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Worry-Free Winter
As the temperatures drop during winter the number of residential fires 

goes up.  The Brecksville Fire Department wants you to have a worry-
free winter by taking the following precautions:

Have a qualified service technician inspect your furnace once a year 
and change the filter monthly.  Make sure that all papers, trash and 
flammable liquids are kept away from the furnace area.

When using your fireplace, make sure the opening is covered with a 
metal screen or glass doors, and never leave a fire unattended.  A wood 
stove should have a minimum clearance of 36 inches between the stove 
and combustible walls and ceilings.  Flammable liquids should never be 
used to start or accelerate any fire.  Place ashes in a metal container and 
store outside away from the house.

Portable space heaters, electric or kerosene, also need special attention.  
Make sure there is a minimum of 36 inches of clearance on all sides of 
these heaters.  Small children should not be left unattended in a room 
with a portable heater.  Follow the manufacturer’s suggestions for proper 
operation and maintenance.  Keep kerosene stored in approved metal 
containers in a well-ventilated area outside the house, and never attempt 
to refuel a heater while it’s operating.

Frozen water pipes?  Never try to thaw them with a torch or other 
open flame.  Use hot water or a UL-labeled device for thawing.

Make sure there are operating smoke detectors on each level of your 
home.  Your family should have and practice a home fire escape plan.

Contact the Brecksville Fire Department at 526-2640 if you have any 
questions or for additional information.

Be Prepared

T Make sure your vehicle is 
in good repair	

T Replace worn tires

T Check all fluids

T Never let your gas tank 
get below ¼ full 	

T Keep some extra sup-
plies in your vehicle in 
the event of an emer-
gency (see Winter Auto 
Supply Check List)

Driving

T Allow extra time

T Always completely clear your windshield and all windows before 
moving your vehicle

Winter Auto Supply Check List
 Blanket
 Extra gloves and hats
 Small shovel
 Bottle of water
 Granola bars
 First-aid kit
 Extra windshield washer fluid Flashlight

Winter Driving Tips
T Increase the distance you would normally follow another vehicle

T Remember the roads may be slippery or icy – Slow Down

T Turning and stopping will be greatly affected	

T Remember, bridges and overpasses will freeze before the roadway

T Although 4 wheel drive vehicles have better traction in slippery 
conditions, it doesn’t mean they won’t slide on ice or snow when 
braking

T Use your low beam headlights during snow storms or other 
inclement weather

T If visibility becomes poor, find a safe place to pull over until con-
ditions improve.  Driving at a crawl often causes chain reaction 
crashes

T If your vehicle becomes stuck or disabled, wait inside until help 
arrives. Use a cell phone to call for help. If you’re in the City of 
Brecksville, call 526-8900 on your cell phone, not 911.

Storm Sewer Maintenance Fees
On Your Property Taxes

Residents who for the first time are being assessed a storm sewer 
maintenance fee on their property tax bills should know that 
since the early 1980s the City of Brecksville and the County of 
Cuyahoga Sanitary Engineer, which is now the County Engineer, 
agreed to these fees to maintain, in part, the storm water that was 
infiltrating our sanitary sewer system.  All properties were to have 
paid this assessment.  If your property was not one being assessed 
prior to this year, you will not be assessed the previous years not 
paid.

The County Auditor’s Office and the County Engineer were 
made aware of this error as a result of the major storm sewer issues 
caused by last summer’s storms.  The assessment is 60 cents per 
running foot and this money is used to maintain both sanitary 
and storm sewers.  This rate is charged to every resident in the city 
regardless if you have storm drainage or sanitary sewer lines on 
your property. The rate charged is recommended by the County 
Engineer’s office and is approved by Brecksville City Council.  

Sanitary sewer lines are assessed $2.15 per running foot to those 
residents who are tied into the sanitary sewer system.

Both of these charges are combined on the property tax bill in 
the line “Plus Special Assessments”.  In addition, if there are any 
property specific assessments for infrastructure improvements those 
charges are also included in this line.  

Questions regarding the calculation of your storm drainage and 
sanitary sewer charges can be directed to the County Engineers 
office at (216) 443-8242.


