, Bob Urbanic, Dianne Mannarino,  

Rob Arundel and Jinho Lee of the Bike Ministry

KeyBank Volunteers Help BUMC’s 
Bicycle Ministry

June 7 was KeyBank’s annual “Neighbors Make the Difference 
Day.” All over northeast Ohio KeyBank employees left work 

and did a variety of community service projects. They’ve been 
doing this since 1990. 

Here in Brecksville five employees spent the afternoon repairing 
bicycles for the Bike Ministry of the Brecksville United Methodist 
Church. The church members take donated bikes, fix them and 
see that they get to someone in need.

Thanks KeyBank folks for “Making a Difference!”
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Recreation
Kids n Company

Fees: BCC Member $40, B or BH Residents $50 and Non 
Residents $60

Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins February 1 at 
5 am online, 8 am in person at the Community Center. 
Non-Residents begins February 8 at 5 am online, 8 am 
in person at the Community Center. All registration 
ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.  

Description: Levels 1 and 2 introduce you and your 
child to basic skills. As parents, you learn how to safely 
work with your child in the water, including how to 
appropriately support and hold your child in the 
water and how to prepare and encourage your child 
to participate fully and try the skills. In addition, you 
are introduced to several water safety topics. Your 
child receives an introduction to basic skills that lay a 
foundation for learning to swim.

NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear 
swim diapers in the water at all times. No child suffer-
ing from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the 
program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at 
the Community Center front desk if needed.  This class 
is designed for children 6 months to 3 years of age. A 
responsible adult participant who is comfortable in 
the water must accompany each child during all class 
sessions.

 Level 1  (Ages 6 months-2 years old) 

Activity # Days Times  Dates
342161-31 W 12-12:30pm  10/5-11/30
332161-61 Sat 12-12:30pm 10/1-11/19

 Level 2  (Ages 2 - 4  years old) 

Activity # Days Times  Dates 
342162-31 W 12:30-1:00pm 10/5-11/30
342162-61 Sat 12:30-1:00pm 10/1-11/19

Preschool
Fees : BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non 
Residents $65

Registration: In Progress. All registration ends 4pm 2 
days before the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.   

 Level 1  (Ages 3.5-4 years old)

Your child is introduced to basic skills. These skills lay the 
foundation for developing water competency and the future 
skill development of swimming strokes. In addition, your child 
starts to develop positive attitudes and safe practices around 
the water. Certain milestones are necessary for successful 
completion of Preschool Aquatics Level 1, including: 

• Entering the water independently using ramp, steps or side 
and travel at least 5 yards. 

• Submerging mouth and blowing bubbles for at least 3 
seconds. 

• Exiting the water safely. - Gliding on front for at least 2 
body lengths with support. 

• Rolling to back and floating for 3 seconds with support. 

level and begins gaining rudimentary propulsive skills on both 
the front and the back. This level marks the beginning of inde-
pendent aquatic locomotion skills. Some of the milestones that 
are necessary for successful completion of Level 2 include: 
• Stepping from the side into chest-deep water. 
• Fully submerging and holding breath. 
• Pushing off the bottom, moving into a treading or floating 

position for at least 15 seconds, swimming on front and/ or 
back for 5 body lengths and then exiting 
the water. 

• Moving into a back float for 15 seconds, rolling to front and 
then recovering to a vertical position. 

• Pushing off and swimming using combined arm and leg ac-
tions on front for 5 body lengths, rolling to back, floating for 
15 seconds, rolling to the front and then continue swimming 
for 5 body lengths.

Activity #  Days Times Dates
342262-11 M 5:30-6:20pm 10/3-11/28
342262-12 M 6:30-7:20pm 10/3-11/28
342262-31 W 5:30-6:20pm 10/5-11/23
342262-32 W 6:30-7:20pm 10/5-11/23

 Level 3 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children learn to swim the front crawl and elementary 
backstroke at rudimentary levels. They are introduced to the 
scissors and dolphin kicks, learn the survival float and increas-
es the time duration for treading water. Children also learn the 
rules for headfirst entries and begin to learn to enter the water 
headfirst from a seated position at poolside.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
342263-11 M 5:30-6:20pm 10/3-11/28
342263-12 M 6:30-7:20pm 10/3-11/28
342263-31 W 5:30-6:20pm 10/5-11/23
342263-32 W 6:30-7:20pm 10/5-11/23

 Level 4 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children build on previously learned skills, improving the swim-
ming stroke proficiency and swimming for longer distances. 
In Level 4, students further develop strokes like Front Crawl, 
Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Elementary Backstroke, 
and Diving.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
342264-11 M 5:30-6:20pm 10/3-11/28
342264-12 M 6:30-7:20pm 10/3-11/28
342264-31 W 5:30-6:20pm 10/5-11/23
342264-32 W 6:30-7:20pm 10/5-11/23

  Level 5  (Ages 5 and up) 

Our instructors follow a plan to refine all six swimming strokes 
including swimming for longer distances, introduce new water 
safety skills while building on ones previously learned and 
perform flip turns on the front and back. The expectations are 
higher now in regards to distance and quality.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
342265-11 M 5:30-6:20pm 10/3-11/28
342265-12 M 6:30-7:20pm 10/3-11/28
342265-31 W 5:30-6:20pm 10/5-11/23
342265-32 W 6:30-7:20pm 10/5-11/23

 Level  6 (Ages 5 and up)  

Our instructors follow a plan to refine swimming, physical 
fitness in the water and water safety skills that were taught 
throughout the levels. The expectations are quite high in re-
gards to distance and quality. Additionally, in Fitness Swimmer, 
you learn principles of training and how to evaluate your own 
level of fitness.

• Recovering to a vertical position with support.

Activity #  Days Times  Dates 
342163-11 M 5:30-6:10pm 10/3-11/28
342163-12 M 6:30-7:10pm 10/3-11/28
342163-31 W 5:30-6:10pm 10/5-11/23
342163-32 W 6:30-7:10pm 10/5-11/23

 Level 2  (Ages 3 .5-4 years old) 

Continues laying the foundation for developing water compe-
tency and further skill development. Preschool Aquatics Level 2 
marks the beginning of independent aquatic locomotion skills. 
Children continue to explore using simultaneous and alternat-
ing arm and leg actions on the front and back to gain greater 
proficiency in preparation for performing strokes. Some of the 
milestones achieved in Preschool Aquatics Level 2 include: 

• Gliding on front at least 2 body lengths. 

• Rolling to back, floating on back for 15 seconds, and then 
recovering to a vertical position. 

• Gliding on back for at least 2 body lengths. 

• Rolling to front, then recovering to a vertical position. 

• Swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 
3 body lengths. 

• Rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to front then 
continuing to swim on front for 3 body lengths.

Activity #  Days Times  Dates 

342164-11 M 5:30-6:10pm 10/3-11/28
342164-12 M 6:30-7:10pm 10/3-11/28
342164-31 W 5:30-6:10pm 10/5-11/23
342164-32 W 6:30-7:10pm 10/5-11/23

Learn to Swim (Levels 1-6) 
Fees : BCC Member $50, B or BH Residents $60 and Non 
Residents $70

Registration: In Progress. All registration ends 4pm 2 
days before the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.   

 Level 1 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children are introduced to basic skills as the foundation for 
future skills and the development of water competency. Skills 
taught include: 
• Entering the water independently using the ramp, steps or 

side. 
• Traveling at least 5 yards, bobbing 5 times and then safely 

exiting the water. 
• Opening eyes underwater and retrieving submerged object. 
• Gliding on front with assistance at least 2 body lengths. 
• Rolling to a back float for 5 seconds with assistance. 
• Recovering to a vertical position with assistance.
• Combined arm and leg actions on front and back with 

assistance. 
• Alternating and simultaneous arm and leg actions on front 

and back with assistance.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
342261-11 M 5:30-6:20pm 10/3-11/28
342261-12 M 6:30-7:20pm 10/3-11/28
342261-31 W 5:30-6:20pm 10/5-11/23
342261-32 W 6:30-7:20pm 10/5-11/23

 Level 2  (Ages 4 and up) 

Fundamental Aquatic Skills builds on skills learned in Level 1. 
Children begin to perform skills at a slightly more advanced 
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The purpose of the American Red Cross Lifeguarding 
course is to provide entry-level lifeguard participants 
with the knowledge and skills to prevent, recognize 
and respond to aquatic emergencies and to provide 
care for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries 
and sudden illnesses until emergency medical 
services personnel take over. You must be at least 15 
years old before the last scheduled class session to 
sign up, you must also be able to pass a prerequisite 
skills evaluation administered on the first day of 
class.

Registration in progress

Cost Members $220, Resident $235, Non-Resident  
$250

 
Activity #  Days Times Dates

342532-81 Sat/Sun 12:00-5:00pm 9/24 - 10/2
342532-82 Sat/Sun 12:00-5:00pm 10/8 - 10/16
342532-83 Sat/Sun 12:00-5:00pm 11/12 - 11/19

Lifeguard Training

American
Red Cross

Activity #  Days Times Dates
342266-11 M 5:30-6:20pm 10/3-11/28
342266-12 M 6:30-7:20pm 10/3-11/28
342266-31 W 5:30-6:20pm 10/5-11/23
342266-32 W 6:30-7:20pm 10/5-11/23

Competitive Swim Clinic 
Location BCC  Competitive Pool
Activity # Day Time Dates 
342362-21  T 6:00-7:15pm 10/4-11/22
342362-41  TH 6:00-7:15pm 10/6-11/17
The swim clinic focuses on competitive swim tech-
niques and endurance for youth. This program is con-
sidered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.

 It is designed for those that have participated in at 
least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim or equivalent. Swim-
mers can sign up to swim 1 day per week on Tuesdays 
or two days per week on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

This program is restricted to Brecksville residents 
only.

Fees: Community Center Member 40.00 & Brecksville 
Resident 45.00

Thursday session is discounted, session is 7 weeks.

September 6th through September 24th 

ANNUAL MAINTENANCE
SHUTDOWN 

The Jack A. Hruby Natatorium, Activity Pool, and Outdoor Pool will
be closed for our annual maintenance and cleaning shutdown from

Sept. 6th through Sept. 24th. The Jack A. Hruby Natatorium and
Activity Pool will re-open on September 25th. Any changes or

updates to those dates will be posted. 

For post-summer-season pool hours (August 21st through
September 5th) please visit the Brecksville Aquatics website for

a detailed pool schedule or call the Brecksville Community
Center front desk at (440) 546-2318. 

2022
Sunday, September 25 The Community Center will 
celebrate 30 years. Stop by and help us celebrate  

from 12 until 3 pm. Light Refreshments. 
Monday, September 26 the celebration continues! 

Light Refreshments



Recreation
Fitness Schedule

Recreation
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spin and Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:00 am

7:00 am

8:00 am FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

FREE Core & Weights Class - Jane FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

8:05 am Barre Fusion  - Gina

8:30 am Spinning® - Angie Spin and Strength -Jane Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise  Yoga - Linda Slow Flow Yoga - Alyce Spinning® - Belinda

9:15 am

9:30 am Yoga Basics  Amy  

10:00 am Balance - Eve

FREE

10:15 am Seniors Yoga - Denise Senior Yoga - Amy Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Spinning - Rhonda

10:45 am Seniors in Motion - Eve

FREE

11:15 am

Noon

4:30 pm Spin & Strength - Angie

5:45 pm Cycle with Lo NEW!! Cardio Drumming - Gina Cycle with Jenni

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Linda

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

Barre Fusion-Traditionally known 
as ballet-inspired workout, we put 
an athletic, fitness-based twist on 
our signature full-body, 55 minute 
class.  A highly effective form of 
strength-training combining ele-
ments of Pilates, dance and yoga.  
Use our ballet barre to go at your 
own pace and find your deepest 
burn-classic dance moves such as 
plies, alongside static stretches.  
High reps, small range move-
ments-all levels welcomed as you 
can self-customize the intensity of 
your class and feel your strength 
build each week. 
*Barre Fusion is NOT included  
in the Community Center fee 
schedule. 

FREE Core & Weights Class  - Open to 
all members for a 30 minute segment of 
core and strength exercises preformed 
on the ball and on the floor.

NEW!!! Cardio Drumming A full-body 
workout that will leave you smiling, 
sweating - a lot or  a little - up to you - 
but for sure, felling great. Arms, abs, 
legs all on fire in the best way. Cardio 
drumming brings together drumsticks 
and an exercise ball to create one of the 
most fun workouts you’ll ever do.

*Cardio Drumming is NOT included in 
the Community Center fee schedule. 

Cycle with Lo -This cycling class 
delivers cardio and training using small 
weights, with heart-thumping music de-

signed to motivate and move you! You will 
be able to control the resistance as you 
pedal to the beat of the music. Combining 
high energy and high effort to deliver a 
powerful workout on the bike- don’t miss 
out on this highly effective cycle class with 
LO!

A great class for the beginner as well as 
the advanced cyclist. .

Jazzercise is a combination of aerobic 
exercise, HIIT cardio, strength training and 
dance fitness that is safe and effective 
for all ages and fitness levels.  Try a class 
today! Jazzercise is NOT included in the 
Community Center fee schedule.

Pure Strength Challenge your body with 
this combination of strength exercises. 

Join Our Fitness Classes!
Great Instructors!

 Affordable Classes!
Lots of Variety!
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Fitness Schedule

Tues ., October 18 – Sat ., December 17
Beginner/Advanced Tiny Tigers
Ages 4-6
This program is geared to develop listening and 
awareness skills, attention span, and coordination 
skills.
Session A   Tuesdays 5:30pm-6:00pm 
                    Thursdays 6:00pm-6:30pm

Session B Wednesdays 5:30-6pm 
                   Saturdays 9:30am-10am
Cost Resident member $40, Resident $50,  Non-
resident $60
Beginner/Advanced Karate for Kids
Ages 7-12
This program is faster paced than the Tiny Tigers 
program but it shares some of the same goals, 
including integrity, perseverance, discipline, 
honesty, respect, self-control, leadership, self-
confidence, and self-esteem.  These building 
blocks, along with Songahm Taekwondo are 
intended to develop a more complete person.
Tuesdays 6:00- 6:30pm – Beginning- Yellow/
Camo/Red
Wednesdays 6:30-7pm – Blue through Red/Black 
Belts

Thursdays 6:30-7pm – White through purple Belts
Saturdays 10-10:30am – All Levels
Cost Resident member, $60, Residents $70,  
Non-resident $80
Black Belt Karate
The Black Belt program is for those students who 
have progressed to the level of Black Belt.  It 
continues to develop the goals and disciplines of 
the Karate for Kids program.
Tuesdays 7-7:30pm – All levels
Wednesdays 6:30-7pm – 1st Degrees
Thursdays 7-7:30pm – 2nd & 3rd Degrees
Saturdays 10:30-11:15am – All levels
Cost Resident member, $80 Residents  $90,  
Non-resident $100
Adult and Teen Taekwondo
Ages 13+
Adult and Teen Taekwondo focuses on teaching 
Korean Karate techniques such as kicking, blocks, 
and self-defense.  It also stresses the foundational 
goals of a positive mental attitude and high goal 
setting.
Tuesdays 7:30-8:00pm – All levels
Wednesdays 7-7:30pm
Saturdays 11:15-noon
Cost Resident member $80, Residents $90,  
Non-resident $100
No Classes  Wednesday, November 23; Thursday, 
November 24; Saturday, November 26
Registration September 1 for residents and  
September 8 for non-residents, ends 3 days before 
first class.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spin and Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:00 am

7:00 am

8:00 am FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

FREE Core & Weights Class - Jane FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

8:05 am Barre Fusion  - Gina

8:30 am Spinning® - Angie Spin and Strength -Jane Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise  Yoga - Linda Slow Flow Yoga - Alyce Spinning® - Belinda

9:15 am

9:30 am Yoga Basics  Amy  

10:00 am Balance - Eve

FREE

10:15 am Seniors Yoga - Denise Senior Yoga - Amy Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Spinning - Rhonda

10:45 am Seniors in Motion - Eve

FREE

11:15 am

Noon

4:30 pm Spin & Strength - Angie

5:45 pm Cycle with Lo NEW!! Cardio Drumming - Gina Cycle with Jenni

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Linda

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

SPINNING® Spinning is a group cycling 
exercise that simulates an outdoor bike 
ride. You control the amount of resistance 
and speed with an instructor guiding you 
through a 1 hour session with 40 to 45 
minutes of cycling.

Spin and Strength -This class is de-
signed to take your workout on and off the 
bike for a creative hour of fun.

FREE Senior Classes

Balance Join us for a low impact work-
out designed to improve balance and 
coordination utilizing various walking 
surfaces and light strength exercises.

Senior Yoga -Yoga class designed for 
gentle movement, mediation, flexibility 
and balance for the senior population. 

Seniors in Motion This class is de-
signed to help seniors maintain their 
strength, flexibility and independence 
with both standing and seated exer-
cises.

Finish with a relaxation and full body 
stretch segment designed to lower 
the heart rate, relieve stress, increase 
flexibility and leave you feeling great!

All fitness levels welcome!

YOGA

All Levels Yoga A challenging yet 
relaxing class concentrating on 
alignment of poses 1(asanas) creating 
strength, flexibility and tone. Based on 
the principles of Iyengar yoga.

Join Our Fitness Classes!
Great Instructors!

 Affordable Classes!
Lots of Variety!

Slow Flow Yoga Offers students 
the opportunity to slow down, take 
a breath and move mindfully into 
poses designed to open the body 
and calm the mind.  Poses are held 
long enough to build strength with 
focus on body alignment. No prior 
yoga necessary.

Yoga Gently stretching with props 
with a slow progression into each 
pose.  Poses are held for a longer 
period of time focusing on the 
breath, muscles involved and body 
alignment, increasing  flexibility 
and range of motion. No prior yoga 
necessary.

Yoga Basics - Basic yoga princi-
pals with a slow-flow progression.
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Let’s 
Play!!

M,T,TH,F Court B 9am - 11 am
Sundays Court B 12 - 2 pm
Tuesdays Court B 5 - 7 pm
Fridays Court B 5 - 7 pm

The City of Brecksville offers open  
Pickleball three days a week for members,  

residents and non-residents . 

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the 
country, rapidly becoming embraced by all 

ages and abilities!

This highly adaptable game uses light weight 
equipment, small court space and is a perfect 
game for you and family members/friends to 

learn to play together and keep moving!

Location: Community Center Field House .
8 swipe punch passes can be purchased at the  

Brecksville Community Center . 
Members FREE - Residents - $35  

Non-Residents - $40Serving Up Some Fun!!Serving Up Some Fun!!

Recreation

Winter Programs
Winter Cross-Training Program

All Family members are welcome.  Work out with your kids.

The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For 
Your Life  program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program.   This program 
is designed for speed training, strength training, plyometric training 
and conditioning.  There will be three levels for this program: Advanced, 
Intermediate and Family.  Bring your own water bottle, running shoes, jump 
rope and workout mat. Blossom Field House

Registration: November 1, closes when class is full

FREE

Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle

January 7 – March 1

Saturdays

9:00-10:00 am Intermediate/Advanced Group

10:00-11:00 am Family Group

Please contact  Brian Stucky  email- Brstucky@aol.com or  
call 216-390-4950

Brecksville Recreation Department 
High School Boys Basketball

Grades 10 - 12 

January 7, 2023 – March 4, 2023

Saturdays – Game times are various times

Registration: Begins 9/1 and ends 12/14

Description This is a 4 on 4 basketball league for 11th – 12th grade boys that 
live within the Brecksville-Broadview Hts. City School District.  Teams will consist 
of 4 to 6 players.  Complete team/player packet must be submitted at time of 
registration along with team fee.  Spots cannot be reserved without payment 
& paperwork.  No parent coaching.  Certified referees will officiate games.  All 
athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID.

Cost  $250.00 per team—due at time of registration

Location Blossom Hill Field House

Run for Your Health, Run for Your Happiness

Run for Your Life!
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Boys and Girls Youth Basketball
November 2022 – March 2023 

The Brecksville Recreation Youth Basketball program is a recreational 
league stressing skill development, team work and fun.  Practices are 
held once a week beginning in November with games being played 
between Mondays – Saturday starting in December.  The league 
usually is completed by the beginning of March.  Practices are held 
at either Blossom Hill or a school facility.  Games are played at the 
Brecksville Community Center, or at a neighboring city recreation cen-
ter.  All athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID. 

1st & 2nd Grade Basketball

Boys Basketball (6-9 years)  

Girls Basketball (6-9 years)  

Game Times: In House League: Saturday Mornings – 9am - 2pm

Game Times: With Broadview Hts: Sunday afternoon – 12:00pm - 
4pm

*Format will be traditional league setting (Score will be kept, stand-
ings will not be kept)

3rd-9th Grade Basketball

Game Times: Saturday – 9:00am - 5:00pm

Game Times: Monday – Thursday 6:00pm - 9:00pm

Collaborating with Independence, Brooklyn Hts., Valley View, Seven 
Hills, and Newburg Hts.

3rd & 4th Grade Boys Basketball (9-10 years)  

3rd & 4th Grade Girls Basketball (9-10 years)

5th & 6th Grade Boys Basketball (11-12 years)

5th & 6th Grade Girls Basketball (11-12 years)

Collaborating with Fairview Park, Columbia Station, Westlake, Middle-
burg Hts., Brook Park, Strongsville, North Ridgeville, and Cuyahoga 
Hts. 

7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball (13-14 years)

7th & 9th Grade Girls Basketball (13-15 years)

9th & 10th Grade Boys Basketball (14-16 years)

Registration  Residents 9/1 through 10/31.

Cost    $75 for BCC members

$85 for residents

$95 for non-residents

Men’s Basketball League

Over 35 Division: Men 35 and older

Over 50 Recreational Division: Men 50 and older

Over 50 Competitive Division: Men 50 and older

Division Days/Dates Game Times
Over 35 Sundays    1/8-4/23 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Over 50 Sundays    1/8-4/23 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Registration: Resident begins 11/1 and ends 12/22

Non-Resident begins 11/1 and ends 12/22
Cost: $250.00 per team—due at time of registration

Additional Costs: $35.00 due before each game for referee and scorer.  

$70.00 forfeit fee that must be paid before your first game.  Refunded 
at the end of the season.
(This cost cannot be incorporated into team fee.  Must be paid prior 
to each game.)
Description: Come get your game on in the Brecksville Recreation 
Men’s Basketball League.  There are 3 divisions this year: Over 35 Divi-
sion, Over 50 Division Recreational and Over 50 Division Competitive.  
Athletic Department reserves the right to assign teams accordingly. 
Games will be played 4 on 4.  Start getting your team together and 
register today!

Location: Brecksville Community Center and Blossom Hill Facility

Contact: For more information, please contact Jamie at Brecksville 
Community Center 546-2300.

Mandatory Managers Meeting: TBA in the Brecksville Community 
Center, Room A.  (Teams must be registered prior to meeting in order 
to attend). 

Teams Must Provide:

Designated team manager and team name.
Team uniform will be provided.  If a player does not have his actual 
team shirt, the team will be penalized 4 points per game at the start 
of the game. 
Completed team roster with up to 12 players per team.  (Blank 
rosters will be provided at managers meeting and must be handed in 
complete at first game).
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Horticulture
As many of you have 

heard or read, the City 
of Brecksville was 
selected to receive 
a Healthy Urban 

Tree Canopy Program 
grant from the Cuyahoga 

County Planning Commission. The grant 
funding will be used in two subdivisions 
to help us replace crabapple trees that are 
in a state of decline and replace them with 
shade trees. In light of this grant award, 
I thought it would be a great time to 
highlight our street tree program and talk 
about why I am so proud to work on re-
placing and expanding our urban canopy.

The past two and half years that I’ve spent 
heading up the Horticulture Department 
have been the true highlight of my 24 
years working in the green industry. I in-
herited, and have enjoyed the benefits, of 
about 30 years of hard work from so many 
people—as well as the City’s commitment 
to maintaining and improving our urban 
tree canopy. 

One of the major responsibilities of my 
department is to monitor and care for all 
city trees, whether they are directly on city 
property or in resident’s tree lawns. While 
we try to be proactive as possible with 
anything that could be dangerous (which 
means we do sometimes remove trees), we 
always aim to plant more trees than we 
lose in any given year.  Today, that means 
we care for over 7,000 trees, with plans to 
increase that number every year! 

That kind of commitment is possible 
thanks to the support of many dedicated 
people. We’re backed by the City’s Service 
Department, which means we have extra 
resources to tap into when we need them. 
And I would be remiss to not recognize 
the contributions of the two full time 
employees I work with every day—Jim 
Kasmarcak and Doug Novak. They have 
a level of dedication to this city and this 
program that is unmatched.

Now, let’s look at why we make this 
commitment. A healthy tree canopy has 
many benefits for urban areas. First, the 
trees can trap air born pollutants like dust 

It’s About 
the Trees

by Joe Dwyer

  Today, that 
means we care 
for over 7,000 
trees, with plans 
to increase that 
number every 

year!

Dwarf Hinoki Cypress, or Chamae-
cyparis obtusa ‘Nana Gracilis,’ is 

a slow-growing evergreen dwarf conifer 
with year-round, deep green color and a 
unique texture. It has fanlike foliage that 
creates dense, deeply layered branches with 
a twisty, yet upright, form. This deer-re-
sistant shrub does well in part shade and 
can tolerate full sun. It requires moist 
but well-draining soil, and once the roots 
are established, it will not require much 
watering. Because it grows very slowly, this 
plant can be positioned close to the edge of 
a pathway or in other smaller areas where 
it can easily be admired. It is a good com-
panion shrub because it will not quickly 
overtake and shade out smaller neighbors. 

Featured Plant – Dwarf Hinoki Cypress

It may not be a practical choice for a 
hedge, but as a standalone planting or to 
accent an area of color, the Dwarf Hinoki 
Cypress can’t be beat.

26



and smoke in their bark and leaves. They 
also can absorb and filter gases like carbon 
monoxide and sulfur oxides. A mature tree 
can absorb up to 150 kg of CO2—which 
can help improve air quality. 

Mature trees can also intercept close 
to 4,000 gallons of water annually. This 
has huge benefits related to storm water 
management and erosion control. The 
canopy of a tree allows a place for rain to 
collect and evaporate off before touching 
the ground. 

Heat island effect is a phenomenon 
where urban areas can become warmer 
than surrounding areas due to factors like 
construction, pavement, and human ac-
tivity. The addition of street trees has been 
showed to cool the air from 4-14˚F, which 
can help counteract heat island affect. 

Finally, street trees are good for residents. 
They have been shown to raise property 
values, lower heating bills in the winter by 
adding a wind break, and help improve 
mental and physical health.

How do we pick our street trees? De-
cisions are made based on the location 

where the tree will be planted. All trees 
have some benefit, which only increase as 
the tree gets larger. That’s why we place 
larger shade trees whenever possible. If 
we have areas with smaller tree lawns or 
overhead power lines, we’ll make sure the 
tree is appropriately sized for the area it 
needs to go.  

If you live or drive through some of our 
newer developments, you will notice that 
we are diversifying the types of trees we 
use. You’ll see a mixture of a few different 
types of trees in a single development, as 
opposed to planting the entire develop-
ment with a single variety. This approach 
is part of our effort to reach what is known 
as the 10-20-30 Diversity Rule, which 
states that an urban tree population should 
include no more than 10% of any one 
species, 20% of any one genus, or 30% 
of any one family. Following this guide-
line helps protect our developments from 
catastrophic tree loss due to pests. If a new 
pest were to enter a neighborhood and 
affect a certain type of tree, we would not 
lose every tree in the neighborhood—and 
all the benefits that come with them. 

I’m thankful to the Healthy Urban Tree 
Canopy Grant Program for selecting us 
for this grant and the financial support 
of Cuyahoga County. It gives us an 
amazing opportunity to enhance our 
commitment to maintaining a healthy 
tree canopy by replacing trees that are 
not serving our community with ones 
that will have countless benefits for 
many years. 

If you have any questions about our tree 
program, or anything else, please reach 
out and I will get back to you as quickly 
as possible. You can send questions to 
gardner@brecksville.oh.us, or to my 
direct email jdwyer@
brecksville.oh.us. You 
can also feel free to 
call me at (440)  
526-4794.

“This project is support-
ed in part by the residents of Cuyahoga 
County through a public grant from the 
Cuyahoga County Healthy Urban Tree 
Canopy Grant Program.” 

Chippewa Garden Club Presents Its Annual Holiday Program

Greetings with Greens
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 7pm

Brecksville Community Center 

Presented by 
Sandy Apidone, owner of Countryside Florists 
4553 Broadview Road, Richfield, Ohio 44286 

330-659-3776
1 Community Drive, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

6:30 pm Doors open 
         Ticket Price:  $10.00 at the door  

       Holiday Raffle Bazaar and Refreshments 
www.chippewagardenclub.com
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Cuyahoga County Library 
Brecksville Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-1102

Board of Education Office. . . . . . . . . . . .740-4000

Brecksville Community Center . . . . . . .546-2300

Brecksville Historical Association 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-7165

The Brecksville Theatre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks  
Nature Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-1012

Brecksville Service Department 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1384

Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Post Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .838-0429

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 443-8683 

Human Services Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2499

Independence License Bureau 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 642-1373

Regional Income Tax Agency 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-0900

Recycling Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2643

City Hall Frequently Called 
Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

Laura C. Redinger, P . . . . . 440-319-0577 

Dominic Caruso, VP . . . . . 440-759-7203  

A.J. Ganim . . . . . . . . . . . . . .614-582-3342 

Daryl Kingston . . . . 440-384-7406

City Council

City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Mayor/Safety Director 
Jerry N. Hruby. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . res. 526-7646

Law Department 
David J. Matty, Law Director . . . . . . . . 526-4351

City Prosecutor 
Lisa Sabol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Clerk of Courts 
Shelley Kazimore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2620

Finance Department 
Laura Starosta, Director . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Police Department, 
Stanton Korinek, Chief 
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Animal Warden 
Cliffette Thacker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief 
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2640

City Engineer 
Gerald Wise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Service Department 
Ron Weidig, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1384

Building Department 
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2630 

Department of Recreation 
Rachele Engle, Director. . . . . . . . . . . 546-2300

Department of Human Services 
Dr. Steve Paciorek, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-2499

Purchasing Department  
Rebecca Riser, Director  . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Cemetery Sexton 
Kristen Kouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2603

Brecksville Bulletin  
Jinny Farr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-2319

Brecksville Information:  
www.brecksville.oh.us, Community 
News or click on the "Sign Up for 

Enews" button to receive emails from 
the City and on Facebook (City of 

Brecksville Ohio)

Ann Koepke  . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-534-3191

Beth Savage . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-245-2227 

Brian Stucky . . . . . . . . . . . 440-829-2011 

Tammy Tabor, Clerk . . . . . 440-526-435128


