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Special Election on May 4
The City of Brecks-
ville has placed on 
the May 4 ballot 
with the Cuyahoga 
County Board of 
Elections, a change 
in the city’s land use 
zoning map at the 
request of Sherwin 
Williams. Issue 1 
was recommended 
by the City Planning 
Commission to City 
Council and legisla-
tion was introduced by City Council to have the issue appear on the  
May 4 ballot. The legislation was read three times by City Council and was 
adopted by Council and approved by the Mayor. The parcel of land that is the 
subject of this rezoning was not part of the original Valor Acres development, but 
was part of the Dalad-Crowland property which was ultimately sold and is now 
the major part of the Sherwin-Williams property. 

Issue 1 will appear with the following ballot language:
Issue 1 
Proposed Zoning Amendment 
City of Brecksville 
A 55% affirmative vote is necessary for passage.
“Shall the Zoning Map of the City of Brecksville be amended to change 
the zoning classification of a portion of the Sherwin-Williams property 
located on Brecksville Road, part of PP# 604-08-008 from R8 Residen-
tial to O-L Office Laboratory classification?”
Yes______or _______No

Mayor Jerry Hruby and City Council President Mike Harwood have provided 
a joint statement: “The request of Sherwin Williams to rezone 18.1668 acres of 
their land from its current Residential zoning to Office Laboratory will create 
uniform zoning for all of the requester’s Brecksville land; Therefore all acreage 
would be consistent with their intended use. With the passage of Issue 1 this land 
then becomes part of the overall development plan for Sherwin-Williams both 
now and for the future.”

Shredding Day  
Saturday, May 15

(see page 7 for details)
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will be the “First” to experience some of the features within 
both facilities at the Grand Opening. See details within. It 
could be you!

Valor Acres Update
Valor Acres developers, The DiGeronimo Companies, 

continue to meet with our Planning Commission as they 
present their residential phase of this development.  The 
Sherwin Williams design team continues their work for their 
projected first of many presentations to the Planning Com-
mission this late summer, early fall. It is hard to believe that 
we wrote in last year’s spring Bulletin that Sherwin Williams 
announced Brecksville as the site for their new Research and 
Development Center, predicting it will be the catalyst for 
the future development of Valor Acres. That was February 
6, 2020. The pandemic may have “slowed things down,” 
but the wheels never stopped rolling. We have much to look 
forward to. It’s going to be exciting!

It Doesn’t Seem Possible Already, But…
Police Chief William “Bill” Goodrich will retire after 34 

years of dedicated service to our City and its people. Chief 
Goodrich was the first person I recommended for appoint-
ment to our City’s police force in 1988, my first year as 
Mayor/Safety Director. What an excellent choice as he has 
risen in the ranks to become our eighth Police Chief in the 
77 year history of our Police Force. He was promoted to 

Sergeant and served at various times as our Ca-
nine Officer, our Juvenile Officer, DARE Officer, 
SWAT Team Member and a Patrol Supervisor. He 
succeeded in the monumental task of overseeing 
a major portion of the design and construction of 
our new police station, managing the reconstruc-
tion of Safety Town at Blossom Hill and imple-

menting many revisions of police policy that our new facility 
enabled. Chief Goodrich has the utmost respect for our fine 
men and women of our police service as in turn he has had 
their respect. Chief Goodrich believes in Community Polic-
ing and demonstrated that as he performed his duties with a 
high degree of integrity, compassion and professionalism. We 
wish Chief Goodrich a long, happy and healthy retirement. 
We thank his lovely wife, Janell and family for sharing him 
with us these many years and we return him to you acknowl-
edging his many contributions to our City, his friendship to 
our staff and his honor, loyalty and respect for his profession. 
We will miss him, I will miss him.  

A Fond Farewell
On behalf of our City Family and City Council, we offer 

our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of former 
City Councilman David J. Deuch who passed away on 
March 19. Dave served on City Council from January 2, 
1998 until January 1, 2010, when he did not seek re-elec-
tion. He served as City Council President in the years 2004 

Our City Department Heads and I 
have had ongoing discussions regarding 
our schedule of events for 2021. We have 
been keeping our eye on the directives 
and messages coming from the Governor’s 
office and the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health. Recently there has been a marked 
increase in COVID-19 cases reported 
statewide and our hope for a reduction 

in certain restrictions does not appear to be as favorable 
as it was weeks ago. The clock keeps ticking and days pass 
by quickly as we contemplate spring and summer events 
that might again be impacted by the virus. Vaccinations 
continue and we are announcing a local Vaccination POD 
(distribution center) for our City and the immediate area. 
Representatives from Independence, Broadview Heights 
and Brecksville have planned vaccinations to be offered at 
the Brecksville Broadview Heights High School on Sat-
urday, April 24 and Saturday, May 22. Please refer to the 
announcement inside this Bulletin for more details. Thank 
you all for your efforts in protecting your family, friends and 
yourselves by adhering to practices prescribed by our health 
officials. We must remain vigilant and not let down our 
guard.

Please Vote!
Election Day is Tuesday, May 4. Issue 1 appears 

on the ballot as our only local issue to determine 
if a parcel of the Sherwin Williams property 
within Valor Acres should be rezoned from R-8 
(Residential) to OL (Office Laboratory.) This 
issue was unanimously recommended by our 
City Planning Commission and was placed on 
the ballot by a unanimous vote of City Council.  
PLEASE take the time to vote. 

A Memorial Day “Parade”
We are planning a Memorial Day program but it will not 

include our usual parade through downtown and ceremony 
at Highland Cemetery. Instead, we will again “parade” our 
streets and neighborhoods with a lineup of vehicles begin-
ning at 9 am. We will also again present a Memorial Day 
program on the City’s web site, brecksville.oh.us, the City’s 
Facebook page and YouTube. Those wishing to participate 
in the parade must use their own vehicle and adhere to the 
procedures we will establish for this event.  Fill out the form 
in this Bulletin to be contacted. 

It’s What Your Family Has Been Waiting For!
We will be announcing the Grand Opening of the out-

door water park and the Natatorium addition activity pool 
very soon we hope. Make sure to supply your email address 
to the City if you wish to receive periodic messages from our 
office. If not, watch our City web site, brecksville.oh.us. I   
    look forward to seeing which one of you or your family 

Mayor’s Message

Council President Report

We are  
announcing 
the Grand  
Opening 
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Council President Report
The ongoing work of the Planning 

Commission as they review the appli-
cation and plans for the Residential 
Phase of Valor Acres and the Sherwin 
Williams project has demonstrated 
their combined talents and dedication 
toward the best interests of the commu-
nity. I thank The DiGeronimo Compa-
nies, Sherwin Williams, our Mayor and 

staff for their willingness to meet with the area residents 
of Westview Drive to provide them an independent fo-
rum to discuss their concerns and answer their questions. 
This is an ongoing process and we appreciate your input.

As we welcome the Spring and Summer seasons to 
Northeast Ohio, it will soon be time to enjoy two new 
exciting recreational facilities in the City’s portfolio.  For 
those newer residents who may not know the history 
of our outdoor Community pool and Natatorium, the 
current expansion of our existing facilities has been in the 
works for many many years.  A larger outdoor pool was 
part of the original design of the Community Center, 
however, budget constraints at that time resulted in the 
much smaller outdoor pool we have had for over 20 
years.  A group of residents were engaged multiple times 
since then to consider expanding the existing facilities, 
however, due to other priority expenditures it wasn’t until 
recently that the City was finally able to make the ex-
pansion a reality. It is with great excitement that we will 
open the expanded Jack A. Hruby Natatorium Activity 
Pool and outdoor Aquatics Center for our resident to 

continued on page 4

C i t y  C o u n C i l  R e p o R t s

The Committee has recommended, and 
City Council has approved the following:
•  A Purchase Requisition to Gillespie 
Backflow, Inc. for the annual services for 
Backflow Preventer Inspections for (54) 
city locations.
•  A Purchase Requisition to JS Controls 

LLC for the replacement and installation of NO2 and CO 
gas detection sensors in the Horticultural Garage and Ser-
vice Vehicle Storage Garage.
• An Ordinance amending Ordinance #5333 accepting the 

Value Engineering proposal submitted by Capitol Alumi-
num & Glass Corporation for Phase II of the Window 
Replacement Project at 4450 Oakes Road, Blossom Hill 

Buildings & Grounds

enjoy this Summer season.  Thank you to all who were in-
volved throughout the years planning this project and most 
importantly thank you to the residents for the patience to 
see this project to fruition.

Please review our Council Member Committee Reports 
within this Bulletin to update you on their activities and 
if you have questions or comments feel free to contact our 
Committee Chairpersons and they will be happy to re-
spond. 

Sincerely,
Mike Harwood, City Council President

and 2005.  Councilman Deuch was quite professional 
as he represented our residents and was truly dedicat-
ed toward serving Brecksville. He brought much to 
the Council meetings with his vast knowledge of the 
financial and business world and his vision for how we 
best serve our citizens. He was a scholar of facts and 
places, and he had a unique way of sharing his humor 
and stories. We send our condolences to his devoted 
wife Joan, son Jeffrey and his wife Kathleen, daughter 
Dariene Wassar and her husband Jim along with Da-
vid and Joan’s grandchildren. We appreciate the many 
contributions Dave brought to our City government. 

Coming Up
Look in this Bulletin for details on these scheduled 

events:
• Drug Take Back Day sponsored by law enforcement 

and our local CAPA program will take place on Sat-
urday, April 24 from 10 am till 2 pm at the Brecks-
ville Horticulture Center on Stadium Drive. 

• The Student Council at Brecksville-Broadview Heights High 
School and local businesses are sponsoring a “Scavenger Hunt” 
on May 1 from 10 am to 2 pm. 

• Document Shredding Day will be held in the Municipal Parking 
Lot/Service Garage area on Saturday, May 15 from 9 am until 12 
Noon. Please bring non-perishable food items as a donation to 
benefit our City’s Food Pantry. Please, do not bring anything that 
has an expired date.
Be safe and careful. Other than COVID, we also have some of 

the hazards of outdoor play, yard maintenance, travel, construction 
zones; let us all be safe and watch for children in our neighbor-
hoods who may not be looking out for you.  

Jerry N. Hruby

Mayor
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Legislation

The Legislation Committee, together with 
Council, our legal counsel, the Building 
Department and the Mayor, continue to 
work on updates to existing temporary 
sign ordinances.  The Committee also 
recommended, and Council approved, a 

routine supplemental update to City Codified Ordinances 
through American Legal Publishing.

The City of Brecksville has one item on the upcoming May 
4th ballot.  Issue 1 proposes a change in the City’s land use 
zoning map at the request of Sherwin-Williams. Issue 1 was 
recommended by the City Planning Commission to City 
Council.  Council introduced legislation which was read 
three times and was adopted and approved by the Mayor. 
The parcel of land that is the subject of this rezoning was 
not part of the original Valor Acres development; it was 
part of the adjoining Dalad-Crowland property which was 
ultimately sold to Sherwin-Williams.  The 18.1668 acres 
currently abuts other land owned by Sherwin-Williams, 
which is zoned Office Laboratory.  The requested rezoning 
would create a uniform zoning for the land owned by 
Sherwin-Williams at this location. 

 Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Finance
The Finance Committee discussed and 
recommended approval of the following 
items to City Council during the March, 
2021 meetings:
• A Resolution authorizing the settle-
ment of the non-compliance of Scratch 
Off Systems, Inc. to its Economic Incen-

tive and Job Preservation Agreement dated February 18, 
2014by accepting a Promissory Note in the amount of 
$33,759.  This amount represents all that is owed to the 
City and will be paid in 12 monthly installments.

Council Corner
Building #7. Funding from the NOPEC Energized Com-
munities grant program will be applied to the project.

• A Purchase Requisition to SafeAir Contractors, Inc. for 
the removal and disposal of (34) asbestos-containing win-
dows at Blossom Hill, Building #7.

• A Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition for the Human 
Services Chilled Water Tank Insulation Project.

• A Purchase Requisition to Direct Air Systems, Inc. for 
the replacement of (5) Variable Frequency Drives at the 
Human Services Building.

• An Increase to Purchase Order #CT205083 to Karpinski 
Engineering for Third Party Inspection and Commis-
sioning Services on the Police Station Generator Exhaust 
Extension Project.

• A Purchase Requisition for the Community Garden 
Expansion Project to be completed by the Service Depart-
ment and various vendors.

Updates:
• Shook Construction provided their most recent update 

dated February 18th. The Fieldhouse at Blossom Hill is 
more than 50% completed and the building has taken full 
shape. 

• The redevelopment of the Central School Property con-
tinues to move along, with plans for further discussions 
and meetings with the Central School Selection Commit-
tee and both prospective developers, The DiGeronimo 
Company and the United Homes Group. The Citizen 
Committee will reconvene to provide their input. 

•  The indoor pool addition to the natatorium at the Com-
munity Center is almost completed. It is expected that a 
remaining issue will soon be resolved, and that the facility 
will open as planned at the start of the season.

Kim Veras, Chairperson

Buildings & Grounds continued from page 3

• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute an 
Amended and Restated Economic Incentive Agreement 
with Fab Tech LLC regarding the granting by the City of 
certain incentives to create and preserve jobs within the 
City of Brecksville.

• An Ordinance authorizing an agreement to participate 
in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation 
Program.  This allows for employees to select aRoth 457 
investment option.

• An Ordinance, amending Ordinance # 5377 making ap-
propriations for current expenses of the City of Brecksville 
during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, making 
necessary appropriation and revenue adjustments.

• Approval of a blanket vendor purchase requisition in the 
aggregate amount of $6,477.60 for miscellaneous tools for 
the IT Department.

• An Ordinance accepting the proposal of Identity IQ for 
their Secure Plus Plan of Identity Theft Protection services 
for the City employees.  The final cost will not exceed 
$6,667.92. However, it may be lower depending on the 
number of employees that opt into the program.

• A blanket vendor purchase requisition in the amount of 
$3,500 for the purchase of wellness related items with the 
Medical Mutual Wellness grant funding.  

• A Resolution making necessary transfers between certain 
funds and return of an advance of funds for the fiscal year 
ending December 31, 2021.

Laura Redinger, Chairperson   
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Safety – Service
The snow has melted, and the tempera-

tures are starting to warm up.  It will not be 
long before our Service Department em-
ployees are out working on the roads.  Please 
be mindful and drive safely in those work 

zones.  
In February, our committee recommended, and City Coun-

cil approved the annual purchase of apparel for the service 
department employees.  This was done through ProForma, 
in the amount of $5,132.90.  We also approved the annual 
purchase of work gloves through Maverick in the amount of 
$3,624.74.  

We approved a contract extension with OnSolve LLC for 
CodeRED Emergency Notification Service in the amount 
$9,980.00 and Weather Warning Service in the amount of 
$3,750.00.  In addition, we approved a purchase requisition 
for our Fire Department to procure a Task Force Blitzfire 
Combination Water Package.  This is an unmanned unit 
that allows our firefighters, to quench an area of a fire while 
allowing them to move and address other areas of the blaze.  
The money for this piece of equipment is coming from the 
Marathon First Responders Grant Program.  I would like to 
thank Chief Zamiska for applying for and securing this grant 
for our City.  Lastly, we approved a blanket vendor purchase 
requisition in the amount of $40,000.00 for 2021 Prisoner 
Housing Services with the Cities of North Royalton, Strongs-
ville, and Solon.  Outsourcing long term prisoner housing 
routinely saves the City several $100,000.00 dollars annually.  
We appreciate Chief Goodrich overseeing this program.  

During our first meeting in March, we recommended, and 
Council approved a purchase requisition in the amount of 
$22,500.00 for the Southwest Council of Governments for 
annual membership fees.  This is a multi-city arrangement 
that allows the group to pool resources and employees of mul-
tiple fire and police departments. These various teams then 
provide more sophisticated services that cities our size could 
not typically afford on their own.  These include things like 
SWAT and Bomb Team among other police, fire and EMS 
services.  Many of our people train and are members of these 
various teams.  

During our meeting in mid-March, we approved a purchase 
requisition in the amount of $3,968.00 for two(2) Apex Bulk 
Handlers for our recycle center.  The funding for these came 
from a grant award through the Cuyahoga County Solid 
Wase District Recycling Awareness grant program.  Thank 
you to our purchasing director Becki Riser and service direc-
tor Ron Weidig for seeking out, applying and earning these 
grant awards on behalf of the City.  Lastly, we approved an 
increase to a purchase order to Karpinski Engineering for 3rd 
party inspection and commissioning services on the Chippe-
wa Creek Bridge Electrical Connections Project.

Stay Safe and Healthy, Brecksville.  
Dominic Caruso - Chairperson

As spring is underway (finally) the 
City’s Road Program will commence as 
well.  The Committee will do a “drive 
around” with the Service Department 
to review the plan that was made and 

budgeted for in December to identify any necessary chang-
es.  Again, the City has budgeted over $1.5 million dollars 
to this program.  As a component of this, Council passed 
legislation to accept bids from Specialized Construction, J. 
D. Striping, Konstruction King, Set In Stone, Cuyahoga 
Fence, Ronyak Paving and Chagrin Valley Paving to assist 
us.  We also will be receiving a grant to assist in the repav-
ing of Riverview Road from Snowville south to the county 
line.

The Tanager Trail Pavement Reduction Project has com-
menced and is expected to be complete in the beginning 
of May.  In addition, the Committee has passed the City 
Engineer’s recommendation to contract with CTL Engi-
neering for less than $5,000.00 to perform geotechnical 
engineering for a long-term solution.  They will provide 
estimated costing and phasing and multiple options for the 
City to budget in our 5 year plan.

The Committee will continue discussions on sidewalks 
and bike trails.  The City will contact the management at 
Carriage Hill/Woods condominiums regarding installing a 
section of sidewalk from their drive to Fitzwater that was 
requested by one of their residents.

As street work commences, please be considerate of our 
work crews and always put safety first.

Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks

Discussions and meetings are ongoing in 
regard to the planned Rt. 82 Sewer Con-
version Project. The entirety of the scope 
of the project is scheduled to be brought 
forward by our City Engineer at an April 

City Council meeting. At that point we will begin to lay 
out the timetable for assessments and public meetings.
No further information has been submitted by either the 
property owner or the builder for the Storm Sewer Exten-
sion Project located at 4900 Edgerton Road. This issue 
remains tabled.
The Conifer Acres Storm Water Management Outfall 
Sewer & Slope Slippage Repair Project is underway. 
Eclipse Co. LLC was awarded the project and residents 
were notified of the work beginning on March 5th. 
Eclipse estimates that all work will be completed by June 
2nd.

Utilities

continued on page 6
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City Offices Closed
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the  

Human Services Center will be closed on Monday, May 31 for 

Memorial Day.

The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5. 

Whenever there is a City holiday rubbish and recycling  

collection will be the next business day.

Brecksville Service Department Summer Employment
City of Brecksville Service Department is hiring Summer 
Help for the following positions:
• Seasonal/General Workers
• Horticulture Planting and Maintenance 
Must be 16 or older, High School or College Students. 
Work from April through September.
Applications available at City Hall. Apply by May 30.

Council Corner
With spring comes the start of many construction proj-
ects throughout Brecksville. Please be diligent in keeping 
an eye out for members of our service department and 
contractors when driving near work zones. Remember to 
maintain a safe following distance, maintain the work zone 
speed limit and watch for construction vehicles entering 
and exiting the roadway. Be Alert & Expect The Unexpect-
ed!
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much”  
- Helen Keller
Daryl Kingston, Chairperson

Utilities continued from page 5

HELP WANTED!!!

Shred Your Documents Day in Brecksville
The first of two annual Shred Your Documents Days 

returns on Saturday, May 15 from 9 to noon at the Munic-
ipal Parking Lot on Brecksville Road near the fire station. 
The shredding trucks will be there to securely shred all 
those confidential documents that should not go in the 
trash. Plus, it’s a great way to recycle paper. 
Brecksville businesses are welcome to use the service as 

well.
And once again the City is asking everyone who attends 

to bring a voluntary contribution of canned goods for 
“Brecksville Pantry,” which supplies food monthly to peo-
ple who are having trouble making ends meet. The Pantry 
is always in need of canned tuna, soups, pasta and sauce, 

canned vegetables, juices and canned fruit and YES, paper 
products! We even accept gift cards to Heinen’s and Marc’s to 
buy fresh meat and frozen orange juice. Please check the ex-
piration date on your donated food. We will not distribute 
outdated food. Unfortunately it will go in the rubbish.

Shredding Guidelines:
What to include:

(Staples, rubber bands, folders, paper clips…etc.  
do not need to be removed before shredding occurs)

Anything with names, addresses, social security num-
bers, account numbers and phone numbers such as:

• Bank statements
• Old lease information
• Old medical information
• Prescription information
• Old mortgage information
• Canceled checks
• Old bills
• Old financial statements
• Credit card statements
• Customer information

Do NOT include:
• Newspapers, phone books
• Magazines
• Binders
• Books
• Pendaflex folders
• Food & candy wrappers
• Waxed paper
• Napkins
• Styrofoam containers
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Sooner or later you’ll receive a notice from The Illuminating 
Company that someone will come to your house to replace 
your electric meter with a “Smart Meter.” Essentially you have 
no choice in the matter unless you want to pay a hefty monthly 
fee of $28.29 to refuse it. About a month before your meter is 
exchanged you’ll receive a brochure from the Illuminating Com-
pany explaining what a smart meter is and how the program 
works.
Meanwhile, gas and electricity rates have been relatively steady. 

If you have NOPEC for natural gas (as you should) and/or elec-
tricity you should call them at 1-855-667-3201 and tell them 
you want to be sure that you have the variable rate for gas and 

Natural Gas and Electricity Update
the variable rate for electricity. If you haven’t done that you 
might be paying too much. The gas rate on your April bill 
should be no higher than $3.00 per mcf. Anything higher and 
you’re paying too much. If you see a rate of $3.67 that’s NO-
PEC’s Standard Program rate which is always too high. Call 
NOPEC and get it changed to the variable rate. The NOPEC 
rate on your May bill will probably be $2.73.

If your NOPEC electricity rate is more than .0458 cents per 
kilowatt hour (kWh) you’re paying too much. If your rate is 
more than that call NOPEC and tell them you want the vari-
able rate. If you would like a “green” rate (renewable energy) 
for electricity NOPEC has a rate of .0539 cents per kilowatt 
hour.q

Mandatory 10-Digit Local Dialing
Unfortunately the way we make a phone call within our 440 

area code will be a thing of the past in October. If you’re like 
many people and relegate to the trash notices that come with 
your utility bills you may not have noticed this in the phone bill.
Next year there will be a new three-digit number to dial to 

reach the National Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Crisis 
Lifeline. It will be 988 and it starts on July 16, 2022.

HOWEVER, in order for it to work 10-digit LOCAL dialing 
must be implemented. Starting April 24 you may begin dialing 
the area code and local number but beginning October 24 you 
must dial 10 digits (our area code, 440, and the phone number.) 
You will not have to dial 1 before 440 but you will continue to 
dial 1+ outside area codes.

Enjoying the Birds              

Brecksville has many wonderful things to offer its 
residents. We also have quite a variety of wildlife. Many 
people do not realize it but Brecksville is a 
bird sanctuary. There are many varieties of 
birds to enjoy. In my back yard alone we 
have seen 20 different kinds of birds.
Black capped chickadees
White Breasted Nuthatch
Tufted Titmouse
Dark Eyed Junco
Song Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
House Sparrow
Morning Dove
Carolina Wren
American Goldfinch

Downy 
Woodpecker
Red-Bellied Woodpecker
Brown Headed Cowbird
Common Grackle
Northern Cardinal
Blue Jay
American Robin
American Crow
Hawks

My niece in upstate New York has had chick-
adees, titmouse and Woodpeckers eat out of 
her hand. This requires great patience and 

Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

stillness on the part of the holder. The Brecksville Na-
ture Center in the Metroparks has Chickadee feedings 
where the birds eat out of your hand.
There are virtual bird tours that you can sign up for on 
the internet. There is usually a fee for the tour but well 
worth it. 
There can be a down side to feeding the birds. Basically 
bird seed attracts most wildlife and even some domes-
tic animals. My black Labrador retriever loves it! Also 
deer, raccoons, coyotes, skunks, and chipmunks also 
eat birdseed. 
There are ways to combat the problem of extra wild-
life. Taking the bird feeder in at night, getting squirrel 
proof feeders, have a tarp under the bird feeder so that 
the bird seed that falls can be picked up before dark.
These are little tips that help to not attract the “extra” 

wildlife.  q



City Calendar
May

  4 City Council Meeting 8 pm  
  6 Planning Commission  7 pm 
  9 Happy Mother’s Day!!🌷
10 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
11 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm 
15 Shred Your Documents Day, 9am-Noon 

Muni Lot, Bring canned food for Pantry.
18 City Council Meeting 8 pm  
19 Telecommunications 7 pm  
20 Planning Commission  7 pm 
24 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm 
31 Memorial Day!!! Community Center 10am-5pm 

June
 1 City Council Meeting 8 pm  
 3 Planning Commission  7 pm
 6 D-Day
 7 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm 
 8 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm 
14	Flag	Day,	Please	fly	your	flag!
15 City Council Meeting 8 pm
16 Telecommunications 7 pm 
20 Father’s Day, ⛳ First Day of Summer 🌞
24 Planning Commission  7 pm
28 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

8

News5 on Channel 5 put Brecksville’s Fire Department in 
the spotlight when they reported that a new program has been 
established between MetroHealth and the Brecksville FD.
It’s a nationwide pilot program that puts doctors in ambu-

lances virtually. It’s designed to offer more focused care for 
patients who call 911. 
Brecksville’s Fire Chief, Nick Zamiska, said, “This cutting 

edge system will change the way emergency medical response 
is delivered by our EMS crews, yielding a higher standard of 
care for those we serve and protect.”
Typically when EMS responds to a 911 call it’s a trip to the 

emergency room. With the new system the first responders on 
the scene will complete an assessment of the patient to deter-
mine the immediate needs and what level of service is needed. 
If it is determined the patient doesn’t have a life-threatening 
issue, he or she can be treated with a virtual visit. The para-
medics will initiate a video visit with a MetroHealth emergen-
cy physician right there in the ambulance.
And speaking of the ambulance…pictured to the right is 

Brecksville’s brand new ambulance inside and out and the 
new Off-Road Utility Vehicle. Both are in-service and helping 
residents today!

Fire Department Upgrades

Safety & Service
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Empty Bowls Grab ‘n Go 
Tuesday, May 4

Brecksville Human Services
2  C o m m u n i t y  D r i v e ,  B r e C k s v i l l e ,  o h i o  4 4 1 4 1

Pickup times are based on ticket colors: Blue – 5-6 pm, Yellow –  6-7 pm & Orange – 7-8 pm

All About the Tickets and What Your $15 Donation includes:
One each of Roasted Tomato Basil & Parmesan, Chicken Pot Pie 

and Creamy Roasted Mushroom Soup,
Ciabatta Bread, a Specialty Cookie and a Keepsake Bowl
Information and Tickets:
Bill Rittman - 440-526-5618 or abrittman@sbcglobal .net
Kevin Krcmar - 440-590-2380 or klkrcmar@gmail .com
Purchase Tickets at:
Star Sports
7032 Mill Rd .,  Brecksville
Broadview Chiropractic & Health 

1100 W . Royalton Rd ., Broadview Heights
All proceeds will be donated to the Brecksville Food Pantry and 

the South Hills Lend-A-Hand Food Bank in Broadview Heights .

What is Empty Bowls?
An international project to fight hunger, personalized 

by artist and art organizations on a community level . 
The project was created by the Image/RENDER Group, 
a 501 (c)3 organization . Empty Bowls allows local 
artist, art groups and craftsmen to create and donate 
bowls . Guests chose a bowl and enjoy a simple meal for 
a minimum cash donation . The guests keep the bowls 
as a reminder of all the empty bowls in the world . All 
proceeds from the event go to a local food bank .

This year, because of Covid, guests will not be able to 
choose their own soups or bowl, a handcrafted bowl 
will be provided with the prepackaged meal .

B r e C k s v i l l e  k i w a n i s  a n D  B r o a D v i e w  h e i g h t s  l i o n s

Around  Town

In partnership with the Community Awareness and Pre-
vention Association (CAPA) and our local municipalities, the 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District is encour-
aging residents to turn in their unused or expired medication 
on Saturday, April 24 from 10am – 2pm at the Brecksville 
Horticultural Building located at 6916 Stadium Drive. 
Named Operation Medicine Cabinet, this effort brings to-
gether the Drug Enforcement Bureau, Brecksville and Broad-
view Heights Police Departments and the Brecksville and 

Broadview Heights CERT Team to help raise awareness 
and protect our children, our water and food supplies, 
and decrease prescription drug abuse by making it easier 
to properly dispose of unused or expired medication. 
This is a completely confidential program. No personal 
information will be collected. Those participating should 
remember to please remove all prescription labels before 
arriving.

National Drug Take Back
Saturday, April 24 from 10am – 2pm.

9
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Scam Corner
Think Twice Before Displaying Your Vac-

cine Card on Social Media
Some of you are celebrating your second 
COVID-19 vaccination with the giddy enthu-
siasm that’s usually reserved for weddings, new 
babies, and other life events, meaning posting 

a photo of your vaccination card on social 
media. Please — don’t do that! You 

could be inviting identity theft. 
Your vaccination card has infor-
mation on it including your full 
name, date of birth, where you 
got your vaccine, and the dates 
you got it. When you post it on 
Facebook, Instagram, or to some 
Sticker with an orange back-
ground, you may be handing 
valuable information over to 
someone who could use it for 

identity theft.

Think of it this way — identity theft works like a puzzle 
made up of pieces of personal information. You don’t want to 
give identity thieves the pieces they need to finish the picture. 
One of those pieces is your date of birth. For example, just by 
knowing your date and place of birth, scammers sometimes 
can guess most of the digits of your Social Security number. 
Once identity thieves have the pieces they need, they can use 
the information to open new accounts in your name, claim 
your tax refund for themselves, and engage in other identity 
theft.
Want to share the news about your vaccination? How about a 
photo of a nifty adhesive bandage on the injection site? (You 
can show off your tattoos and deltoids at the same time.) Or, 
post a photo of your white or orange vaccine sticker. The 
stickers are really cool.
As for your social media networks, be sure that you’re not 
oversharing information that can serve as a key to your PIN 
number or answer a security question. And, while you’re 
checking, check your privacy settings too. If you want to 
limit access to a small group of family and friends, make sure 
the settings are configured to avoid sharing information with 
strangers.  q

Covid Vaccine Information
Amended Health Order

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine recently announced that 
Ohio Department of Health Director Stephanie Mc-
Cloud signed the Amended Order for Social Distancing, 
Facial Coverings and Non-Congregating to clarify that:

• Six feet of separation between tables at restaurants, drink-
ing establishments and banquet facilities must be main-
tained unless there is a physical barrier between them.

• Other than the facial covering requirements, the social 
distancing, congregating, and capacity requirements of 
the order do not apply to religious observances and First 
Amendment activity, including activity by the media, as 
has been the case since the beginning of the pandemic.

• Please check with your school district on amended health 
orders as it pertains to your child(ren).
The new health order lifts capacity rules for outdoor 
gatherings, including county fairs, festivals, parades and 
sporting events so long as proper coronavirus health 
precautions are followed. Instead of banning most events 
of more than 10 people, the revised rules generally allow 
them so long as attendees wear masks and stay in groups 

of up to 10 people that remain at least six feet away from 
other groups, among other safety steps.
Please be advised that the protocols at all of the City build-
ings remain in place. Please wear a mask upon entering City 
buildings.

COVID-19 Vaccine Information

If you have not done so already and still wish to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine, you may do so by registering with the 
state’s centralized Vaccine Management System (VMS), 
which serves as a single location to confirm vaccination eli-
gibility, identify nearby providers and schedule vaccination 
appointments go to: www.gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov.
All of Ohio’s approximately 3,000 vaccine providers are 
expected to use the VMS, or have a system that interfaces 
with the VMS, to schedule appointments. Alternatively, 
use the state’s online vaccine locator tool, searchable by 
zip code or county, to find a provider and then schedule a 
vaccination appointment. The tool lists providers’ addresses, 
contact numbers and websites but does not include whether 
a provider has vaccines available. Visit providers’ websites or 
contact them to check availability.

(continued on page 11)
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FAQs

What should I bring to my  
vaccination appointment?

Some vaccination sites ask for proof of identity or eligibili-
ty. Officials recommend that you bring a driver’s license or 
another state-issued ID that shows your name, age and state 
residency, and your health insurance card, if you have one. 
You will not be charged, but the vaccine provider may bill 
your insurer a fee for administering the vaccination.

How will residents of nursing homes and other long-
term care facilities get vaccinated?

Most residents and staff of long-term care facilities in 
Ohio are being vaccinated through a federal program that 
contracted with CVS, Walgreens, Absolute Pharmacy and 
Pharmscript to administer COVID-19 vaccines via free on-
site clinics. Apart from a very small number of outstanding 
clinics, the program is complete. 
To ensure long-term care facilities still have access to 
COVID-19 vaccines — for new residents or staff, or for 
residents and staff who were initially hesitant to receive the 
shots — the federal government is continuing to allocate 
vaccines to pharmacies partnered with long-term care facil-
ities. 

Which vaccines require a second shot? 
The COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna require 
two doses. If you get one of these, you’ll need a follow-up 
dose to be effectively immunized. The recommended sec-
ond-shot date is three weeks after a first dose of the Pfizer 
vaccine and four weeks for Moderna’s, but the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) says an interval of 
up to six weeks is acceptable. *Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine 
requires just one shot. 
Providers in Ohio will aim to schedule your second dose at 
your appointment for your first dose, or potentially even 
earlier. The state may send you a postcard or text message 
reminding you to get your second dose based on data that 
vaccine providers are required to report.
Pfizer’s vaccine is authorized for people 16 and older, while 
the *Johnson & Johnson and Moderna vaccines are autho-
rized for those 18 and older.
It’s not yet known how long immunity from a coronavirus 
vaccination lasts and whether it needs to be administered 
on a regular basis like a flu shot.

Do I have to pay for the vaccination?  

You should not have any out-of-pocket cost for getting the 
vaccination. The federal government is covering the cost 
of the vaccine itself. Providers can recoup a fee for admin-
istering the shot, but not from consumers. They would be 

reimbursed by the patient’s insurance company or the 
government (in the case of Medicare and Medicaid bene-
ficiaries and the uninsured, for example).

What should I do with my vaccine card? 
You should get a small white card at your vaccination 
appointment with your name, birth date, name of the 
vaccine you received and the date it was administered. 
If you receive the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine, bring your 
card when you get your second shot.  
You may need your vaccine card for certain kinds of travel 
or other activities, so keep it in a safe place. You can take 
a photo of it with your smartphone for your own records. 
Experts say that posting a photo of your card to social 
media could make you vulnerable to identity theft. If you 
lose your card or did not receive one, contact your vaccine 
provider or your local health department to get a copy. 

Should I still wear a mask after getting vaccinated?   
Yes. Experts are still learning about how vaccines affect 
the spread of COVID-19, so the CDC still recommends 
taking precautions while in public — including wearing 
masks, social distancing, and avoiding crowds and poorly 
ventilated spaces. Scientists are also studying the effective-
ness of the vaccines against new, more contagious strains 
of the coronavirus. 
It takes two weeks to build immunity after the single-dose 
shot and the second dose of the two-dose shots. After 
that, fully vaccinated individuals can gather indoors with 
other fully vaccinated people without wearing a mask or 
staying 6 feet apart, the CDC says. They can also gather 
indoors with unvaccinated people from one other house-
hold without masks, unless any of them are at a high risk 
for severe COVID-19.

Helpful resources
The COVID-19 Vaccine Information for Older Adults 
page is a helpful resource on vaccine access and facts by 
Ohio’s Department of Aging.
Local health departments can provide information on 
where to get vaccinated in your area. The state is encour-
aging Ohioans to sign up to receive vaccine updates from 
local health departments, if available.
Free transportation services to the Wolstein Center mass 
vaccination clinic are available. If you need transportation 
to or from a vaccination appointment, call 2-1-1.
Please call the Brecksville Department of Human Services 
at 440-526-2499 if you are still having trouble register-
ing. We are more than happy to help!

* Johnson & Johnson single shots have been temporary  
suspended.
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Human Services
Grab & Go lunches 

are every Thursday 
starting at 11:30. 

People simply drive 
into the Human 
Services parking lot, 
stop by the entrance, 

and the staff hands them the lunches right through the car 
window. Lunches are $5 per lunch.

Due to the overwhelming popularity of the Grab & Go 
Lunches, reservations are necessary:

Please call the Human Services Office 526-2499 on 
Thursday morning to make your reservation for the fol-
lowing week.  To be fair to everyone, reservations for “first-
call-first serve” is the only way we can fill the continually 
“SOLD OUT” lunches.

This is for Brecksville Residents 60 years + only.
Thursday Pick Up: Last Names:  A-L 11:30 and M-Z 12 noon

Menus for Grab and Go Drive Thru!  
May

  6 Breaskfast For Dinner- Mixed Berrry Cream Cheese 
Brioche Bread Pudding w/ Berry Sauce, Sausage Patty, 
Ham Slice, and Hashbrown.

13 Italian Sausage Farfalle, Side Salad w/ Italian Dressing, 
Garlic Bread, and Berry Marscapone Cake. 

20 French Onion Chicken, Herbed Potato Stack, Green 
Beans w/ Almonds & Parmesan, and Strawberry Lem-
onade Cupcake.

27 Honey Balsamic Pork Chop, Roasted Carrots, Rose-
mary Polenta Square, and Somoa Cake. 

 June
  3 Chicken Bacon Ranch Garlic & Herb Wrap, Creamy 

Cucumber Salad, and Coconut Macaroon.
10 Turkey Provolone Bacon Wheat Wrap, Beet Salad with-

Goat Cheese, and Coconut Cream Pie Cupcake.
17 AlbacoreTuna Salad Spinach Wrap, Corn & Cucumber 

Salad, and German Chocolate Cupcake. 
24 Club Turkey & Ham Ranch Honey Wheat Wrap,  

Rotini Pasta Salad, Oreo Cheesecake Parfait.

Brecksville Pantry
The Human Services Center distributes food once each 

month to families of all ages who are in need. If you or 
someone you know needs assistance please contact the Hu-
man Services Center at 526-2499. And thanks to everyone 
who has donated food and money to help our neighbors!

Human Services Opening
Like a breath of fresh spring air the Human Services Center 
is reopening on May 3 but on a limited basis. Hours will be 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Director 
Steve Paciorek said, “It will be good to see everyone again.”
Please don’t expect the Center to resemble what it was like 
before COVID engulphed us last year. We’ll be tip toeing 
back into the water so to speak.
It will be necessary to respect everyone’s safety by continuing 
to follow strict COVID protocols.  That will include wearing 
a mask at all times except when in the pool and exercising, 
keeping 6 feet apart, staying home if you don’t feel well and 
visiting the temperature check and hand sanitizer machines 
upon arriving. Steve says the building will be sanitized 
throughout the day. 
Hard to believe but the Center is observing its 15 anniversary 
on May 14.
Fitness and balance classes will not be available yet but we 
hope to have them soon. There will be a regimen of 25% 
room capacity resulting in registering in advance for an 
activity and perhaps the occasional necessity of a wait list.
Sorry, but it’s still too early for indoor food service but the 
immensely popular Grab & Go lunches continue. 
Please call 440-526-2499 for more information.
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Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human 

Services Center is “Reassurance Calls .”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call 

from a staff member or volunteer from Human 
Services . If you don’t respond by the end of the 

day we will notify a friend or relative that you 
designate to check on you .

Call 526-2499 to sign up . This is suggested for 
older folks who live alone .

Cheers for our Drivers!
Ray Turk  and  Marcia Davis are two of our loyal drivers 

who take seniors to appointments even during COVID! 
And a huge thanks to Pat & Judy O’Donnell and  

Lynn Wolfram who drive for Meals on Wheels also during 
COVID! Please volunteer by calling 526-2499.

Need Help?
The Human Services Center has programs to make life 

better for residents.
For example, if you live at home alone who’s going to no-

tice if some evil circumstance befalls you? Like, “I’ve fallen 
and I can’t get up!” Every day, including weekends and hol-
idays our volunteers and staff place Reassurance Calls to be 
sure you’re OK. If you don’t answer or respond to our call 
by the end of the day we’ll call the number of a neighbor, 
friend or relative and have them check on you.

Or, how about, “I’ve got to go to the doctor and I have 
no one to take me.” That’s simple. Human Services has a 
transportation system for seniors. We’ll take you to a doc-
tor’s office anywhere in Cuyahoga County, Monday through 
Friday between 9 and 3.

And then there’s food. Can’t live without it! If your pantry 
shelves are more bare than Old Mother Hubbard’s Cup-
board give Human Services a Call. We have plenty of food. 
You’ll get several bags full every month and sooner if neces-
sary. There is no reason why anyone in Brecksville should go 
hungry.

These are just a handful of the services at the Department 
of Human Services. Give us a call  at 526-2499 and our 
friendly staff will fill you in. 
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Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 

and over, Monday through Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will 
take you to a medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga 
County. An application on file is necessary. Call the Human 
Services Center for more information at 526-2499. And 
thanks to our volunteer drivers who have also put caution 
aside to get seniors to medical appointments. 

Meals on Wheels Delivers
Everyone’s heard of Meals on Wheels. Yep, they’re the 

people who take food to shut ins. But here’s “The Rest of the 
Story.”

Let’s say Mrs. Smith is 82 and uses a wheel chair. Cooking 
nutritious food for herself is a burden, not to mention shop-
ping for the food in the first place. Her children live out of 
town. What does she do?

Enter Meals on Wheels, a purely volunteer, non-profit or-
ganization with some of the most dedicated people you’ll ever 
want to meet. The Brecksville and Broadview Heights Meals 
on Wheels chapter has almost 60 volunteers and 30 substi-
tutes who  use their own vehicles and provide their own gas 
in any kinds of weather to make sure that shut ins will have 
two nutritious meals Monday through Friday.

And it’s not just about delivering food. The volunteers also 
provide a smile and a safety check. Since the volunteers hand 
the food directly to the recipient they know that the person is 
OK. And if they’re not, help is notified.

What does it cost? A mere $30 a week for 10 meals!
Now at about this time you might be saying, “Ya know, I 

would like to serve others in my community.” So just pick up 
the phone and call 440-526-2499 to get the ball rolling. Food 
gives you a nice warm feeling inside and so does volunteering. 
Or if you’d like to take advantage of Meals on Wheels for 
yourself or help an older friend or relative just call the same 
number above.
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Recreation
Fitness   Schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength 

Rhonda
Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - 

Rhonda
Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - 

Rhonda
8:00 am FREE Core Class 

Rhonda
Strength and Pilates 

- Jane
FREE Core Class - 

Rhonda
8:30 am Spinning®-Jane Spinning®-Jane
9:00 am Yoga - Denise
9:15 am
9:30 am Yoga Basics - Dana  Yoga - Linda 

10:15 
am

Spinning® -  
Belinda

Spinning® 
-Rhonda

4:30 pm Spinning – Rhonda
4:45 pm Circuit - Lori Circuit - Lori
5:45 pm
6:00 pm All Levels Yoga 

Linda

6:15 pm
7:00 pm

Ages 4-18
We are excited to announce we have partnered with 
CENTER COURT TENNIS CLUB to offer youth tennis 
lessons through the Brecksville Recreation Department 
this summer .  Classes will be held at the outdoor courts 

located by City Hall .

Tot Tennis - Focus will be on hand and eye coordination drills, fundamen-
tals of the volleys, and ground strokes .
Games based on aiming competitions and distance control .  As skills 
improve, live ball drills will be introduced with the goal in mind to lead to 
real points and game situations .

Beginner - Focus on teaching proper fundamentals, volleys, groundstroke, 
serve, etc .  Hand and eye coordination drills in combination with aiming 
and control drills .  Progressions which will advance from learning how to hit 
the ball, to consistently hitting it over the net, to placement on the court .  
As the skills improve, we will be challenging players with live ball drills and 
games .  If we have repeats as a second and third week, aside from improv-
ing the fundamentals, we also are focusing in learning how to construct a 
point and play real tennis (with serve) .

Center Court Tennis Club      YOUTH Tennis Camp
Intermediate - As the kids graduate from beginner tennis or already have 
some experience, we will focus on developing a solid foundation (trying to 
avoid bad habits) .  At this stage the player should have a basic understand-
ing of the game which will allow us to work on more challenging tasks like:
Hitting the ball to different targets .
Trying to hit a target on a moving position .
Live ball drills with a more complicated setting (changing direction, multiple 
positions, etc .)
Be able to address different strategies and set ups .
More competitions with real tennis in mind, and advice how to practice in 
order to keep improving .
If the situation permits do a little tournament (just for fun) in the last day to 
experience competition in a different way .

**Registered participants will receive a 10% NEW player discount at 
CENTER COURT for Fall or Winter lessons .**
 Age Group Time Days
 Tot Tennis  10:30am-11am M,T,W,Th
 7-9 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th
 10-12 year olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th
 13-18 olds 1pm-2pm M,T,W,Th
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength 

Rhonda
Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - 

Rhonda
Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - 

Rhonda
8:00 am FREE Core Class 

Rhonda
Strength and Pilates 

- Jane
FREE Core Class - 

Rhonda
8:30 am Spinning®-Jane Spinning®-Jane
9:00 am Yoga - Denise
9:15 am
9:30 am Yoga Basics - Dana  Yoga - Linda 

10:15 
am

Spinning® -  
Belinda

Spinning® 
-Rhonda

4:30 pm Spinning – Rhonda
4:45 pm Circuit - Lori Circuit - Lori
5:45 pm
6:00 pm All Levels Yoga 

Linda

6:15 pm
7:00 pm

*Senior Classes are on hold  
until further Notice

Class Schedule effective May 5

Look for changes in the fitness  
schedule during the summer as more 

classes start to open up. Go to
www.brecksville.oh.us

Bring your own water bottle, mat, strap/block  
for yoga. Classes are social distant and we  

follow strict cleaning procedures.

Center Court Tennis Club      YOUTH Tennis Camp
Beginner Session I   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  June 7-10
Beginner Session II  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 14-17
Beginner/Intermediate Session III  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 21-24
Beginner/Intermediate Session IV  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June 28-July 1
Beginner/Intermediate Session V   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 12-15
Beginner/Intermediate Session VI  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 13-16
Beginner/Intermediate Session VII   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 19-22
Beginner/Intermediate Session VIII  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Aug . 2-5
Registration Begins March 1 & Ends one week prior to session start date
Cost

Tot Tennis: $40 BCC Members, $50 Residents, $60 Non-Residents
Beginner & Intermediate  $50 BCC members, $60 Residents, $70 Non-Res-
idents

Location Tennis Courts behind Brecksville City Hall . 
Instruction Certified Center Court Tennis Club Instructor
Contact For more information, please contact Jim Kolesar at Brecksville 
Community Center 440-546-2008 .

Special Comments or notes (if applicable):
Program Policies
Participants must provide their own racquet .  Junior rackets are 
recommended for 6-7 year olds . 
Class sizes will be limited to 10 players to provide optimum instruction per 
participant .
If weather is inclement, call 546-2300, ½ hour before class to determine 
whether class will be held . 
Rainouts will be scheduled for Fridays .
No refunds are available .  Credits only are given .  
A $5 .00 cancellation fee may be charged if withdrawn within one week of 
class .
All athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID-19 . 

Covid Regulation Updates at  
the Community Center

• Showers in the locker rooms are open for use . Please maintain social 
distancing when using the shower facilities .   

• All drinking fountains and water bottle filling stations are now operating 
and ready to use .

• Kids Quarters restrooms and facilities are now open .
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Recreation
Adult Bocce League 

Ages: 18 and over

Day Date Time

M-Th June 7 - August 26 6:00-8:00pm

Registration:  In progress, ends 5/21 .

Cost: $75 .00 registration fee per team .

Description: Welcome to the Brecksville Recreation Adult Bocce League .  
This is a coed league, teams can be female/female, female/male or male/male .  
The league will run over 9 weeks, including a single elimination tournament to 
conclude .  You may register your team, at least two people, along with a maxi-
mum of two substitutes, at the front desk of the Brecksville Community Center .  
There will be a mandatory managers meeting at the Brecksville Community 
Center,  you must be registered to attend .

Session II      Tuesday, May 4- Saturday, June 6
Tuesdays

5:30-6:00 Tiny Tigers
6:05-6:35 Karate For Kids  

(all color belt kid students)
6:40-7:10 Black Belts (all ranks)
7:15-7:45 Adult TKD

Wednesday

6:00-6:30 Karate For Kids  
(Blue through Red/Black belts)

6:35-7:05 Black Belts (1st Degree)
7:10-7:40 Adult TKD

Thursday

6:00-6:30 Tiny Tigers
6:35-7:05 Karate For Kids  

(White through Purple Belts)
7:10-7:40 Black Belts (2nd & 3rd 

Degree)

Saturday

10:10-10:40 Karate For Kids (all ranks)
10:45-11:30 Black Belts (all ranks)
11:35-12:20 Adult TKD

Cost: 

Tiny Tigers 
Resident Members - $20,  
Residents - $25, Non-Residents 
- $35

Karate for Kids 
Resident Members - $50,  
Residents - $60, Non-Residents 
- $70

Adult TKD 
Resident Members - $80, Resi-
dents - $90, Non-Residents - $100

Black Belts 
Resident Members - $80, Resi-
dents - $90, Non-Residents - $100

Contact the Community Center at 
546-2300 for more information .

Adults over Age 18
We are excited to announce we have partnered with CENTER 
COURT TENNIS CLUB to offer adult tennis lessons through the 
Brecksville Recreation Department this summer .  Classes will 
be held at the outdoor courts located by City Hall .

Wednesdays from 6-7:30 pm

Beginner Session I   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  June 2-23
Beginner Session II  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 7-28
Beginner/Intermediate Session III  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . August 4-25
Registration  In progress & Ends one week prior to session start date
Cost

Beginner & Intermediate  $50 BCC members, $60 Residents, $70 Non-Resi-
dents

Location Tennis Courts behind Brecksville City Hall . 
Instruction Certified Center Court Tennis Club Instructor
Contact  For more information, please contact Jim Kolesar at Brecksville 
Community Center 440-546-2008 .
Program Policies
Participants must provide their own racquet .  
Class sizes will be limited to 10 players to provide optimum instruction per 
participant .
If weather is inclement, call 546-2300, ½ hour before class to determine 
whether class will be held . 
Rainouts will be scheduled for Fridays .
No refunds are available .  Credits only are given .  
A $5 .00 cancellation fee may be charged if withdrawn within one week of class .
All athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID-19 . 
Program Policies Participants must provide their own racquet
Class sizes will be limited to 10 players to provide optimum instruction per 
participant .

If weather is inclement, call 546-2300, ½ hour before class to determine 
whether class will be held . 

No refunds are available .  Credits only are given .  

A $5 .00 cancellation fee may be charged if withdrawn within one week of class .

All athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID-19 .  

Center Court Tennis Club  
ADULT Tennis Camp
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18 & Over

Sundays, June 6 - August 22  from 5:00-11:00pm

This is a recreational coed softball league; it will be played on Brecksville City 
Fields C and F on Sunday nights between the hours of 5:00pm and 11:00pm .  
It will be a 7 week league, with a tournament to conclude .  There will be two 
divisions this year, Division A will be the competitive division for teams with 
more experienced players, with an end of the season tournament .  Division B will 
be the less competitive division, for players looking for a social Sunday evening 
League, with a tournament to conclude the season .  If there are not enough 
teams registered in either division, the divisions will be combined .

For more information, please contact the Athletic Department at the Brecks-
ville Community Center 546-2300 .

Mandatory Manager Meeting: There is a manager meeting on Sunday, May 
23 at 5:00pm in the Brecksville Athletic Office, located on the Blossom Hill Prop-
erty .  Teams must be registered to attend .

Cost:

$350 .00 per team and $60 .00 Forfeit Fee due at the managers meeting .  
(Will be refunded at the end of the season)

$30 .00 Umpire/Scorekeeper Fee due before start of game 

Registration:  In progress- 5/23/21

Coed Softball

Rally Cap Tee Ball
Ages 4-6 (U6)

The Coed Tee Ball Program is designed to provide a positive and nurturing de-
velopmental environment for children and adults . Teach and develop basic fun-
damentals, rules, and strategies to players . Typically, two games are scheduled 
each week between 6:00-9:00pm, Monday through Friday, and occasionally 
on Saturdays .  Your coach may schedule a practice after Memorial Day to meet 
the children, time and weather permitting .  Games will begin after the school 
season has completed and the program will end by the end of July .  Participants 
are furnished with t-shirts, Cleveland Indians Caps and Wrist bands .  This is a 
Tee Ball program, there will be NO coach pitch .  The Tee Ball program will be 
held on the Tony Niccoli Turf Field at Blossom Hill .

Registration:  In progress - 5/9/21 

Cost:  Members $70 .00, Residents $80 .00 and Non-Residents $90 .00 

Registration: In progress - 5/8/20

Girls Softball Leagues
League Age (as of 8/1/21) Tentative Times

Girls 8U – Machine Pitch 6-8 year olds Varies M-Sa

Machine Pitch – Brecksville Only 

Girls 8U – Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds)

The machine pitch program is designed to continue the skill development, 
learning and positive play learned in the Co-ed Tee Ball program . Teams play a 
10 game season . Games are one hour and are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturday .  Participants will be 
furnished with t-shirts and caps .  Games will be played on Tony Niccoli Turf Field 
with either a coach or staff running a sling arm pitching machine .

$75 .00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$85 .00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents 
$95 .00 for non-residents

Registration: (8U - Machine Pitch) 3/1/21 Ends 5/9/21

Boys Baseball Leagues
It’s time once again for the boys of summer to pull out the leather glove and 

get ready for another season of baseball!  The baseball season begins after 
Memorial Day and can run until the first week of August .  Practices for most 
leagues start the beginning to the middle of May . Machine Pitch, will begin at 
the end of May .  Leagues and ages are listed below . 

League  Age (as of 8/1/21) Tentative Times

Boys 8U – Machine Pitch 6-8 year olds Varies M-Sa

Inter-City Play:  Some leagues play with other cities in the area .  
Boys 8U: Brecksville Only 

Boys 8U Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds) 

The Machine Pitch program is designed to continue the skill development, 
learning and positive play learned in the Co-ed Tee Ball program . Teams play a 
10 game season . Games are one hour and are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturdays .  Practice begins 
towards the end of May, and games will begin in June at the conclusion of the 
school year .  Participants will be furnished with t-shirts and caps .  Games will be 
played on Tony Niccoli Turf Field with either a coach or staff running a sling arm 
pitching machine .

$75 .00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$85 .00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents 
$95 .00 for non-residents

Registration: (8U - Machine Pitch) In progress, ends 5/9/21
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Recreation
Kids n Company

Fees: BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non Residents $65

Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins May 1 at 7am online, 8 am in person at 
the Community Center . Non-Residents begins May 8 at 7am online, 8am in person at the 
Community Center . All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins .

*All programming is subject to change .  Class location may vary based on weather .

Description: Levels 1 and 2 introduce you and your child to basic skills . As parents, 
you learn how to safely work with your child in the water, including how to appropriately 
support and hold your child in the water and how to prepare and encourage your child 
to participate fully and try the skills . In addition, you are introduced to several water 
safety topics . Your child receives an introduction to basic skills that lay a foundation for 
learning to swim .

NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the water at all 
times . No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the program . 
Swim diapers are available for purchase at the Community Center front desk if needed .  
This class is designed for children 6 months to 3 years of age . A responsible adult 
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all class 
sessions .

 Level 1  (Ages 6 months-2 years old) Activity Pool

Activity # Days Times  Dates
332161-61 Saturdays 12pm-12:30pm 6/12-7/31
332161-81 Wednesday/Friday  12:00pm-12:30pm  6/9-7/2
332161-82 Wednesday/Friday  12:00pm-12:30pm  7/7-7/30

 Level 2  (Ages 2 - 4  years old) Activity Pool

Activity # Days Times  Dates 
332162-61  Saturdays  12:30pm-1pm 6/12-7/31
332162-81  Wednesday/Friday  12:30pm-1:00pm  6/9-7/2
332162-82 Wednesday/Friday  12:30pm-1:00pm  7/7-7/30

Preschool
Fees : BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non Residents $65

Registration Dates: Brecksville Residents Begins May 1 at 7am online, 8am in per-
son at the Community Center, Non-Residents begins May 8 at 7am online, 8am in person 
at the Community Center

All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins .

*All programming is subject to change .  Class location may vary based on weather .

 Level 1  (Ages 3 .5-4 years old) Activity Pool

In Preschool Aquatics Level 1, your child is introduced to basic skills . These skills lay 
the foundation for developing water competency and the future skill development of 
swimming strokes . In addition, your child starts to develop positive attitudes and safe 

practices around the water . Certain milestones are necessary for successful completion 
of Preschool Aquatics Level 1, including: 

• Entering the water independently using ramp, steps or side and travel at least 5 yards . 
• Submerging mouth and blowing bubbles for at least 3 seconds . 
• Exiting the water safely . - Gliding on front for at least 2 body lengths with support . 
• Rolling to back and floating for 3 seconds with support . 
• Recovering to a vertical position with support .
Activity #  Days Times  Dates 
332163-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am  6/7-6/17
332163-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am  6/7-6/17
332163-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am  6/21-7/1
332163-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am  6/21-7/1
332163-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am 7/5-7/15
332163-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am  7/5-7/15
332163-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am 7/19-7/29
332163-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am 7/19-7/29
332163-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:40pm 6/8-6/29
332163-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:40pm 7/6-7/31

 Level 2  (Ages 3 .5-4 years old) Activity Pool
Preschool Aquatics Level 2 continues laying the foundation for developing water com-

petency and further skill development . Preschool Aquatics Level 2 marks the beginning of 
independent aquatic locomotion skills . Children continue to explore using simultaneous 
and alternating arm and leg actions on the front and back to gain greater proficiency 
in preparation for performing strokes . Some of the milestones achieved in Preschool 
Aquatics Level 2 include: 

• Gliding on front at least 2 body lengths . 
• Rolling to back, floating on back for 15 seconds, and then recovering to a vertical 

position . 
• Gliding on back for at least 2 body lengths . 
• Rolling to front, then recovering to a vertical position . 
• Swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 3 body lengths . 
• Rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to front then continuing to swim on 

front for 3 body lengths .
Activity #  Days Times  Dates 
332164-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am  6/7-6/17
332164-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am  6/7-6/17
332164-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am  6/21-7/1
332164-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am  6/21-7/1
332164-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am 7/5-7/15
332164-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am  7/5-7/15
332164-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:40am 7/19-7/29
332164-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:40am 7/19-7/29
332164-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:40pm 6/8-6/29
332164-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:40pm 7/6-7/31
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Learn to Swim  (Levels 1 - 6) 
Fees : BCC Member $50, B or BH Residents $60 and Non Residents $70

Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins May 1 at 7 am online, 8 am in person at 
the Community Center . Non-Residents begins May 8 at 7 am online, 8 am in person at 
the Community Center . All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins .

*All programming is subject to change .  Class location may vary based on weather .  
Instructors have the right to evaluate students and re-assign them to the appropriate 
class level as room permits .

 Level 1 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Shallow Area
During Learn-To-Swim Level 1, children are introduced to basic skills as the founda-

tion for future skills and the development of water competency . Skills taught include: 
• Entering the water independently using the ramp, steps or side . 
• Traveling at least 5 yards, bobbing 5 times and then safely exiting the water . 
• Opening eyes underwater and retrieving submerged object . 
• Gliding on front with assistance at least 2 body lengths . 
• Rolling to a back float for 5 seconds with assistance . 
• Recovering to a vertical position with assistance .
• Combined arm and leg actions on front and back with assistance . 
• Alternating and simultaneous arm and leg actions on front and back with assistance .
Activity #  Days Times Session Dates
332261-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session A  6/7-6/17
332261-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session A 6/7-6/17
332261-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session B 6/21-7/1
332261-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session B 6/21-7/1
332261-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session C 7/5-7/15
332261-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am  Session C 7/5-7/15
332261-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session D 7/19-7/29
332261-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session D 7/19-7/29
332261-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm  June Evenings 6/8-6/29
332261-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm July Evening 7/6-7/31

 Level 2  (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Shallow Area
Level 2—Fundamental Aquatic Skills builds on skills learned in Level 1 . Children begin 

to perform skills at a slightly more advanced level and begins gaining rudimentary 
propulsive skills on both the front and the back . This level marks the beginning of 
independent aquatic locomotion skills . Some of the milestones that are necessary for 
successful completion of Level 2 include: 
• Stepping from the side into chest-deep water . 
• Fully submerging and holding breath . 
• Pushing off the bottom, moving into a treading or floating position for at least 15 sec-

onds, swimming on front and/ or back for 5 body lengths and then exiting the water . 
• Moving into a back float for 15 seconds, rolling to front and then recovering to a 

vertical position . 
• Pushing off and swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 5 body 

lengths, rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to the front and then continue 
swimming for 5 body lengths .

Activity #  Days Times Session Dates 
332262-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session A 6/7-6/17
332262-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session A 6/7-6/17
332262-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session B 6/21-7/1
332262-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session B 6/21-7/1
332262-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session C 7/5-7/15
332262-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am  Session C 7/5-7/15
332262-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session D 7/19-7/29

332262-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session D 7/19-7/29
332262-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm  June Evenings 6/8-6/29
332262-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm July Evenings 7/6-7/31

 Level 3 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Deep Area
In Learn-To-Swim Level 3, children learn to swim the front crawl and elementary 

backstroke at rudimentary levels . They are introduced to the scissors and dolphin kicks, 
learn the survival float and increases the time duration for treading water . Children also 
learn the rules for headfirst entries and begin to learn to enter the water headfirst from a 
seated position at poolside .
Activity #  Days Times Session Dates 
332263-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session A  6/7-6/17
332263-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session A  6/7-6/17
332263-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session B  6/21-7/1
332263-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session B  6/21-7/1
332263-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332263-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332263-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332263-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332263-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm  June Evenings  6/8-6/29
332263-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm July Evenings  7/6-7/31

 Level 4 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Deep Area
In Learn-to-Swim Level 4, children build on previously learned skills, improving the 

swimming stroke proficiency and swimming for longer distances . In Level 4, students 
further develop strokes like Front Crawl, Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Elementary 
Backstroke, and Diving .
Activity #  Days Times Session Dates 
332264-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session A  6/7-6/17
332264-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session A  6/7-6/17
332264-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session B  6/21-7/1
332264-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session B  6/21-7/1 
332264-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332264-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332264-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332264-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332264-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm  June Evenings  6/8-6/29

332264-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm July Evenings  
7/6-7/31 

 Level 5  (Ages 5 and up) Natatorium –Diving Well
In Learn-to-Swim Level 5, our instructors follow a plan to refine all six swimming 

strokes including swimming for longer distances, introduce new water safety skills while 
building on ones previously learned and perform flip turns on the front and back . The 
expectations are higher now in regards to distance and quality .
Activity #  Days Times Session Dates
 332265-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session A  6/7-6/17
332265-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session A  6/7-6/17
332265-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session B  6/21-7/1
332265-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session B  6/21-7/1 
332265-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332265-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332265-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332265-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332265-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm  June Evenings  6/8-6/29
332265-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm July Evenings  7/6-7/31
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Recreation
Belugas Swim Team 

(June 7 through June 29)
Fee: $100 .00 for BCC Members and $120 for Brecksville 

Residents (Non-Members)
Brecksville Beluga Swim is a summer recreational age 

group swim team . The Brecksville Community Center is a 
member of the Cuyahoga Valley Swim League (CVSL) . Other 

teams in this league include the cities of Independence, Parma, Parma Heights, Seven 
Hills, Bedford, Forest Hills, Brooklyn, Cuyahoga Hts and CSI . The team focuses on intro-
ducing children to competitive swimming . The level of competition is comparatively low 
versus other year round programs such as the USA age group program .

Prerequisites: The Beluga’s Swim Team requires participants to swim in the lap lanes 
with approximately 8 other children . Participants should be able to comfortably swim 
lengths of the pool using Front Crawl, Backstroke, and for the higher levels Breaststroke 
and Butterfly . Participants should be a minimum of 6 years of age and/or have completed 
or have been enrolled for a few sessions in Level IV of the Learn to Swim Program .

Practices: Monday-Friday, between 8am and 10am . Optional days and evening 
practices may also be available .  Practice days will be assigned depending on team size 
and pool availability .

Girls
332453-08 Ages 8 & Under
332453-10 9/10
332453-12 11/12
332453-14 13/14
332453-15 15 and up

Boys 
332453-08 Ages 8 & Under
332453-10 9/10
332453-12 11/12
332453-14 13/14
332453-15 15 and up

Learn to Swim  (continued) 
 Level  6 – (Ages 5 and up) Natatorium Lap Lanes

As in all the other levels, in Learn-to- Swim Level 6, our instructors follow a plan to 
refine swimming, physical fitness in the water and water safety skills that were taught 
throughout the levels . The expectations are quite high in regards to distance and quality . 
Additionally, in Fitness Swimmer, you learn principles of training and how to evaluate 
your own level of fitness .
Activity #  Days Times Session Dates 
332266-A1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session A  6/7-6/17
332266-A2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session A  6/7-6/17
3322661-B1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session B  6/21-7/1
332266-B2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session B  6/21-7/1
332266-C1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332266-C2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am  Session C  7/5-7/15
332266-D1 Monday-Thursday  10am-10:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332266-D2 Monday-Thursday  11am-11:50am Session D  7/19-7/29
332266-81 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm  June Evenings  6/8-6/29
332266-82 Tuesday/Thursday  5pm-5:50pm July Evenings  7/6-7/31

When the Community Center opened in 1992 the headline was, “At Last!”
Well, another “At Last!” has finally arrived, the grand opening of the brand 

new indoor and outdoor aquatics center, attached to the Community Center’s 
existing Jack A . Hruby natatorium .

To celebrate this joyous occasion Mayor Hruby has declared it’s “Contest 
Time!!!” The drawing is to see who gets bragging rights as the first to experi-
ence each of the amenities of the pools .
• How would you like to be one of the first ten families to use the outdoor 

family slide?!
• Or perhaps you’d like your son or daughter to be one of the first ten kids to 

try out the small slide!
• It’s fun indoors too, so how about being one of the first ten youngsters to get 

the thrill of being the first on each of the two indoor slides?
• But wait, there’s more!
• Dare to be one of the first five on the climbing wall!
• Or be one of the first ten kids to splash into the kiddie section!

It’s going to be a memorable day, and just maybe one of your kids will be in 
pictures of firsts that will be seen for years to come .

You must be a member of the Community Center to join this contest.
Get ready to make history! Register to win by entering at the front desk of 

the Community Center or filling out the form and dropping off at the  
           Community Center .

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________________________________

 Pick one choice, please

n YES, I would like to win  a first on the family slide  
         (must be 42” high and under 300 lbs .)

n YES, I would like to win a first on the small slide 

n YES, I would like to win a first on the two water slides 
         (must be 48” high and under 300 lbs .)

n YES, I would like to win a first on the climbing wall

n YES, I would like to win a first on the indoor kiddie section

Return this form to the Community Center front desk .
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25th Annual Beautification Awards 
It’s time to submit your nomination for a 2021 Brecksville Beautification Award! This program 
recognizes outstanding  residential, church or commercial properties with great curb appeal, water 
feature, patio garden, vegetable garden or anything else eye-catching.  Is there a landscape that you 
admire as you drive around town?  Are you especially proud of your own?  Let us know about it 
so we can reward all of that hard work. Just fill out the form below and return it to the Brecksville 

Beautification Committee by June 22, 2021.
Winners will be notified by mid-July and will be recognized at an August City Council meeting.  Each winner receives a granite 
plaque for their garden, the opportunity to display an award sign in their yard and their name engraved on a plaque that hangs in 
city hall.
Nominations are open to any attractive properties in Brecksville and may include residences, churches, businesses, entranceways 
to residential and/or commercial developments, etc.  You can nominate any property with great curb appeal!  The Brecksville 
Beautification Committee is looking for beautiful properties that reflect the spirit of Brecksville and pride in the community.
Address of Nominated Property:   ________________________________________________________________________

Property Owner (if known) ______________________________________________________________________________  
Property phone (if known) ______________ email address: (if known) ____________________________________________  
Your name __________________________________________________________________________________________

Your address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ _______

Your phone __________________________ email address:  ___________________________________________________

What makes this property special _________________________________________________________________________
“Nominations are due by June 22, 2018 to the Brecksville Beautification Committee beautification@brecksville.oh.us.

Memorial Day Parade with a Twist

Join Our Memorial Day Parade Application 
Organization_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Contact Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ________________     Business Phone _____________________________________________________________________ 

Vehicle/Automobile Year: ___________ Make/Model _____________________________________________________________________

Because of COVID it’s still not advisable to have Brecksville’s traditional 
Memorial Day activities on Monday, May 31. That means no Memorial 
Day parade and cemetery observance that we’re all accustomed to. 
But how about this? Instead of you coming downtown for the parade we’ll 
bring the parade to you!! 
You may recall that last year a procession of City vehicles wound through 
the town with a cacophony of horns blaring and people cheering. It will be 
the same this year again but with a more cacophonous atmosphere. All the 
while however we keep in mind that we are celebrating the lives of the men 
and women who died for our country. 
The “parade” will start at 9 am. 

And just like last year Mayor Hruby will host a video presentation featuring Memorial Day cemetery observances from former years. It 
can be seen on the City web site, brecksville.oh.us, on the City’s Facebook page and YouTube.
Those wishing to participate in the parade must use their own vehicle and adhere to the procedures we will establish for this event. 
Our police officers will guide the parade through intersections. Fill out the form below and drop it off at City Hall. 
Keep in my mind that this event is solely to pay homage to our fallen soldiers and therefore it should be nonpolitical. Let’s proudly fly 
our flag on that important day in their honor.
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Horticulture
Water Gardening by Joe Dwyer

This article is going to focus on a subject 
that I really enjoy—water gardening. When 
I was younger, I had the opportunity to work 
with my brother in a designer pond and water 
gardening shop. Only one of us turned it into a 
career—but since my brother still works in the 
field, it’s easy for me to stay familiar with it.  
There is a difference between a water feature 

and a water garden. A water feature is any landscape installation 
that uses moving water. A water garden, on the other hand, is a 
water feature designed to sustain life (plants and/or fish). Today, 
we’ll look specifically at water gardens. 
Let’s start with what you would both look for in installing a Water 
Garden and also what Kind of upkeep you can expect. 
First, determine what features you want your water garden to 
have:

• Will you include both fish and plants?
• How much space can you devote to it?
• What type of water feature do you want to include?

Answering these questions will help you to make sure your pond 
is built for the job it needs to do. For example, if you would like 
to have fish, you will need a minimum depth of two feet so the 
fish can survive over our winters. And different plants will have 
different depth requirements. 
Once you’ve determined what your needs are, you’ll be able to 
identify the proper filtration and water circulation options for 
your pond. If you are going to have plants and fish in your water 
garden, the water in your pond needs to be circulated a minimum 
of once every hour, but it’s not uncommon for pond water to 
circulate two to three times an hour. 
You can figure out your pond size in gallons by multiplying length 
(feet) by width (feet) by average depth (feet). Then, multiply that 
amount by 7.5 to calculate total gallons. So, a 10-foot by 15-foot 
pond with an average depth of two feet would lay out like this: 
10 x 15 x 2 x 7.5 = 2,250 total gallons. Once you’ve determined 
how much water your pond will hold, you can select the right size 
filtration system for your needs.
The most common type of filtration setup utilized in our area 
includes a skimmer box and a falls box. This setup uses forced 
filtration in which the water is forcibly moved through the filters 
by the pump.
 A skimmer box operates very similarly to a pool skimmer, taking 
leaves off the top of the water and removing dirt and algae. It’s 
placed at the water level of the pond and usually contains the 
ponds pump with a washable filter between the pump and water 
inlet that can be removed and cleaned. 
Once the water passes through the skimmer box, it is forced up 
into the falls box. The falls box is usually placed as a waterfall or 
at the top of the stream bed. This box usually contains filter mats 
and other materials meant to grow beneficial bacteria that helps to 
keep the water clean. 
The other type of filtration is passive filtration. It can be a more     
        efficient method because the water settles through the filters 

gradually, which means particulates are not pulled through the filter. 
This type of filtration is less commonly used as the only filtration 
system because it can be difficult to set up to push through enough 
water to support a water feature.
 If possible, I do always suggest using both forced and passive 
filtration in your water garden. The forced filtration will move 
the water to help you achieve the look you want in your water 
feature, while the passive filtration will provide the benefits of good 
biological filtration.  
The next step in designing your water garden is to select the types 
of plants you’d like to use. The types of plants you select will help 
determine how your pond should be designed.
There are four types of plants typically used in ponds—floaters, 
marginal, deep water, and submersible.
• Floaters, such as water lettuce and hyacinth, are tropical plants 

and should be treated as annuals in your water garden. Both water 
lettuce and water hyacinth spread and will need to be thinned 
out throughout the season so that they don’t cover your pond. In 
winter, you can simply remove and dispose of them.

• Marginals are plants such as rushes, reeds, cattails, and iris. They 
typically grow in about two inches of water. If you’re interested 
in marginal plants, but also want to keep fish in the pond, I 
recommend cutting shelves at a twelve- inch depth in areas of 
the pond where you want marginal plants to grow. This way, you 
have areas of shallower depth for the plants, but you can also 
have areas at the appropriate depth to keep your fish alive through 
the winter. When you have shelves to place the plants on, you 
can leave the plants in their pots and use rocks to help keep the 
potted plants at their ideal depth. In the fall, pull the pot out of the 
water, cut back the plant, and return the pot to the water for the 
winter.  If you have a tropical marginal like lobelia, melon sword, 
or water parsley, you may be able to overwinter them if you sink 
them to the deepest part of the pond. 

• Deep water plants include lotus and water lily—there are varieties 
of both that are hardy in this area. They can be left in their pots 
and should be placed in the pond at a depth of at least eighteen 
inches. In the fall, cut them back to the height of the pot and sink 
them in the deepest part of the pond. 

• Submersibles are a little different in that they usually spend their 
entire lives growing beneath the surface of the water. They are 
also known as oxygenators. By absorbing nutrients, they compete 
with algae and help keep your water clear. Most can be trimmed 
to about four inches and sunk to the bottom for winter.

There are many varieties of fish that can serve different purposes 
in your pond. Some provide algae-eating benefits, and others are 
typically used for aesthetics. I recommend visiting a local garden 
center with a large water gardening offering so you can get expert 
advice on how to choose and care for your fish.
When it comes to maintenance, the set up is key. Like any garden, 
the majority of your work will be in the spring setup and fall 
cleanup. If your pond is set up well, your maintenance time will be 
reduced once it’s up and running. However, nothing is maintenance 
free, and if you don’t keep up with a pond, it can require more work 
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in the long run. You will need to monitor your water for PH and 
ammonia levels as well as chlorine if you’re using city water.  You 
will need to add beneficial bacteria on a regular basis and clean 
your skimmer filter regularly. If you notice excessive algae growth, 
you may also need to treat your water to address the issue. 
Water gardening does take some effort, but it is also extremely 
rewarding as you get to maintain your own ecosystem with fish 
and plants. It adds a wonderful dimension to the landscape and 
creates a relaxing atmosphere. If you’re thinking of adding a water 
garden or if you have any other tree, landscape, or lawn-related 
questions, please feel free to email me at jdwyer@brecksville.oh.us 
or gardener@brecksville.oh.us. You can also call me at  
(440) 526-4794. q

In the Kitchen with  
Chef Dina Lawton

of the Brecksville Human Services Center

Whipped Marscapone Berry Parfait
Ingredients:
2 1/2 cups of heavy whipping cream
1 and 1/2 cups of confectioners sugar
2 teaspoons of vanilla (NO Imitation)
16 oz of Marscapone Cheese- Room temperature. 

You will locate it in the specialty cheese section in 
your grocery store.
Berries-Strawberries, blackberries, blueberries,  or 

raspberries ( whichever you prefer)
Garnish: Granola, crushed graham crackers, or  

cookies.
Method:
Using an electric mixer, with the whisk attachment, 

whisk together the heavy cream, confectioners sugar, 
and vanilla until the whipped cream forms soft 
peaks.
Slowly add your room temperature marscapone 

cheese while your electric mixer is on low until it’s 
fully corporated. Increase the speed to medium until 
your mixture thickens and your peaks are firm. DO 
NOT over whisk the mixture or the mixture will 
break!
Now to assemble your delicious parfait :
First add your granola, crushed graham or cookies 

to the bottom of your cup.  Next, add the whipped 
marscapone cream, and berries. Repeat as many 
layers as you want. 
This is a quick, flavorful, and light dessert that is 

perfect for the individual (cut the recipe in half ), or 
a small gathering of friends or family.
Enjoy! q

Here is a easy and 
delicious dessert recipe 
that will brighten your 
day and taste buds! This 
recipe is by far, one of my 

family favorites!

Nymphaeaceae, commonly 
known as water lilies, are aquatic 
floating-leaved plants. This 
means they are rooted in the bed 
of a pond and send long, flexible 
stems (called petioles) up toward 
the light. They require full sun 
and relatively calm water so that 

their floating leaves can unfurl without ripping.
Tropical water lilies are too 
tender for our Zone 5 winters, 
but their vivid flower colors 
and unusual leaf patterns make 
them the water lilies of choice 
for many gardeners. It’s best 
to just treat these lilies like 
annuals and replace them every 
year.
Hardy water lilies can survive our winters, as long as the plant 
is not allowed to freeze. Be sure to cut them back to the height 
of the pot in the fall and sink them in the deepest part of your 
pond. Hardy lilies tend to flower less than tropical varieties, and 
there are fewer colors available.

Choosing the right water lily for your 
water garden is much like choosing 
between annuals and perennials in your 
flower beds. Tropical lilies provide 
showy color for one season, while hardy 
lilies are more subdued but can provide 
multiple seasons of enjoyment.  q

o Featured Plant p
Nymphaeaceae  (Water Lilies)
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Cuyahoga County Library 
Brecksville Branch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-1102

Board of Education Office .  .  .  .  .  .  .740-4000

Brecksville Community Center  .  .546-2300

Brecksville Historical Association 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-7165

The Brecksville Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks  
Nature Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-1012

Brecksville Service Department 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384

Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Post Office .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .838-0429

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 443-8683 

Human Services Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2499

Independence License Bureau 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 642-1373

Regional Income Tax Agency 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-0900

Recycling Department  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2643

City Hall

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

Louis N . Carouse, Jr .  .  .  .  .  .  440-526-4963 

Dominic Caruso  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-759-7203 

Mike Harwood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .440-546-0521 

Daryl Kingston  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .440-384-7406

Ann Koepke   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .216-534-3191

Laura C . Redinger   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-319-0577

Kim Veras   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-717-0868 

Tammy Tabor, Clerk  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-4351

City Council

City Hall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Mayor/Safety Director 
Jerry N . Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-7646

Law Department 
David J . Matty, Law Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

City Prosecutor/Assistant Law Director 
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-9200

Clerk of Courts 
Shelley Kazimore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2620

Finance Department 
Laura Starosta, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Police Department, 
William Goodrich, Chief 
non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Animal Warden 
Cliffette Thacker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief 
non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2640

City Engineer 
Gerald Wise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Service Department 
Ron Weidig, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384

Building Department 
Scott Packard, Bldg . Commissioner 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2630 

Department of Recreation 
Tom Tupa, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300

Department of Human Services 
Dr . Steve Paciorek, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2499

Purchasing Department  
Rebecca Riser, Director   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Cemetery Sexton 
Kristen Kouri  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2603

Brecksville Bulletin  
Jinny Farr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2319

Three ways to get Brecksville Information:  on the web www.brecksville.
oh.us, Community News or click on the "Sign Up for Enews" button to 

receive emails from the City and on Facebook (City of Brecksville Ohio)


